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MESSAGE

It is a matter of immense pride that Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College,
Dibrugarh is celebrating its Golden Jubilee, marking 50 years of dedicated service in
legal education.

Over the past five decades, the institution has not only imparted legal knowledge
but also shaped generations of responsible citizens, advocates and judicial minds
committed to upholding the rule of law and constitutional values. In an era of evolving

* legal and ethical challenges, its role becomes even more significant.

The publication of a commemorative souvenir on this historic occasion is a
fitting tribute to the College’s journey and achievements. It will serve as a valuable
record of its legacy and inspire future generations to pursue justice with integrity and

courage.

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Golden Jubilee Celebration
Committee, the faculty, students and alumni. I wish the College continued growth and

excellence in the years ahead.

(Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma)
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It gives me immense pleasure to convey my warm greetings to the
students, faculty, alumni and staff of Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College,
Dibrugarh, on the momentous occasion of its Golden Jubilee. For fifty eventful
years, this esteemed institution has been a pillar of legal education in Assam,
shaping generations of professionals who have served the society with integrity
and dedication.

Situated in the historic and vibrant city of Dibrugarh, the Law College
has contributed significantly to strengthening quality legal education in Assam.
By nurturing bright legal minds rooted in constitutional values, ethics and social
responsibility, it has upheld the spirit of the rule of law and reinforced public
trust in our institutions.

As the college celebrates this important milestone, I am confident it will
continue to advance academic excellence while contributing meaningfully to the
vision of a progressive and empowered Assam.

[ extend my heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to Dr. Rohini Kanta
Barua Law College for many more years of distinguished service to the nation.

25" February, 2026
New Delhi (Sarbananda Sonowal)

h Room No. 201, Transport Bhawan, 1, Sansad Marg, New Delhi-110001 r
vﬂ' Ph. : 011-23717422, 23717423, 23717424, Fax : 011-23356709 @

SAGARMALA E-mail : minister-shipping@gov.in | Website : www.shipmin.gov.in  a g eawsar «st sire
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DATE : 2/03/2026

\l 2%
It gives me immense pleasure to learn that Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College,

Dibrugarh is celebrating its Golden Jubilee, marking 50 years of dedicated service in the
field of legal education.

Over the past five decades, the institution has played a significant role in shaping
responsible legal professionals and conscious citizens who have contributed to the justice
system and the overall development of society. This remarkable milestone reflects the
commitment, perseverance, and vision of the founders, faculty members, students, alumni,
and all those associated with the college.

On this auspicious occasion, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the entire Dr.
Rohini Kanta Barua Law College family. I am confident that the college will continue its
legacy of academic excellence, uphold the values of justice and integrity, and contribute
meaningfully towards nation-building.

I also convey my best wishes for the successful publication of the Golden Jubilee
Souvenir, “The Golden Treasure.” May this commemorative effort beautifully capture the

proud journey and achievements of the institution.

I wish the institution continued success and a bright future in the years ahead

(PRASANTA PHUKAN)

Office Address: Janata Bhawan, Block-D, 2» floor, Dispur-781006, Mob: 9435031311
Email : prasantaphukan28@gmail.com




Prof. Jiten Hazarika, Msc, PhD, PGDOR DIBRUGARH UNIVERSITY

Vice-Chancellor DIBRUGARH | PIN-786 004 | ASSAM
Phone : 0373-2370239 (Office)
Email : vc@dibru.ac.in | Website : wwwdibru.acin

T'am in fact pleased to extend my greetings and heartfelt congratulations to Dr. RICB.
Law College, Dibrugarh on the joyous occasion of its Golden Jubilee Celebration,
commemorating 50 glorious years of dedicated service in the field of legal education.

Over the past five decades, the college has stood as a leading institution imparting
knowledge, instilling integrity and justice, nurturing generations of legal professionals
who have been contributing meaningfully to the legal system and to society at large. Its
unwavering commitment to academic excellence, ethical values and social responsibility
has played a pivotal role in shaping the legal landscape of the region.

The publication of “The Golden Treasure” is a meaningful tribute to this remarkable
journey—capturing the legacy, achievements and aspirations of an institution that has
continuously evolved while remaining steadfast in its mission. This milestone not only
celebrates past accomplishments but also inspires renewed dedication toward
innovation, inclusivity and excellence in legal education.

As the college steps into a new era, may it continue to empower young minds, uphold
the rule of law and contribute to the pursuit of justice with wisdom and compassion.
I wish the college will be able to continue its journey with even more dedication and
success, achieving greater heights in the years to come.

With best wishes for a bright and inspiring future of the entire college fraternity,
(Jiten Hazarika)
Dated Dibrugarh, the 15th December, 2025




APURBA KUMAR SHARMA
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BAR COUNCIL OF INDIA

(Statutory Body Constituted under the Advocates Act, 1961)
21, Rouse Avenue Institutional Area, New Delhi - 110 002

MESSAGE

1 extend my heartiest congratulations to Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law
College, Dibrugarh, on the momentous occasion of its Golden Jubilee
Celebration, marking fifty distinguished years of exceptional service in
the field of legal education.

Over the past five decades, this esteemed institution has played a
commendable role in nurturing legal minds, upholding academic
excellence, and promoting the ideals of justice, constitutional values,
and the rule of law. Its contribution to legal education in Assam and the
North-Eastern region is truly noteworthy and deserves high
appreciation. This significant milestone is a moment of pride for the
institution, its faculty members, students, alumni, and everyone else
who has been associated with it in this illustrious journey.

This Golden Jubilee is not merely a celebration of longevity but is also
a testament to the resilience, vision and the transformative power of
quality education. I am confident that the College will continue to scale
greater heights and remain a beacon of quality legal education and
professional integrity in the years to come.

I convey my best wishes to the Golden Jubilee Celebration Committee
for the grand success of the celebrations and extend my warm regards
to the entire fraternity of Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College.

With Best Wishes,

R

Apurba Kumar Sharma

Senior Advocate, Supreme Court of India
Chairman, Executive Committee,

Bar Council of India, New Delhi

Residence: 13, J.B. Road, Silpukhuri, Guwahati - 781 003 (Assam) Tel.: 0361-2664981 Fax: 0361-2663139
Mobile: 09435047467, 09864026770 E-mail: apurbakumarsharma@gmail.com




Prof. (Dr.) R. C. Borpatragohain
Former Advocate General, Assam and
Former Dean, Faculty of Law, Guwahati University.

Date: 06.03.2026

A Message of Complacency

I am happy to know that the Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College,
Dibrugarh is celebrating its prestigious Golden Jubilee. In connection with the
celebration the Golden Jubilee Celebration Committee is preparing a souvenir
mviting write-ups from resourceful persons to make it a memorable record of
the Golden Jubilee. On the above eve, I evince my sincere best wishes and all
success of the entire golden jubilee programs.

|| Long Live RKB Law College ||

Prof. (Dr.) R. C. Borpatragohain
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To,

Dr. Gautomi Dutta

Principal and Secretary

Dr. Rohini Kanta Boruah Law College
Golden Jubilee Organizing Committee
Khalihamari, Dibrugarh, PIN 786001

Madam,
Subject:- Goodwill message for the “The Golden Treasure”

It fills my heart with immense pride and joy to learn that Dr. Rohini Kanta Boruah
Law College, Dibrugarh, one of the most prestigious and pioneering law institute of our
state, is celebrating fifty glorious years of its inspiring journey. Over the decades, the
college has not only imparted legal education but has also shaped generations of
advocates, judges, academicians and responsible citizens who have contributed
meaningfully to society.

The Golden Jubilee is not merely a celebration of years gone by; it is a tribute to
the visionaries who founded the institution, the dedicated teachers who nurtured young
minds and the countless students whose dreams found direction within its walls. It is a
moment of gratitude, reflection and renewed commitment.

To commemorate this historic milestone, the publication of the souvenir “The
Golden Treasure” is indeed a befitting tribute. This keepsake will beautifully capture
memories, achievements, struggles and triumphs that have defined the college’s
remarkable journey.

I, convey my warm congratulations to you, all faculty members, Students, Alumni
and all Stakeholders who have been instrumental in this remarkable journey. | wish the
College continued success and many more years of distinguished service to legal
education and the nation.

With warm greetings.

Sinceljljy yours
o g
/

( Dr. Saikat Patra)
MAYOR




Rituparna Baruah
Chairman

Assam Tourism Development Corporation Ltd

Date : 26-02-2026
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DR. ROHINI KANTA BARUA LAW COLLEGE, DIBRUGARH

Khalihamari
Website : rkblawcollege.ac.in DIBR U.G ARH Dlzzgﬁ;hﬁgﬁ)g#msﬁm)
E-mail : dr.rkblawcollege@gmail.com ESTD. : 1976 - 037'3_2322029
Ref. No. : RKBLC/MSG/2026/54 Date : __05/03/2026

Message

It is really heartening that Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College, Khaliahamari,
Dibrugarh is commemorating the Golden Jubilee of its existence with a year-long celebration
from the 19" of March 2025 to 19" of March 2026. It is also very appropriate that a souvenir
is being published to commemorate this remarkable occasion. It is my privilege as the President
of the governing body to extend my congratulations to the Principal, the staff, and students of
this college. This institution has rendered tremendous service in imparting legal education over
all these years. Now, it can look back on its achievements with great pride.

| am confident that the college will keep up its tradition of excellence and continue to
serve generations of students to come.

1 offer my good wishes for its continued success and development. I wish the Golden
Jubilee celebration a resounding success.

e

(Dr. Prakash Kumar Baruah)
President

Governing Body :

Dr. R.K.B. Law College, Dibrugarh

~
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Message

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College, Dibrugarh is celebrating its fifty-year journey
starting from 19'" March, 2025 and culminating on 19™ March, 2026.

To commemorate the Golden Jubilee year, a decision was taken by the faculty and office
staff, students” union, alumni of the college to organize academic, cultural, sports events
spreading throughout the year. The Golden Jubilee Organising Committee, along with all
students of the college, held academic activities such as Moot Court Competition, Quiz
Competition, Street Play, Free Health Check-up Camp, Talks by eminent personalities etc. A
cultural programme celebrating the 100™ birth anniversary of Dr. Bhupen Hazarika and paying
homage to Late Zubeen Garg was also organised. Sports event like the Inter-college Cricket
Tournament was also held. The college also celebrated events like Constitution Day, World
Consumer Rights Day, World Health Day, and Teachers’ Day etc. on designated dates in
association with various other organizations. To mark this Golden Jubilee year the organising
committee planned the publication of a souvenir which shall remain as a memorable document
for the future. ‘

L3

As we celebrate the Golden Jubilee-year of Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College, we
look back with gratitude at the years of nurturing excellence, integrity and knowledge. This
milestone is a testament to the collective efforts of the founders-leaders, staff and alumni. This
may be called a “year of gratitude”, to honour our past, committing ourselves to the future and
empowering the next generation to reach new heights.

~

I have been associated with Dr R.K.B Law College as a member of the Governing Body
for the past two terms and have been nominated to head the Golden Jubilee Organising
Committee. | thank the Principal & Secretary of the college, honourable members of the
Governing Body, teaching and non-teaching staft, students and alumni for entrusting me the
responsibility and reposing ‘the confidence in me to take such a momentous celebration
forward. My sincere gratitude to you all.

" The support and participation of one and all during all the events is truly exemplary.
Best wishes and thank you.

Royer dpnimarb
(Raj Komyarh)

President,
Golden Jubilee Organising Committee
" Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College, Dibrugarh.

Khalihamari, Dibrugarh -786001 (Assam) Ph. No. (0373-2322029) | 94357 61611
Email ID : dr.rkblawcollege@gmail.com, Web college.ac.in
I o T




From the Editorial Desk

Ms. Manalisa Medhi Ms. Ritimoni Sharma

‘Legal education aims at imparting knowledge of the country as a part of necessary
culture of a gentleman, nobleman and common man engaged in a learned
profession. :Blackstone.”

In the realm of jurisprudence, legal literacy is not merely an academic asset but a vital need for
every citizen. A society that remains unaware of the laws governing it, is a society vulnerable to
exploitation and injustice. This necessity is highlighted by the imperative legal principle that
ignorance provides no respite from the consequences of one’s unlawful actions. While we often
navigate the complexities of life, we must remember the gravity of the maxim “Ignorantia juris non-
excusat.” Thus, by transforming the complexities of statutes into public knowledge, the legal fraternity
empowers a common man to act with vigilance and confidence.

Standing at the threshold of completion of a half century is a moment of profound reflection and
immense pride. As we unveil this commemorative souvenir, “Golden Treasure: An Odyssey of 50
Years,” we are not merely documenting the passage of time, but we are celebrating a legacy of
education, social transformation and legal justice. The odyssey began five decades ago by some
visionaries who understood that the foundation of a strong and stable society lies in the understanding
of the law of the land. In this journey, we feel profoundly privileged to be the successors of such
prudent personalities like Sri Karuna Barua (the erstwhile DC of Dibrugarh), Late Hema Gohain
(then advocate & founder Principal), Sri Prakash Gogoi (educationist), then advocates Late Niresh
Chandra Bagchi, Late Nagen Das, Late Mahendra Gogoi, Late Promod Kumar Das etc. who became
harbingers in this path of enlightenment. We owe a profound debt of gratitude to the pioneering
visionaries who braved every challenge and stood firm against all odds to establish this college at a
time when law colleges in Upper Assam could be counted on one’s finger tips.

In this connection, we must also commemorate the extraordinary benevolence of Dr. Rohini Kanta
Barua and his better-half Late Muktalata Barua, whose philanthropic donation of this land and
building created a sanctuary for legal excellence and empowerment of future generations. Following



in the footsteps of these forerunners, we are always driven by a deep sense of responsibility — not to
our students, but to the needy, the disadvantaged and the society as a whole. We firmly believe that
legal education is hollow if it does not reach the common people. Our college has been a catalyst in
permeating this knowledge through community outreach initiatives like awareness programmes as
well as street plays, seminars, moot court, debate & discussions etc. on various socio-legal issues, so
that the complex concepts of law can be translated into the language of common people. Moreover,
our commitment to social engineering finds its practical grounding in our legal-aid cell Nyaya Sarathi
which serves as a beacon of hope to those in our community who feel hesitation in approaching the
court due to various socio-cultural or financial constraints. Furthermore, in our pursuit for reaching
out to common man, our college has embarked on a pioneering endeavor to translate various statutes
of the country into our mother tongue, Assamese, so that our laws become accessible to every citizen
of Assam — from the courtrooms to the farthest villages.

As we look towards the horizon, we recognize that the future of the legal profession in India rests
upon the law students, promising lawyers and a legal literate society as a whole. So, a sound system
of legal education providing both analytical skills and acumen is a sine qua non — an absolute
necessity — for the proper administration of justice, which our institution aims to deliver.

As we celebrate this milestones, we don’t just celebrate an end — we celebrate a new beginning.
The journey of the last fifty years has been glorious, but the odyssey of facilitating legal education
and ensuring justice remain a continuous path and we are honoured to walk it for eternity. While we
have put our hearts into compiling this commemorative volume, we are mindful of our human limits.
With all our limitations, the editors beg apology for any shortcomings on our part. We hope that the
spirit of this Golden Jubilee shines through all imperfections.

(Thank You)
Regards,

Apmaiso. Mol
Ms. Manalisa Medhi

Wl asos

Ms. Ritimoni Sharma
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3
EVERYDAY (S MUCH AS POSSIBLE)

WALK, TAKE THE STAIRS, /
PLAY WITH CHILDREN, WALK THE DOG,
WWALK INSTEAD OF DRIVE/RIDE,
D0 WORK ARDUND THE HOUSE
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REFLECTION






Reflection:- 01

Geographical Demography

Dr. Bharati Dutta
Retd. Associate Professor

DHSK College

Introduction:

Dibrugarh District, a significant
district  of

commercially and industrially one of the

resourceful Assam, 1is
advanced districts of the state. Situated in
the north eastern corner of the state, the
district i1s also the second most urbanized

district of Assam.

The District of Dibrugarh lies
between 27 ~ (0') 5'38” north latitude to 27
"~ 042'30” north latitude and 94° 33'46” east
longitude to 95 * 0 29'8” east longitude. The
district is bounded on the north by the
mighty river Brahmaputra. Tinsukia
district is situated in the eastern side of the
district and the southern and western sides
are bounded by the historically significant
Sivsagar district. Dibrugarh district has an
area of 3381k * m ~ 2 which is 4.3% of the
total area of Assam (73, 438k * m * 2). The
district consists of only one subdivision i.e.
Dibrugarh sub division and Dibrugarh City
with a total area of 15.4k * m ~ 2 is the
district's headquarters. It was established
as early as in 1840 on the bank of the river
Dibru. This 185 years old city is one of the
six cities of Assam. Dibrugarh district

consists of one city and four towns and 1361

villages. The four towns of the district are
Chabua,
Namrup.

Naharkatiya, Duliajan and

The District Head Quarters i.e.
Dibrugarh town has been declared as city
on March, 2024.

Physical Setting:

Physiographically Dibrugarh district
consists of a broad plain which is drained by
the river Brahmaputra and its tributaries
viz. the Burhidihing and the Dibru. These
two tributaries are also enlisted among the
major south bank tributaries of the
Brahmaputra. The elevation of the district
from the mean sea level ranges from 99
metres to 474 metres and the elevation of
Dibrugarh city is 104 metres. The plain is
mostly formed by the sediments of the
Brahmaputra and the Burhidihing. There
are many wetlands in the district and these
wetlands are mostly found near the river
banks. Larua Mauza has the largest
number of beels (local name to a kind of
wetland) among the nine mauzas of the
district. There are 12 numbers of beels in
Larua Mauza. According to an estimate
there are 86 wetlands have covered a total
area of about 2752.50 hectares in the
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district. The wetlands are valuable
ecosystems with diverse flora and fauna.
Apart from the wetlands there are many
highlands which are situated far away from
the flood plains. These highlands are
largely occupied by tea gardens. Vast areas
of fertile lands in the rural areas are used

for rice cultivation.

The District of Dibrugarh is divided
into three major physiographic division, viz.
(1) the Brahmaputra flood plains, (ii) the
central plain region and (iii) the foothill

region.

The central plain region is drained by
the river Burhidihing. The river is highly
meandering and has many tributaries
which are running through this region. The
Burhidihing is merged with the
Brahmaputra at a point 32 km south-west
of Dibrugarh city. Earlier the Dibru was an
important river of this region but long back
the river had

Brahmaputra and now the mouth of the

merged with the

river Dibru is found at a distance of about
11 km northeast of the city of Dibrugarh. It
1s to be mentioned here that -earlier
Dibrugarh city was situated on the bank of
Dibru. 1913, the
Brahmaputra began to shift one of its

the river Since
channels towards the south and the river
Dibru got merged with the Brahmaputra
mid-forties.  After the
earthquakes of 1950
(measuring 8.7 on the Richter scale), the

during the

devastating

drainage system of the Brahmaputra has
largely been changed. The earthquake

caused extreme changes in the bed level of

44

the Brahmaputra. Apart from this due to
heavy siltation the river was silted up about
3 metres mnear Dibrugarh city and
downstream. Because of heavy silting the
bed level of the many tributaries of the
Brahmaputra have risen considerably and
as a result the water carrying capacity of
the rivers has been drastically reduced.
Specially during the rainy season there has
been frequent occurrence of flood in the
district. Flood is a major problem of age old
Dibrugarh district. Floods and erosion have
been creating havoc in Dibrugarh city since
late eighties of the 19th century. Near
Dibrugarh the

Brahmaputra is about 8 km wide.

valley floor of the

Dibrugarh district experiences sub
tropical monsoon climates which is also the
general climate of the Brahmaputra valley.
The eminent German Botanist and
climatologist Wladimir Koppen divided
India into nine climate regions and the
Brahmaputra valley falls in the region of
cwg type of climate (monsoon type with dry
winters). Dibrugarh district situated in the
valley has cwg type of climate. The summer
season is hot and humid and the winters are
dry. The of the

characterized by district seasonalities.

climate district 1is
Dibrugarh district has four seasons with
unique characteristics: (1) Winter, (i1) Pre
monsoon, (ii1)) Monsoon and (iv) Retrating

monsoon.

The months of December, January
and February constitute the winter season.
Temperature is generally found to be the

lowest in the month of January. The winter
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season 1s characterized by morning and
evening fogs and as a result the visibility of
the atmosphere decreases. The months of
March, April and May form the pre
monsoon season. There is steady increase of
temperature resulting to development of
low  pressure cells. The average
temperature ranges from 27°C to 31°C.
rainfall

Convectional occurs.

Thunderstorms locally known as
'Bordoichilla' bring heavy rainfall in the
district during the pre monsoon season. The
monsoon season starts from the month of
June and continues up to the month of
September, 65% of annual rainfall occurs
during this season. Farmers mostly depend
on this monsoonal rainfall for their
agricultural production. The relative
humidity increases and it ranges from 88%
to 99%. Generally the month of August is
found to be the hottest month when the
mean maximum temperature reaches 37°c.
The average temperature during this period
ranges from 25°C to 35°C. The average
annual rainfall in Dibrugarh district ranges
from 2300 to 3000 mm. The months of
October and November constitute the
Retreating monsoon season. During this
season the monsoon winds start retreating
from the whole of the Brahmaputra valley.
The rainfall decreases and the temperature
start dropping. Only about 7% of annual

rainfall occurs during this season.

The soils of Dibrugarh district consist
mainly of alluvium. Two types of alluvial
soils are found in the district the new
alluvial soils and the old alluvial soils. Most

of the rock formations in the district are
covered by thick alluvium. The depth of the
alluvial deposits is estimated at several
thousand metres. The new alluvial soils are
less acidic (PH value ranges from 5.5 to 9.0)
and mostly neutral. They contain a higher
proportion of sand than the old alluvial
soils. These soils also cover extensive areas
of the district. Sometimes these new
alluvial soils are slightly alkaline. These
soils contain phosphate, potassium and
calcium. These sandy or silty loams are
suitable for agricultural production as they
contain a large amount of nitrogen and
organic matters. The old alluvial soils are
found away from the river banks and these
soils mainly occupy the abandoned river
courses. They are highly acidic (PH value
ranges from 4.2 to 5.5). The old alluvial soils
are suitable for tea plantation. The tea
gardens of the district are found in the
areas of old alluvial soils. The old alluvial
soils are found in the areas like Joypore,

Kheremia, Tengakhat etc.

Dibrugarh District is rich in natural
vegetation. The two most important
climatic elements i.e. the temperature and
the rainfall along with other factors like soil
and topography are suitable in the district
for the growth of natural vegetation. The
district is gifted with tropical rainforest in
Jaipur area which contains a large variety
of valuable tree species. It is to be noted that
at present only 6% of the total land surface
of the earth is covered by rainforests and
interestingly they contain half of the
World's plant and animal species. These
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glossy, evergreen forests have three to four
strata and the undergrowth is formed of
woody climbers, fems, canes, bamboos,
reeds etc. The three main species of trees
found in the rainforest of the district are
Mekai and Nahar and the
Dipterocarpus

Hollong,
Botanical names are
retusus, Shorea assamica and Mesua ferea
respectively. The height of these trees goes
upto 30 to 50 m. A large variety of orchids
are also available in the tropical rain forest
of Dibrugarh district. Medicinal plants like
sarpagandha, Amlakhi etc. are found in the
forests of the district. The five reserved
forests of the district are Dibru, Jaipur,
Dihingmukh, Jokai and Telpani. Valuable
trees found in these forests are very much
important from the commercial point of
view. Tropical semi evergreen forests and
mixed humid deciduous forests contain
mostly deciduous trees.

Resource Base and Industries:

The District of Dibrugarh is a
district. The

especially rich in petroleum and coal

resourceful district 1is
resources. Petroleum or the 'black gold' is
the most dynamic raw material in the
present day world. The important oil fields
in the district are found in Naharkatia and
Moran. Independent India's first oil
discovery took place in Naharkatia as early
as in 1953 and here oil is found at a depth
of 3000 metres. The Moran oil field was
discovered in 1956. It is to be noted that
vast reserves of natural gas are also found
in the oil fields of Naharkatia and Moran.

The o1l
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productive horizons in the

Naharkatia oil field are mainly confined in
the Barail Series and natural gas is found
within the Tipam Sandstone stage. The
Stratigraphy of the Moran oil field is almost
similar to that of the Naharkatiya oil field.
Apart from the Naharkatiya and Moran oil
fields the district has a large number of oil
fields viz. Tengakhat, Shalmari, Tipling,
Rajgarh, Diroi, Borbil etc. The natural gas
reserves of the Naharkatiya and Moran oil
fields are estimated at 221, 200 million
cubic metres. The headquarters of Oil India
Limited (OIL) is located at Duliajan, about
50 km from the city of Dibrugarh.

The tertiary coal deposits are found
in the district and all the coal seams are
found in the Tikak Parbat stage of the
Barail Series. The coal field of the district is
the dJoypore — Dilli coal field and the
location of the field is in between the river
Burhidihing and the river Dilli, a head
stream of the river Disang. The main
colliery is Lakadang and the total estimated
reserves of the field is 28 million tonnes.

of the
agricultural resources of Dibrugarh district.

Tea 1s one important
It is the largest revenue earner of the
district. The district has the largest area
under tea cultivation. It has over 177 tea
gardens according to the National Institute
of Health. About half of India's total output
of tea comes from these tea gardens. The
District of Dibrugarh holds supremacy
among the other districts so far the number
of tea gardens is concerned. The first tea
garden in Assam was established in

Chabua, a small town in Dibrugarh District
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as early asin 1837. A large number of small
tea gardens are scattered in different areas
of the district. According to a report in 2024,
the district had 51,063 small tea gardens.

Keeping in view the availability of
mineral resources viz. Petroleum and
natural gas, oil and gas based industries
have been developed in Dibrugarh district.
three based

industries at Namrup, a small industrial

There are natural gas
town, situated about 75 km from the
District Headquarters, Dibrugarh. There is
the natural gas based fertilizer factory
under the HFCL (Hindustan Fertilizer
Limited).
Namrup unit is now known as BVFCL after
its bifurcation from HFCL. Apart from the

fertilizer factory Namrup has one medium

Corporation However the

sized petrochemical industry under Assam
petrochemicals Limited (APL). Moreover
there 1s a thermal power station under
Assam State Electricity Board. There is a
gas cracker plant under Brahmaputra
Cracker and Polymer Limited (BCPL)
situated at Lepetkata, a few kilometres
away from Dibrugarh city. It produces
various petro products and polymers. There
1s one LPG (Liquafied petroleum gas) plant
at Duliajan established in 1982. There are
crude oil conditioning plant, natural gas
based power station and waste heat
recovery plant at Duliajan. Assam Gas
Company Limited established in 1952 has
the responsibility of all kinds of business
relating to the utilization and the
processing of natural gas, factorisation and

stripping of it, its transmission, utilization

and processing of LPG etc. the company's
head office is at Duliajan. Coal mining
activities are also carried out in the coal
fields of Dibrugarh District and based on
agricultural products many small scale
units are also developed in various parts of
the district.

Demographic Profile:

The District of Dibrugarh has a large
number of population with ethnic, linguistic
and religious diversities. The population of
the district has been rising considerably for
the last three consecutive decades, in 1991,
the total population of the district was
1,042,500 and in 2001, the figure rose to
1,185,072. In 2011, the district had a total
population of 1,327,748. The percentage
decadal growth between 2001-2011 for the
district was 12.04. In 2011, the male
population of the district was 680,114 and
the female population was 647,634. The
density of population in Dibrugarh district
in 2011 was 393/km? which was 1.15% more
than the density in 2001. In 2001 the
density of population in Dibrugarh district
was 351/km?. In 2001, the total population
of Dibrugarh was 1,33,571 and about 70% of
the urban population lived in Dibrugarh. In
2011, the total population of the city
increased to 1,54,296 and the sex ratio was
934.

While studying the demographic
profile it is also important to study the sex
ratio and rural urban composition. The sex
ratio (number of females per thousand of
males) of the district in 2011 was 952.
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However in 2001, the sex ratio of the district
was 931. The increasing trend of sex ratio is
a positive sign from the development point

of view.

Dibrugarh district has a low
proportion of urban population. As per 2011
census, the urban population of the district
was 18.36% of the total population while
81.64% of the population of the district lived
in rural areas. The literacy rate in the
district as per 2011 census was 76.22% and
the urban literacy rate was 90.24%. The
literacy of rural population stood at 72.94%.
The genderwise literacy rates in Dibrugarh
district in 2011 were 82.59% for males and
69.52% for females. In 2011, the genderwise
population literacy rates for male and
female population stood at 92.93% and
87.32% respectively. In rural areas the
corresponding figures stood at 80.13% and
65.43%.

Transportation System:

All the four major modes of transport
are available in the District of Dibrugarh.
Construction of railway line dates back to
1882. The Assam Railway and Trading
Company constructed railway line from
Dibrugarh to Joypore which was the first
railway line of eastern India. After that in
1883 railway line was constructed upto
Makum (now in Tinsukia district) and then
in 1910 Saikhowaghat was connected with
railway. In 1883, the first goods train ran in
between Dibrugarh and Makum and the
first passenger train ran from the Rehabari

station (Dibrugarh Town (now city) railway
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station) of Dibrugarh to Ledo. Since 1997
many important trains have been running
from Dibrugarh railway station through
Broad gauge line. Discovery of tea and
mineral resources gave a spurt to the
development of railways in the district.
Recently the New Dibrugarh railway
station with modern amenities had been set

up at Banipur near Dibrugarh.

In 1865, the construction of 96km
long Sadia road connecting Dibrugarh to
Sadia was completed. Subsequently roads
connecting tea gardens were constructed.
During the Second World War, the British
constructed the south trunk road from
Goalpara to Saikhowaghat, connecting the
major towns of Upper Assam including
Dibrugarh. In 1948, this trunk road
renamed as 37 National Highway. Recently
the construction of two flyovers are
completed in the city of Dibrugarh and two

more are under construction.

Ferry services are available in the
district linking Dibrugarh with north bank.
During the British period Dibrugarh was
famous as a river port. The growth of
industrial activities in and around
Dibrugarh made the town as an important
river port. Machineries which were needed
for the industries, brought from England
through water transport. A rail cum road
bridge 1.e. the Bogibeel Bridge, west of
Dibrugarh was opened on Dec. 25, 2018.
4.94 km long bridge is the second longest
bridge in India. The socio-economic scenario
of the district will definitely be changed

with the opening up of this bridge.
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The Mohanbari airport is situated
17.5 km east of Dibrugarh.

Conclusion

The District of Dibrugarh is greatly
flood affected district. It falls in the
monsoon regime of the Brahmaputra Basin.
Rainfall is maximum during the monsoon
season. Recurrent floods of the district are
caused by heavy monsoonal rainfall, silting
of river beds and many other anthropogenic
factors like invasion of flood plains for
agricultural activities, settlements etc.
Heavy silting on the river beds after 1950
earthquake, reduces the water carrying
capacity of the various tributaries of the
Brahmaputra as well as the Brahmaputra
itself, floods.

Indiscriminate felling of trees in the upper

leading to frequent

catchment area has accelerated the rate of

soil erosion with subsequent increase of silt

load 1n the

tributaries.

Brahmaputra and its

Systematic and scientific measures
should be taken to save the district from the
Brahmaputra floods as well as erosion of
river banks. Moreover practically all the
roads in the district are in deplorable
condition. Immediate attention is needed in
this regard. The natural landscape of the
district dotted with vast tea gardens
provides ample scope for the development of
eco-tourism. The district has a large
number of wetlands with diverse flora and
fauna. Many of these wetlands are
degraded due to human interference. These
wetlands need to be protected and should be
developed as economic resource. These
could also be developed as spots of tourists
attraction. Recently the City of Dibrugarh
has been declared as the second capital of

Assam.
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Reflection:- 02

Tea Industry of Assam: A Comprehensive
Outlook

Sti Devi Prasad Bagrodia
Tea Planter & Writer

Tea is one of the greatest resources of
Assam, which has acquired a prominent
place in the entire world. A vast change in
the socio- economic scenario took place in
Assam as soon as the establishment of tea
industry in the third decade of the
nineteenth century. Now, tea occupies such
an important role in the Assamese society
and culture that it cannot be discussed

without mentioning tea.

In order to engage in the tea
industry, the Britishers brought a large
number of workers from different parts of
India. In course of time, these people who
came from different parts of India became
un — detachable part of the Assamese
nationality as chah janagosthi or Tea
community. These people although brought
with them their own culture and traditions,
through the process of assimilation cutting
across cast, creed and religion, got united
with the Assamese mainstream and have
been making great contributions to the

economy and social life of the country.

Tea 1s very popular beverage of
Assam. Guests are invited for a cup of tea,

provided refreshment with a cup of tea. Tea
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1s enjoyed by all sitting together barring
cast, creed and religion and hence it is a

means of integration.

People of Assam mostly love to take
tea liquor without milk, also known as
‘Ronga Chah’ or ‘Fika Chah’. In liquor tea,
the real flavour of tea is tasted. Outside
Assam, Tea is enjoyed with milk, sugar,
ginger, spices, etc. A cup of tea made with
good quality tea leaves has the capability to
bring physical and mental freshness to a tea
— drinker. Researches have shown that a
regular tea-drinker becomes less prone to
diseases like cancer and cardiovascular
disease and tea is also found to have
enhanced disease fighting abilities in its

drinkers for such type of diseases.

Earlier a sizeable number of village-
folk in Assam drank tea in bowls made of
bell metal while tea was prepared in a
separate pan. This system 1is still prevalent
in the village the tea tribe has a unique
culture of working in gardens in addition to
their own ballads and ways of worship and
attires. They work in a unique beat and
rhythm. When they pluck, it seems as if
they are doing that in rhythm and to a beat
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of music. The word ‘Chah’ that is tea and
also many terms and words associated with
the tea industry has created for themselves
places in the Assamese socio- cultural
domain also. For example,‘chah-jalpan’,
that is tea and snacks, ‘chah khowa xomoy’,
that is tea time, ‘eti koli duti paat’, that is,
two leaves and a bud often used in poetic
language, ‘paat tola’, that is, plucking of tea
leaves, ‘veti’, ‘kolom kora’, that is pruning
etc, words got added in the Assamese
language. Moreover, starting  with
jhoomoor dance many other festivals,
religious ceremonies, dance and music etc.
also became part of the Assamese culture.
That is why it can be said that tea 1is an

indispensable part of our culture.

Tea 1s produced in 30 countries
around the globe. These countries are-
China, India, Kenia,Sri Lanka , Vietnam ,
Turkistan, Indonesia , Bangladesh
Malaysia , Uganda, Tanzania ,Taiwan,
Japan, Papua and New Guinea, Iran,
Malawi, Mozambique, Georgia, Australia ,
Zaire , Mauritius, Rwanda, Burundi,
Brazil, Peru,

Cameroon, Argentina,

Ecuador, Nepal and Zimbabwe.

The total global tea production in
2022 was 6422 million kilograms. It is
pertinent to mention that till 2005, India
was the largest tea producing country of the
world. 2006 onwards, India’s position as a
tea producing country declined and
presently China is the largest tea producing
country in the world. In 2005, India
produced 945 million kilograms of tea and

china produced 606 million kilograms. In

2022 tea production in India stood at 1365
million kilograms, whereas, in China, total
tea production shot up to 3090 million

kilograms.

Now, coming to the context of
exports, the main tea exporting countries
are Kenia, China, Sri Lanka, India,
Vietnam, Indonesia, Argentina, Malaysia,
Uganda, Tanzania, Zimbabwe, and
Bangladesh. It is noteworthy that till 1978,
India was the highest tea exporting country
in world, but after 1978, India’s tea export
declined and so did India’s position as a tea
exporting country and that now India

stands at number five in the list.

In 2022 India exported 226 million
kilograms of tea, whereas, Kenia 450
China 375 million
kilograms and Sri Lanka exported 450

million kilograms,

million kilograms of tea. India, although
lost its position in terms of production and
export of tea, but still retains its position of
being the largest consumer of tea.
Approximately 1000 million kilograms of

tea 1s consumed in India.

Presently, the tea producing states in
India are Assam, West Bengal, Tripura,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim,
Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland,
Mizoram and Odisha.

According to an estimate, 619774
hectares of land is covered by tea estates in
India. In Assam, 347810 hectares of land
are covered by tea estates. The number of

tea gardens having land area of more than
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10 hectares in India is 1671, whereas, out of
that, 810 are in Assam. Number of small tea
gardens in India is 139,011 and out of that

67,911 gardens are in Assam.

In Assam, Tripura and West Bengal,
tea is produced for eight months in a year.
But, in other places in India tea is produced
throughout the year. Depending upon
different places and different seasons of the
year, quality of tea produced is different.
The causes are — (1) climate, (i1) species of
tea, (111) age of the tea bushes and (iv) way
of plucking. In India, tea is sold (i) through
tea auction centres, (i1) to foreign buyers
and (111) to Indian buyers. No other
commodity has auction centres like for tea.
Eight boxes of tea (350 pounds) produced in
Assam was sold on 10th January, 1839
through London Tea Auction Centre. This
was the beginning of auctioning of tea.
Afterwards,
established in different parts of India which
are — at Kolkata in December, 1867, at
Cochin in July, 1947, at Konnor in March,
1963, at Amritsar in April, 1964, at
Guwahati in September, 1970, at Siliguri in
October, 1976 and at Coimbatore 1in
November, 1980.

tea auction centres were

As tea from different parts of the
world was sold through London Tea Auction
Centre, 1t was said to be the international
auction centre. This auction centre was
closed in June, 1998. Although another
international tea auction centre was opened
in Singapore on 2nd December, 1981, it also
came to an end afterwards. Apart from

India, other tea producing countries have
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their own tea auction centres. These are —
Sri1 Lanka, Mombasa and Limbe in Africa,
Chittagong in Bangladesh and Jakarta in

Indonesia.

Tea is sent from the gardens to the
auction centre for sale. One specific broker
sells tea for the garden and price is fixed
depending on the quality, demand etc.
Sellers

themselves. Tea 1s auctioned once in every

cannot fix the price of tea
seven days and in some places once in every
fifteen days. Gardens can sell tea to foreign
and domestic buyers themselves
conforming to some regulations specified by
the government. Sixty five percent of tea is
sold through auction in India. Tea industry
1s a very important agricultural industry in
Assam and it has provided the entire world
with the finest of tea. This industry has
been contributing to the economy,
infrastructure and trade of Assam. As it is
pollution-free, so tea is real friend of the
society. In fact, tea has become an
indispensable part of life than just being an
industry. Socially this fresh beverage, apart
from being acceptable to each and every
strata of the society, has also showcased the
heritage, tradition and culture of our society
as well. The need for this beverage is equal
for each and every person and it is easily
available to a common man as well as to a
specialist. This is the only mostly used
commodity for earning foreign exchange for
economic development. It is well known
that this industry, despite being a source for
central and state exchequer also at the

same time 1s a facilitator of economic
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development in the backward regions and

in villages.

which

around 578 million kilograms of tea in

Tea industry produces
Assam has earned wide acceptability as a
cheap beverage. In general, Rs. 60 to Rs.
100 needs to be spent for 250 grams of tea,
which makes 80 to 100 cups of tea. In this
way, mineral water and other beverages are
far more expensive than tea, although
lately, tea has gained recognition as a
health-drink. Undoubtedly, this national

drink is the global natural beverage.

This industry has been very
effectively managed with less capital even
in the interior places with lack of
infrastructure and has helped maintain law

and order in such places.

But tea industry needs more social
cooperation than it receives at present.
Even now this industry languishes in
despair and has been neglected by the
society as well as by the government. The
picture about tea industry that has been
cast in the minds of the common people or
the idea or concept carried by the common
people about this industry is far away from
the real picture and very much different
from the commonly held ideas. Here, the
main challenge i1s its own limitation in
spread and expansion. It is very sad that as
this industry has always been in the
purview of doubt and as it has been side-
lined, it 1s still confined within a specific
boundary. Nobody is seen taking a rational
towards this

and analytical outlook

industry effectively. In the public eye it is
still the ruins of the colonialism of the past.
The kernel of this negative impression is so
deeply rooted in the public minds that the
exploiting character of colonialism is only
seen here. The image of such a confusing
mindset or the ruins is continuing till today.
The thousands of acres of tea gardens,
thousands of labourers, the big bungalows
of the British era show only a mind-blowing
image of tea industry and certainly not the
sad realistic picture of this industry. A few
people have managed to understand that
the average income of a tea estate is not
more than a grocery shop of 144 square feet
area on the top of a not that good looking
three story building in a major city of the
country and it has been understood by few
people that the total income of the 800 odd
tea estates in Assam cannot be equated to
the total income of companies like TISCO,
TELCO or Reliance etc.

Tea industry has a national
responsibility and this is why it has been
lending a hand of cooperation in
development of region, state or in the
process of nation building in addition to its
own development. Due to conspiracy of
some circles with vested interests, colour of
politics has been painted in some less

important matters relating to this industry.

Even then, knowledgeable -circles
know that after plywood and timber
industry having gone sick, tea industry is
the only industry surviving in the private
sector. This industry has been contributing
economic

towards strengthening the
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backbone of Assam by investing over 90

percent of the capital.

It 1s very sad that the tea
industrialists are shown as criminals,
totally ignoring the noble deeds carried out
by them and some people even do not
hesitate to spread fabricated allegations
against them.

This industry cannot earn huge
margins like some other industries. Now,
many qualitative changes have taken place
in this industry. This industry has inspired
long term thoughts, study and research. As
a result of research done by Tea Research
Association, TOCKLAI, United Planters
Association of South India (UPASI) etc., tea
industry has seen success and per hectare
production of tea has increased. It has been
able to attain establishment without using
imported iInstruments by  selecting
personnel with technical know-how and
qualities. This industry has been able to
create for itself a disciplined and capable
work force of educated, intelligent and
experienced managers. Today, all countries
are interested in Indian tea. Nobody should
make exaggerated comments without
knowing in detail about its changes and
objective, which can cause harm to it. of
late, there have been a lot of exaggerating
and negative writings for the labourers of
this industry. But they do not know that tea
industry has generated direct employment
for 5 lakhs permanent labourers and
indirect seasonal employment for another 3
lakh labourers. Half the production cost of

tea is spent on the salary of the labourers.
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In addition, this industry has facilitated
employment of 3 lakh people in the
ancillary jobs. Half the total labourers
engaged 1n this industry are female
they belong to the
comparatively weaker section of the society.

labourers and

This industry has undoubtedly gained
credit in the field of generation of
employment in comparison to industries
which invest huge capital. From the land
area per worker point of view, this industry
has employed on an average one labourer
per acre of land, whereas other agricultural
industries employ only 10 workers per 25

acre of land on an average.

Today, in the age of scarcity of
opportunity for jobs or profession,
guarantee of jobs is most important and this
industry has been giving opportunity of jobs
to a complete family. These labourers, in
fact, have been living a very decent life in a
rural environment obtaining many
facilities. For example, cash remuneration,
gratuity, retirement benefits, cheap ration,
quarters, medical assistance, umbrella,
blankets, sandals, creche for children,
canteen, education, fire-wood, provident
fund, sports facilities, weekly rest, yearly
leave with pay, medical leave, maternity
leave etc. These have facilitated leading a
healthy life style for the labourers and also
ensured social security for them. It has a
rule of its own for resolving disputes
relating to wages and other matters. Apart
from specific wages, owners have provided
on their own other facilities needed by the

labourers. Even due to paucity of funds, no
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thrift has been observed for the welfare of

the labourers.

Tea 1s a triple structured industry
with the
plantation, small tea growers and Bought

presence of organized tea
Leaf Factory. The existing triple structure
in tea industry has to be viable and they
must co-exist without conflicting each
other.

Organized sector has to fulfil certain
welfare obligation under the Plantation
Labour Act and other different Acts. This
sector has to pay taxes applicable to
plantations levied by Central Government
as well as State Government time to time.
However, the rest two sectors do not require
following such number of legislations.
Alongside these differences the trios have to
walk together for their survival without
affecting adversely the other segment.
Contribution of these segments to Indian

tea production annually is invariable.

Price of tea remained stagnant over

the years. The unremunerated price,

increasing cost of production, non-
availability of labourers, and impact of
climate change has dragged the industry
towards financial distress. In such a
situation operations of the organized tea
plantations has become unviable. Import of
tea from neighbouring countries has
aggravated the market of Indian tea. There
1s a need of framing certain concrete policy
to enable the industry to maintain its name
and fame in the world. The industry is
seeking Government’s intervention in fixing
minimum

a fair and remunerative

sustainable price for their production.

Awareness among the consumers to
taste quality tea will play a pivotal role in
increasing the demand of quality tea. As an
Indian, a citizen of a place known for the
taste, aroma of the green gold, our
commitment to maintain the glory by
encouraging producing good quality tea is
the need of hour at reasonable cost.

kst sk skosk

Environment is no one’s property to
destroy, it’s everyone’s responsibility to
protect.
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Reflection:- 03

Entrepreneurial Development in Dibrugarh:
Scope & Challenges

Dr. Himadri Barman
Associate Professor
Centre for Management Studies,
Dibruagarh University

Entrepreneurial development in a
geographical region like Dibrugarh is about
creating a vibrant ecosystem that supports
entrepreneurs within that geographical
region to start and operate sustainable
business ventures. The ecosystem being
talked about is a sum total of many factors
like skilled manpower, availability of
capital and other resources, availability and
use of technology to link the entrepreneurs
with the market along with a strong
educational

collaboration between

institutions, government agencies and
entrepreneurs. Polices at various levels and
their effective implementation is key to
entrepreneurial development. Why is
entrepreneurial development necessary? It
1s because there is a strong relationship
between entrepreneurial development and
economic development. Entrepreneurship
not only has the potential to create jobs and
tackle unemployment but also boost create
market demand for existing and new
products. Dibrugarh today has two contexts
— 1t being an important district in Upper
Assam and also as an expanding city.

Entrepreneurial development in the
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current discussion makes more sense in the
first context, i.e., considering Dibrugarh as
a district. This article will therefore talk
about the

development and the many challenges that

scope of entrepreneurial

are being faced in the district of Dibrugarh.

Dibrugarh district is spread over an
area of 3381
mentioned in the Dibrugarh district web

square kilometres as
portal maintained by the government. The
district is home to many central and state
public sector units (PSUs) including Oil
India Limited (OIL), Brahmaputra Cracker
Limited (BCPL),
Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer Corporation
Limited (BVFCL), Assam Petrochemicals
Limited (APL), Assam Gas Company
Limited (AGCL), etc. Assam’s two major

industries — tea and oil are well entranced

and Polymer

in the district. According to the Tea
Statistics Report 2023 published by the
Directorate of Economics and Statistics,
Government of Assam; Dibrugarh district
has the highest number of tea gardens in
Assam at
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177. The city of Dibrugarh on the
banks of the might Brahmaputra which is
also called the ‘Tea City of India’ is well
connected to the rest of India through road,
rail and air links. The development of
Brahamaputra as a national waterway 1is
improving the river link also. The
construction of the longest road-cum-rail
bridge of India, the Bogibeel Bridge on the
Brahmaputra linking Dibrugarh district
with Dhemaji district has made it a major
transit point for the state of Arunachal
Pradesh and the districts of Dhemaji and
Lakhimpur on the north bank of the
Brahmaputra. The Government of Assam
has already declared the city as the second
capital of the state and established a Chief
Minister’s secretariat which has brought
the city and the district into prominence.
Dibrugarh as a district has some major
tourist attractions like the Brahmaputra,
tea gardens and the British era bungalows
In these tea gardens, nature reserves,
religious places and historical relics. Its
proximity to Sivasagar district housing
major Ahom era relics and Tinsukia district
housing the Dibru Saikhowa National Park
also aids in tourist inflow to the district. The
presence of a vibrant trading and business
community — the Marwaris have fostered
business and entrepreneurial activities in
Dibrugarh since a long time.

In the
Dibrugarh boasts of Dibrugarh University;

sphere of education,

the second oldest University of Assam.
Established in 1965, it offers a variety of

programmes 1in science & engineering,
economics, commerce and management. It
has a Centre for Technology Innovation and
incubation (CTII) which is playing a role in
incubating new businesses promoted by
students of the varsity through seed money
and mentoring (https://ctii- du.in.net). It
other
incubators like Assam Startup — the Nest.

has tie-ups with Institutional

The varsity also houses an
Entrepreneurship Development Centre
(EDC) established under a North Eastern
Council (NEC) funded project (https://edc-
du.in.net). Under the NEC project, the EDC
i1s not only scouting for potential
entrepreneurs but also mentoring existing

startups through Faculty Development

Programmes (FDPs), Entrepreneurship
Awareness Programmes (EAPs) and
Entrepreneurship Development

Programmes (EDPs). The Department of
Commerce and the Centre for Management
Studies through their study programmes
activities are promoting
entrepreneurship. The other higher
educational institutes (HEIs) of the district
are also playing a pivotal role to foster a

and other

culture of business and entrepreneurship

among the new generation of students.

In comparison to other parts of the
state, Dibrugarh unfortunately is not a
front-ranking district in agriculture,
horticulture, pisciculture, dairy farming
and allied sectors. This is in spite of the fact
that Dibrugarh with its humid subtropical
climate is well suited for agriculture. The

presence of numerous small rivers and
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other water bodies in the district can also
support pisciculture. The demand for
animal products like milk and pork is high.
Dibrugarh 1s home to many ethnic

communities and offers tremendous
potential for various businesses in the areas
of ethnic food, ethnic attire, cultural

tourism, etc.

The preceding paragraphs give a
brief overview of the potential of Dibrugarh
district as far as entrepreneurship is
concerned as well as the opportunities that
exist. Though, quality and comprehensive
research on entrepreneurial scope and
potential in Dibrugarh is very limited, it is
generally agreed that apart from the
traditional sectors, there is significant scope
of entrepreneurship in the service sector. As
in the rest of the world, opportunities for
entrepreneurship in the technology and
digital domain are on the rise.
Entrepreneurship is fortunately on a
growth trajectory 1in Dibrugarh and
available data supports it. As per the
Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, Government of India,
Dibrugarh district has a total of 614 Udyog
Aadhar Registrations out of which 274 are
Micro, 328 are Small and 12 are Medium
industries (https://dashboard.msme.gov.in
accessed on November 12, 2025). This is the
third highest number of registrations in
Assam after the Kamrup (Metro) and

Nagaon districts.

Most of the challenges faced by
entrepreneurs in Dibrugarh district are

similar to those faced by entrepreneurs in
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general. Even though lots of funding
schemes are being launched by the central
and state government including startup
grants, low-interest collateral free loans as
well as subsidies, adequate funding
remains a critical issue. This is because
many first- generation entrepreneurs do not
possess sufficient capital of their own which
1s required for part-funding of their
ventures. The grants or other funds that are
available are in-sufficient to start a
venture. There are also issues with working
capital required for running a business.
Product/service positioning and marketing
is absent or deficient on the part of the
entrepreneurs which means that reaching
customers is difficult. Absence of market
research, market knowledge and
advertising also does not help in competing
with other established players in the
market. Getting skilled manpower or
upskilling existing manpower is difficult.
These are again linked to unavailability of
bottlenecks,

especially power is a major challenge in

funds. Infrastructure

running a business. Power-cuts still
remains endemic. Sufficient office spaces,
warehouses and other infrastructure are
hurdles not only in setting up a new
business but also growth of businesses.
Entrepreneurs are many a times unable to
deal with government approvals and
regulator compliances. Awareness for the
same are poor and professional help is also
unavailable to entrepreneurs either
because 1t is non-existent or is costly.

Though the government has facilitated
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businesses by bringing in concepts like
single-window clearances and ease of doing
business; i1mplementation of the same
remains far from satisfactory ultimately
putting the entrepreneurs at sea when it
establishing and

comes to running

businesses.

Skill gap 1is still prevalent and
understanding of business and business
processes to steer a business through
challenges among many entrepreneurs
remain a concern. The result is that
businesses struggle to stay afloat and
ultimately close down. The mindset of the
people regarding entrepreneurship and
business remains skeptical. Parents in
particular and the society in general feels
that business is risky and it is much better
to have a job and be assured of a steady
income. As such there is a clamour for jobs,
especially Government jobs. The situation
1s such that there will be hundreds of
applicants for a job, with qualifications
being possessed by the applicants much
higher than what is asked for the job.

Entrepreneurs are risk averse to
trying new things or setting up ventures in
means that

emerging sectors. This

competition with existing businesses
remain high and business potential that
emerging sectors offers remain untapped.
Today’s businesses demand investment on
technology — whether it is digital marketing
or use of online platforms. In many cases,
this is lacking or is not being done in a

proper way.

While the opportunities and scope of
entrepreneurship in Dibrugarh is high, the
challenges are also daunting. To encourage
entrepreneurship, the challenges must be
addressed and all stake holders including
the government and the society must be
willing to play its role to the extent possible.
The government must be a facilitator and
the society must be an enabler.
Entrepreneurs should be able to work with
a growth mindset and pick up the necessary
skills to be successful. Continuous learning
abreast of the latest

developments in entrepreneurship is of

and being

utmost importance to bridge gaps in skills,
acquire new skills and take advantage of

emerging opportunities.

It is in the interest of the
entrepreneurs that they become part of an
entrepreneurial network that supports
their journey. Discussions with peers and
other experienced entrepreneurs within the
network is crucial to tackle challenges as
they can provide insights and perspectives
which are otherwise unavailable. They can
also provide business links and other
business opportunities that can support the
business activities of the entrepreneur in
many ways contributing to business growth
and sustainability.

Dibrugarh as a district has to tap its

opportunities and create successful
ventures to utilize its resources and spur
economic development. Entrepreneurship

development i1s a work in progress and
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never stops. Entrepreneurs have to be
scouted, groomed and made ready so that
they are confident to create and run new
ventures. While numerous policies exist to
aid entrepreneurs in many areas like
funding and other kinds of support, ground
realties reveal that there are lacunae in the
policies. As such, they need to be fine-tuned
and be
agencies including the District Industries
and Commerce Centre (DICC) has to

address their operational and administrate

made relevant. Government

1ssues like insufficient manpower and poor
training to staff which hampers their
functioning and ultimately leads to a
situation where they are unable to fulfill
their mandates. The educational institutes
of Dibrugarh are best suited to inculcate an
entrepreneurial culture among the new
generation of Dibrugarh and aid in
entrepreneurial development not only by
offering various courses on
through

research, consultancy and mentorship. The

entrepreneurship  but also

educational institutes also can collaborate

for these activities. Women
entrepreneurship which is a cornerstone of
entrepreneurship development is already
getting the attention it deserves and it
needs to be aggressively promoted in the

district of Dibrugarh.

The great earthquake of 1950 robbed
Dibrugarh of its status as an economic
powerhouse. The turbulent periods of 1980s
(The Assam Agitation) and 1990s
(Insurgency and army operations) kept the
region on tenterhooks for an extended
period and economic activities remained
subdued. Infrastructure bottlenecks didn’t
help either. The situation today is much
better in terms of the political environment
and infrastructural facilities.
Entrepreneurship can  provide the
necessary thrust to help Dibrugarh reclaim
its lost glory of being an economically
advanced region. It is the will to work that
can bring about the economic resurgence of
a region endowed with plenty of natural

resources.

Dr. Himadri Barman is an Associate Professor at Centre for Management Studies, Dibrugarh

University. He is also the Centre Head of the Entrepreneurship Development Centre (EDC), Dibrugarh

University. Dr. Barman is an Expert Member of the Centre for Technology Innovation and Incubation

(CTII), Dibrugarh University and is currently mentoring two startups seed funded by CTII. He may

be reached at himadri@dibru.ac.in
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Reflection:- 04

Carrying the Torch: A Grandson’s Lifelong
Contribution in Advancing the KANOI Family’s
Educational and Social Vision

C.A. Jyoti Prasad Kanoi

Social Activist

KANOI College is a cornerstone of
educational excellence in Assam. With a
rich history spanning over seven decades,
these institutions have pioneered a legacy
of academic achievement and innovation
and continue to play a pivotal role in
shaping the intellectual landscape of

Assam.

The philanthropic legacy of the Kanoi
family in Dibrugarh spans generations,
rooted in a profound commitment to
education and public welfare. In 1945,
Hanumanbux and Surajmall Kanoi played
a foundational role 1in establishing
Dibrugarh College—an institution that
would later be renamed Dibrugarh

Hanumanbux Surajmal Kanoi College
(DHSK) in
contributions. Inaugurated by Dr S.
Radhakrishnan, the then Vice President of

India, the college quickly became a beacon

recognition of  their

of higher education in Upper Assam,
catalysing the academic and civic growth of
the region. Its influence extended further
with the conceptualization and eventual

establishment of Dibrugarh University in

1965, a testament to the visionary foresight

of the Kanoi family.

The Kanoi family hails from the
Marwar region of Rajasthan, part of the
Marwari merchant community known for
its enterprise and civic values. Migrating
during the colonial era, Hanumanbux
Kanoi’s forebears settled in Assam in the
early 20th century, drawn by opportunities
in tea and trade. Over time, the family
became one of Upper Assam’s most
respected business houses, recognized not
only for commercial success but for their

integrity and commitment to public good.

Building on DHSK College’s impact,
the Kanoi family expanded Dibrugarh’s
educational landscape with institutions
DHSK

Commerce College was founded in 1960 to

tailored to emerging needs.
meet demand for business education,
followed by Manohari Devi Kanoi Girls’
College in 1963, offering women vital access
to higher learning. DHSK Law College
opened in 1965 to foster civic and legal
leadership, and in 2016, MDK Girls’ Science

College was established to promote gender-
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inclusive STEM education—each initiative
rooted in the family’s enduring commitment

to empowerment through education.

Hanumanbux Kanoi played a pivotal
yet understated role 1in establishing
Dibrugarh University. Though initially
Jorhat, the

prominence of DHSK College under his

planned for academic

patronage shifted momentum toward
Dibrugarh. In 1963, Shri Kanoi helped
finance the purchase of the Rajabhata Tea
Estate from Malbhog Baruah Tea Estates
Pvt Ltd. with a donation of %25 lakhs,
acknowledged by India’s then Education
Minister. The proposal gained State and
UGC support, leading to the university’s
founding in 1965. In 1its early years,
Dibrugarh University operated from DHSK
College, benefiting from the Kanoi family's
institutional generosity until moving to its

own campus in 1968.

The legacy of Rai  Saheb
Hanumanbux Kanoi remains deeply
embedded 1in Dibrugarh’s educational

landscape. The renaming of Dibrugarh
College to Dibrugarh Hanumanbux
Surajmal Kanoi College (DHSK) in 1957
stands as a lasting tribute to his vision.
Today, DHSK and its sister institutions—
Manohari Devi Kanoi Girls’ College with
MDK  Girls’ College—DHSK
College and DHSK Law
Colleges—carry forward his commitment to

Science

Commerce

inclusive, transformative education. From
the Lal Chand Kanoi Auditorium to the
college’s “Gyanat

guiding motto,
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Paratarang Nahi,” his values continue to

Inspire generations.

The author is a GB Member of the
KANOI Colleges and the grandson of
Laxminarayan Kanoi, younger brother of
Rai Saheb Padmashree
Kanoi. As a grandson of the illustrious

Hanumanbux

Kanoi family continuing the Kanoi legacy as
a social worker, philanthropist, and founder
of the dJyoti Lalita Kanoi Foundation
(JLKF) to promote the welfare of others,
Jyoti has established himself as a driving
force behind civic transformation and
educational empowerment in Dibrugarh,
Assam. His charitable initiatives span
education, environment, and healthcare,
reflecting a deep commitment to community
upliftment in an area of the country that
risks being left behind.

Jyoti was born in Mokalbari Tea
Estate, close to the town of Dibrugarh, in
1952, where he grew up in a small working-
class family helping fix bicycles at the
family cycle shop after school. From an
early age, Jyoti was recognized for his keen
sense of responsibility and his devotion to
duty, going on to become the Assistant
General Secretary, then the Welfare and
Cultural Secretary,
President of the Student Union at the
college where he studied.

and finally Vice

To further advance its commitment
to higher education in Dibrugarh, the
foundation has undertaken the construction
of a two storied Administrative Bhawan a
state-of-the-art facility at Dibru College.
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The new facilities are expected to enhance
the college’s infrastructure and

administrative  capabilities, benefiting
thousands of students in the region. It has
carried out refurbishment of the women’s
hostel DHSK College and

undertaken green

within
energy projects to
provide solar lighting across college
campuses to ensure proper visibility for
students walking the campus at night. The
Foundation has also supported the
felicitation of meritorious students and the
publishing of books about Assamese history

and culture.

In collaboration with Vivekananda
Kendra, Kanyakumari, the Foundation has
built a Conference hub for educational and
cultural activities within the Anandalaya
Bhawan in Dibrugarh to host educational

seminars and youth forums monthly.

Jyoti through his foundation has
spearheaded multiple other community
Stop Plastic

organizing

Initiatives, including a

movement by massive
awareness campaigns with district heads,
supporting community weddings for tea
garden Adivasis, helping during Covid with
provision of an Ambulance designed
specifically for patients with Covid, and
carrying out free cancer screening, testing,
and awareness camps for early disease

detection.

Jyoti also engages directly with
students and academic leaders, often
advocating mentorship, clean campuses,

and holistic growth. He emphasizes the

importance of giving back to society and
preserving the values of education, service,
and cultural awareness. His speeches and
articles published in state newspapers
reflect a deep sense of gratitude and
responsibility toward the community.

The foundation is continuing to

expand scholarships for economically

underprivileged youth and helping create
schools,

wellness programs 1in local

ensuring that development remains

inclusive and future-facing. The
foundation’s initiatives have been lauded by
Vice-Chancellor

and other dignitaries, who recognize the

Dibrugarh University’s

foundation’s role in improving student
welfare. Jyoti has been commended publicly
by Union Ministers for contributions to
higher education. He has been applauded
by civic leaders across Dibrugarh for being
a community icon, and community feedback
has been overwhelmingly positive as
evidenced by numerous newspaper articles

about Jyoti and the foundation’s work.

Jyoti Kanoi’s work through the JLK
Foundation reflects a rare blend of
empathy, vision, and action. It elevates the
civic and educational landscape of
Dibrugarh and serves as a blueprint for
sustainable community leadership. His
contributions deserve not only recognition
but replication across regions where such

dedication can sow seeds of transformation.

Currently, the Foundation is
developing a Five-storied Block at the

community hospital to house a Blood Bank,
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MRI centre, and OPD, etc.—bringing essential healthcare to the district.
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The author takes the opportunity with all humility at
his command to congratulate on his behalf and on
behalf of the entire KANOI family the momentous

Golden Jubilee of Dr. ROHINI KANTA BARUA LAW

COLLEGE. It is a privilege to contribute and dedicate
this write-up for “Golden Treasures’, a souvenir to

commemorative the celebration of 50 years of shaping

legal minds and contributing to the justice system. Let
us reflect on our journey and envision a future where

the principles of law serve as a beacon of justice and

equality for all.
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The major problems in the world are the
result of difference between how nature
works and the way people think.
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Reflection:- 05

POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY - AN
OVERVIEW

Sri Satyabrata Sarma

Sr. Adyocate & Ex-1ice Principal,
Dr. Robini Kanta Barna Law College

The post Independent India saw a
significant metamorphosis in the role of the
State, as democracy demanded that the
people of Sovereign India be looked upon
with safety and security and also that their

welfare be promoted.

Article 38 of the Indian Constitution
mandated that “The State shall strive to
promote the welfare of the people by
securing and protecting as effectively as it
may a social order in which justice, social,
economic and political, shall inform all the
institutions of the national life”.

And in order to fulfil the said
aspirations, the role of the police, amongst
others, became very important. Infact the
Welfare State also required the efficient
management of law and order by the
Government and the police was looked upon
as a vehicle to fructify the said objective of
the Constitution. The importance of police
could Dbe
Independence days when the British used

perceived since the pre-

to utilize the said institution for achieving

their goals, which was legalized with the
enactment of the Police Act, 1861.

The Police Act of 1861 is one of the
oldest and most significant pieces of
legislation shaping law enforcement in
India, which was enacted in response to the
Indian Rebellion of 1857, in order to
maintain control over the Indian masses.
After Independence, the role of police
increased manifold as a consequence of
India cloaking itself with the mantle of the
welfare state.

However, with the passage of time, it
was seen that the State failed to act as a
protector of the masses whose resentment
echoed all throughout the country. Crimes
multiplied and changed its nature and it
appeared that the institution of police
became paralyzed as they remained
confined within the domain of an archaic
model. In order to adapt to the morose
situation, the Government appointed
various Commissions starting from 1977
itself, entrusting it to study the matters in
order to

issues 1n strengthen the
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professional independence of the police,
enabling it to perform in an efficient and
professional manner, so as to fulfill the
objective which was pined for and not
simply, carry on in the cloak draped upon it
by the British. The functioning of the police
system also demanded of a mechanism
embedded with supervisory authority to
arrest the illegal exercise of powers and
efficient functioning of the system. The
Committees searched and researched the
factors ailing the system and suggested
recommendations from time to time but the
same remained to be implemented, being
shelved. The Sorabjee Committee also
played a profound role in the matter of
introducing major reforms to curb the
make the
accountable but still it remained a distant
Infact, the morbidity of the

concerned stakeholders resulting in the

menace and to system

dream.

continuance of the pathetic situation even
caught the attention of the National Human
Rights
mirrored in its report published in the year
2002.

Commission, whose views got

The strengthening of the criminal
justice system in the country depended to a
large extent on the efficient working of the
police force. An effective and efficacious
police force requires sincere, dedicated,
honest, unbiased, corruption-free and an
unyielding mindset in order to instill the
faith of common man upon police and to
uphold the principle of rule of law. Police
administration does not mean the

appointment of some officers in an
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hierarchical order to harass the common
people and act at the command of the
interested groups without following the law,
wrapping themselves in their own whims
and fancies and with their own
preconceived values of good and bad and be
swayed by political influences and subdued
by the God of Mammon. Though functioning
from a pretty long period of time, the system
behaved like a rudderless ship, floating in
the wind, to suit the wishes of some
venomous interested parties and by their

own greed and selfish interests.

lacked total

accountability and whatever efforts were

The system

nitiated or attempted to be initiated by the
statutes were blown to the winds by the
hierarchy itself. Seeing such a plight and to
pluck out the system from the doldrums in
which it was placed, the Hon’ble Supreme
Court could not remain as a mere spectator
and understanding the gravity of the
situation, it was forced to step in and
suggest the directions in which the reforms
were needed to be initiated which included
various aspects of the counselling of the
police system starting from directing the
Central Government, State Government
and UTs to look into the aspects of : 1) State
Security Commission; 2) Selection and
minimum tenure of DGP; 3) Minimum
tenure of IG of police and other officers; 4)
Separation of investigation from
maintenance of law and order; 5) Police
Establishment Boards; 6) Institution of
Police Complaints Authority including

setting up of National Security
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Commission. These directions, the Hon’ble
Court observed, ought to be implemented by
the aforesaid authorities till appropriate
laws were passed. The Hon’ble Court
passed the aforesaid directions while
exercising the powers under Article 32 of
the Indian Constitution in a writ petition
filed by one Sri Prakash Singh.

In pursuance of the directions of the
Hon’ble Supreme Court, the Government of
Assam, enacted The Assam Police Act,
2007, which was subsequently amended by
the Assam Act No. XLIV of 2022, which
received the assent of the Governor on 30th
August, 2007. The Act introduced itself with
the preamble

having the following

objectives:

To provide for an impartial and
efficient Police Service;

To safeguard the interests of the

people;

To make the

professionally organized, service oriented

police  force

and accountable to the law;

To redefine the role of police taking
into account the emerging challenges of
of the State,

1mperatives of good governance and respect

policing and security

for human rights;

To empower the police to enable it to
function as an efficient, effective, people
friendly and responsive agency;

The preamble emphasized the
constitutional obligation of the State to

provide impartial and efficient police

service, safeguarding the interests of the
people with due regard to rule of law. It is
however interesting to mnote that the
realization for amending the Act dawned on
the Legislature in the 58th year of the
Republic of India.

One of the striking aspects of the Act
was embedded in Chapter VIII which spoke
of “Police Accountability”, extending from
Sections 69 — 89 of the said Act, dealing
with different areas, pertaining to the
establishment of a Police Accountability
Commission, mode of appointment of its
Chairperson and other members, functions
and powers of the Commission, right of
persons to be heard who are prejudicially
effected by the actions of the police, giving
of decisions and directions of the
Commission and publication of its reports.
The Act also made provisions of the
establishment of a District Accountability
Authority and its functions and also
imposed its obligation of publishing its
reports.

A bare reading of Section 69 of the
said Act establishes the fact that inspite of
the mechanisms which already existed
making the police accountable, the new Act
was enacted to make it much more
accountable by  incorporating some
additional mechanisms which was detailed

in Chapter VIII.

The stark reality however, poses a
grim picture as it is seen that in most cases,
police has not been able to come out of the

shackles of the inertia which they were
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bound since long. A deep, thoughtful and

objective analysis presents a pitiable

scenario, 1n-as-much-as, the reality

presents a dismal state of affairs.

Non-registration of FIRs for reasons
best known to police, is one of the common
ills afflicting the society at large for which
the public has to approach the higher
authorities who also unfortunately fail to
provide any relief to the public. The only
succor which the afflicted can avail is the
Court which again has to depend on the
reports from the police, who in most of the
cases, fail to respond immediately and even
if it responds, the same is half-hearted and
time consuming, giving rise to the dismay
and despair to the victims. The poor victims
having scant knowledge of law, scarcely
lodges a complaint about the inactivity of
the concerned police and even if made, fails
to further it because of his own constrains,
resulting in the stagnation of the entire

process.

The role of police officers starts from
the time when an offence commences and
the responsibility of the said officer
continues till the end of the trial as the
materials of investigation has a direct
bearing on the trial of a case. During trial,
it is found that many material evidences are
not brought before the Court, which leads to
acquittal. It is also seen that the police
pressurizes the accused to plead guilty in
order to raise the level of conviction rate in
a particular district instead of raising the

methods and means of fair investigation in
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a case. Ignorance of the new laws adds

further woe.

Sometimes serious sections are

imposed against persons leading to
unnecessary arrests and detention on
account of political and other influences
which also destroys the fabric of the Indian
Constitution and the directions passed by
the Hon’ble Supreme Court in various
decisions. Absence of statements of victims
u/s 161 Cr.P.C. (181 BNSS) or faulty
seizures leads to investigational lapses.
Serious crimes like NDPS, which requires
technical and careful investigation, are
eschewed deliberately thereby rupturing

the spirit and tenure of the law.

The main question herein lies is that
who 1s accountable for the said lapses.
Inspite of the constitution of the two
Accountability Commissions consisting of
independent Commissioners of District and
Police Administration, to whose notice the
flaws have been highlighted from time to
time, the situation remains the same and
the position as exists, presents a scenario
wherefrom it appears that the reformatory
measures for imposing accountability have
not yet percolated to the police system. The
police authorities seem to be in stupor and

torpor in this regard.

The role assigned to the police under
Sections 47 and 48 of the Assam Police Act,
2007, which relates to their functions and
discharge of social responsibilities, still
remains to be fulfilled in toto and for some

a distant dream. A deep and impassionate
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analysis of the scenario raises questions
about the accountability of the present
working system of the police authorities.
The chasm between the public and the
police still remains distanced and much
needs to be done to bridge the same as police
has the responsibility of providing security
and safety to each and every citizen of the
country and it is not the exclusive privilege
of some few, including the political

functionaries.

The people are now left with only
recourse of approaching the Courts which
was not the ethos, with which the aforesaid
Act was enacted. It 1s a fact that some police
officers are diligent and it is also seen that
they themselves are victims of human
rights violation. Yet the fact which remains
1s that the social accountability of police
cannot be shrugged off and they are to
remain responsible for their actions under
the law. To the discerning mind, it 1is
apparent that the accountability principle
has still a long way to go

*kkkkkk
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Reflection:- 06

HUMOROUS SITUATIONS

Stri Sudeb C. Goswami
Ex-Vice Principal
Dr. Robini Kanta Barua Law College,
Adyocate, Dibrugarh Bar Association

Many lawyers have become great
writers in the world. The question is, how?
In general, a good writer is always in search
of a plot for a story, so they go to jungle, hilly
areas, seashore and what not, only for
collecting plot of the story but we the
lawyers need not go anywhere. The plot of
the story itself comes to us, the only
problem lies with us is that we don’t want
to write offering different excuses. The legal
profession makes them busy for the whole
day and night. Today I will write about
some of the humorous situations that have
arisen 1in connection with the legal

profession and Court.

During 1989-90 (ULFA insurgency),
a boy was killed by an unknown gunman
near Dibrugarh University. Police could not
detect the actual murderer. But on mere
suspicion they arrested many boys from
different villages. A villager's son was also
arrested. He engaged a lawyer of Dibrugarh
Bar Association for releasing his son on bail.
Considering the gravity of the offence, the
said lawyer engaged a senior advocate for
moving the bail petition before the District
& Session Judge at Dibrugarh. The District
Judge was a very tall figured person and a
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man of strict principle. Everybody could
realise that there was little chance of
getting the bail. During the pendency of the
bail application, the said villager, along
with a person, came to the lawyer and told,
“Sir, you need not worry for the bail. You
follow the 1instructions of this man”,
showing a man with him. He said, “This
man can do everything. He knows the
remedies for all maladies”. He introduced
the man to be a Tantrik. He would give you
a Tabiz (amulet). “You have to keep the
Tabiz under the cushion of the judge’s chair
at the time of hearing the bail petition. The
Judge will become helpless, and the Tabiz
will compel him to grant the bail in favour

of my son.”

The lawyer refused to do all those
things. However, after hearing the bail
petition, the District Judge was satisfied
with the investigation report and granted
the bail in favour of the accused. The lawyer
told his client with excitement that the bail
was granted in favour of his son. But the
villager did not show any reaction, only he
said that they knew bail would be granted.
This time the lawyer asked how he knew

that. The said villager told that since he
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refused to keep the Tabiz under the cushion
of the Judge’s chair, the Tantrik gave him a
remedy, that brothers or any person he
knew could sit inside the Court room with
the Tabiz at the time of hearing of the bail
petition that would be sufficient.
Accordingly, his brother sat in the court
room with the Tabiz and so the bail was
granted. The advocate became speechless
since his client was giving entire credit to
the Tantrik not to the lawyer who by dint of
his intelligence, submission and
preparation convinced the Judge and
ultimately the Judge was convinced and

granted the bail.

A lawyer was moving a bail petition
for his client before the Magistrate. He was
submitting verbally as other lawyers do.
His submission was - “The accused (his
client) is innocent, the police implicated him
in the case for harassing him, and he is in
jail for more than a month. So he should be
released on bail”. The Magistrate was
listening to him and started laughing.
Suddenly, the Magistrate asked the lawyer
— “Are you advocate Mahananda Gogoi?”
the lawyer replied — “Yes”. “Have you lodged
an FIR with the Police stating that your cow
was stolen by an unknown thief some days
back?” This time also the lawyer replied —
“Yes”. “”The police arrested the thief and
recovered your cow from his house
thereafter, asked you to go to the Police
Station for identification of your cow? You
1dentified your cow and took it back to your

house? The lawyer was surprised. How

could the Magistrate know everything

about him?

The Magistrate made a comment,
“Strange! This i1s the thief who stole away
your cow and against whom you lodged an
FIR, now you are submitting that he is
innocent and not guilty”. The lawyer asked
the Magistrate, “Sir, is it my own stolen cow
case? Then sorry Sir, he is guilty, not
innocent.” The Magistrate laughed and
said, “”Now your submission is completely
reversed!” Every person who was present in
the Court room, came out only for the

purpose of laughing heartily.

One of my lawyer friends one day
asked me, "What do you want to take with
coffee?” I couldn't understand anything. I
asked him, “Have you got money from
anywhere without a job?” he asked me
precisely. Then he started to laugh and told
me, “In uniform I went to a railway station
with my wife, she was going to Kolkata. 1
was standing on the platform near the
compartment in which my wife was sitting.
All of a sudden, a person came to me and
tried to confirm - "Is it that compartment?”
I couldn't understand anything and told
him, “Yes”. I thought that he was asking
whether my wife was in that compartment
or not. Silently he handed over a 500 rupee
note (to me) uttering two words — “Upto
Dimapur”. Within a moment, I found many
passengers starting to ask me about the
reason for the delay for starting the train
etc. considering me to be a T.T. of the
Apprehending

Railway department.

imminent danger I left the railway station
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immediately. He started to laugh with a
remark — “A lawyer i1s easily acceptable

everywhere”.

A lawyer was submitting his case
before the magistrate. The magistrate
pretended to be very busy with other case
records and was trying to ignore him in a
negligent manner. The magistrate was not
listening to the lawyer with intent to insult
him. The lawyer became annoyed and asked
the magistrate — “Sir, it appears to me that
you are not listening to my submission.”
The magistrate laughed and said, “I am
listening to you. In fact, whatever you are
telling, I hear but (told in Assamese) — ‘Mor
eal kanot homay, hei kanere olai jai”. The
lawyer asked the magistrate — “Sir how is it
possible? My words go inside but
immediately come out by the left ear. Sir, is

there nothing inside your head?”

An unmarried girl came to a lawyer
for registration of her marriage with her
lover. The lawyer took some prescribed
forms and started to fill up the same after
collecting the details from her. The said girl
felt insulted and said, “I am a highly
qualified person, I can fill up the prescribed
forms for marriage.” She almost snatched
away the prescribed forms from the lawyer
and told that she would come immediately

with those forms. But she never turned up

and the lawyer also had forgotten about her.
After 5 months she came to the lawyer with
those forms. The lawyer asked the reason
for the delay of 5 months. She answered. It
took 5 months for filling up the said
prescribed forms of marriage. She further
told that she made a petition before the
Circle Officer for measurement of their
residential house but the Circle Officer
passed the order lately asking the Mondal
to go to the plot where their residential
buildings were there. The Mondal went to
their house for the purpose of making the
measurement but could not do the same. He
came back asking her to clean the backyard
of their house. It took maximum time to
clean the entire boundary of their house for
the want of a casual labourer and at last,
Mondal could go there for measurement of
their residence.The lawyer asked what was
the necessity for making measurements of
their residence for filling up the said
prescribed forms for registration of
marriage? The said educated girl told that
there was a column in the prescribed form
asking where she resided and what was the
length of residence? So unless she made the
measurement of my residential house how
to fill up the column - length of my
residence? The lawyer started to laugh and
told, the length of residence means — ‘how
long you have been residing in that place’.

Judge while framing the charge asked — “Have you committed the murder?’

Accused replied — “How can I say now? Judgment is yet to be pronounced.”
Kkkkkkk
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Reflection:- 07

Recognition of Psychological Trafficking of

Humans in Indian Jurisprudence

Dr. Jayanta Boruah
Assistant Professor
Department of Law, Central University of Karnataka

Ms. Junu Das
Research Scholar
North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong

Introduction

The word 'trafficking' denotes the
forceful movement of people from one place
to another. However, the movement of a
victim from one country to another in
forceful coercion doesn't only determine
human trafficking.! To ascertain human
trafficking, we shall also consider it locally.
Trafficking is an act of violation of basic
human rights that has been recognized
globally for a long time.2 Trafficking is more
severe than mere exploitation. Some
countries recognized it as a crime, and in
some other parts, it is recognized as a
violation of human rights. For instance, in
America, trafficking is recognized as a
federal crime under American law.3 Simply,

! What is Trafficking in Human Beings? Astra Anti
Trafficking Action, available at www.astra.rs/en/trafficking-
human-being/, visited on July 16, 2021.

2 Defining Trafficking, Coatnet,
https://www.coatnet.org/what-is-
trafficking/#text=The%20act%200f%20recruiting,  visited
on July 16, 2021.

3 Tom Obokata, “Trafficking of Human Beings as a Crime
against Humanity: Some Implications for the International

available at

Legal System” Vol. 54, No. 2, the International and

it can be said that when a person
fraudulently, coercively, forcefully,
deceptively, or by abusing power compels
another person to perform labour or
services to earn profit by controlling the
person’s freedom, then such practices fall
under the definition of human trafficking.
Generally, trafficking can be referred to as
any act of buying or selling people or of
making money from work they are forced to
do, such as sex work.* Trafficking can be
physical or  non-physical. Physical
trafficking is where abuse of power or
exploitation directly occurs to the human
body and is generally recognized in the legal
system of a civilized nation.> Non-physical
trafficking 1is indirect and involves
psychological manipulation, which exploits

Comparative Law Quarterly, pp. 445-457, (2005), available
at https://www.jstor.org/stable/3663256, visited on July 16,
2021.

4 Trafficking, Cambridge Dictionary, available at
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/trafficki
ng, (visited on July 15, 2021).

5> Susie B. Baldwin, Anne E. Fehrenbacher, and David P.

. [13 . . .
Eisenman, Psychological Coercion in Human

Trafficking: An Application of Biderman’s Framework,”
Vol. 25(9), Qualitative Health Research, SAGE,(2014).
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the human body for profit.6 Psychological
trafficking is a rarely used term and does
not find recognition in the jurisprudence of
most civilized societies. Albert Biderman, a
Sociologist was the first scholar to describe
the  framework for  understanding
psychological coercion in the context of
confinement.” When someone forcefully
controls the mind of a victim for gaining
profit without physical harm and
manipulates the mind of the victim to gain
trust so that the traffickers can exploit the
victim by pressuring emotionally and
mentally to commit the act, it shall be
regarded as psychological coercion.8 This
paper, therefore, attempts to understand
the extent to which Indian laws have
recognized  psychological  modes  of
exploitation as human trafficking.

Trafficking: Meaning, Definition,
and Characteristics

The term trafficking has been
defined in the Trafficking of Persons
(Prevention, Protection, and Rehabilitation)
Bill, 2018, as “recruitment, transportation,
harboring, transfer or receipt of a person for
exploitation by using certain means. These
means are the use of threat, force, abduction,
fraud, and deception, abuse of power or
through inducement.”®

To understand the meaning of
psychological trafficking, it is necessary to
consider the meaning of physical
exploitation as human trafficking. The

® Ibid.

7 Ibid.

8 Ibid.

% The Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and
Rehabilitation)  Bill, 2018, India, available at
https://prsindia.org/billtrack/the-trafficking-of-persons-

prevention-protection-and-rehabilitation-bill-2018#, (visited
on July 15, 2021).
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
194810 provided some basic human rights to
gain greater freedom and security against
violation and to protect human beings from
any exploitation that leads to human
trafficking. Human trafficking is a serious
global problem in the present era. Due to
this, the basic human rights, for instance
right to life, the right to free choice, the
right to live with dignity, the right to free
movement, etc., get disrupted.l! Human
trafficking means transportation of a
person by using the threat of force or other
forms of coercion, abduction, fraud, or
deception for the illegal purpose and to
establish control over another person to
earn profit by exploiting. In other words, it
can be termed modern-day slavery, which is
quite similar to traditional slavery except
confining them with a lock and chain.12

Human
Trafficking

Modern
Slavery

Psychological
Trafficking

Human trafficking equally impacts
the political and social conditions, as well as

10 The United Nations Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, 1948

1 What is Trafficking in Human Beings? Astra Anti
Trafficking Action, available at www.astra.rs/en/trafficking-
human-being/, visited on July 16, 2021.

12 Susie B. Baldwin, Anne E. Fehrenbacher, and David P.

. [13 . . .
Eisenman, Psychological Coercion in Human

Trafficking: An Application of Biderman’s Framework,”
Vol. 25(9), Qualitative Health Research, SAGE,(2014).
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the economic transition of a country. In the
modern era, the phenomenon of the
traditional kind of slavery has disappeared,
but one cannot deny the fact that it still
exists in the form of human trafficking.
Human trafficking is a modern kind of
slavery where the victims of slavery are
compelled to work for others so that the
traffickers can earn money from the
business of slavery. Human trafficking is a
globally practiced crime against humanity
in the modern period, where traffickers
earn profit by the trafficking business. To
prevent human trafficking, the Protocol to
Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking
in Persons Especially Women and Children
Trafficking Protocol was adopted in
December 2000 within the framework of the
United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime
Convention).13 Article 3 of the Trafficking in
Person Protocol stated that “trafficking in
person means the recruitment,
transportation, transfer, harbouring or
receipt of persons, by means of the threat or
use of force or other forms of coercion, of
abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the
abuse of power or a position of vulnerability
or the giving or receiving of payments or
benefits to achieve the consent of a person
having control over another person, for
exploitation.”14

Although a link between trafficking
and the smuggling of human beings arises
from the above definitions, there 1s a
difference between trafficking and the

13 Tom Obokata, “Trafficking of Human Beings as a Crime
against Humanity: Some Implications for the International

Legal System” Vol. 54, No. 2, the International and
Comparative Law Quarterly, pp. 445-457, (2005), available
at https://www.jstor.org/stable/3663256, visited on July 16,
2021.

14 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in
Persons Especially Women and Children Supplementing the
United Nations Convention Against Transnational
Organized Crime, (General Assembly Resolution 55/25 of
15 November, 2000).

smuggling of human beings. Trafficking
occurs by use of force or coercion to control
someone’s freedom, but these elements are
not necessary for smuggling. To be held as
Trafficking, the main requirement is the
exploitation of human beings, but in
smuggling, exploitation is not necessary.
Trafficking can occur within the country or
outside the country, but in smuggling,
International movement is necessary.15

There are various forms of

trafficking; these are

. Sexual exploitation

. Labour exploitation

. Debt bondage

. Forced marriage

. Forced  participation 1in
activities

. Trafficking in body organs!6

Ot i W DN+~

criminal

»

Victims of human trafficking are
often manipulated to believe that they are
going abroad to work in an industry, model,
factory workers, and dancer, but traffickers
deceptively take them abroad and force
them 1into prostitution, forced labour,
slavery, and begging.l” However, at
present, new forms of exploitation are also
emerging.

The Emergence of Psychological
Means of Human Trafficking

In the contemporary era, the internet
is used as a tool for innovation, learning

15 Tom Obokata, “Trafficking of Human Beings as a Crime
against Humanity: Some Implications for the International
Legal System” Vol. 54, No. 2, the International and
Comparative Law Quarterly, pp. 445-457, (2005), available
at https://www.jstor.org/stable/3663256, visited on July 16,
2021.

® What is Trafficking in Human Beings? Astra Anti
Trafficking Action, available at www.astra.rs/en/trafficking-
human-being/, visited on July 16, 2021.

7 Tbid.
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purposes, and economic growth. But at the
same time, many people misuse the
internet to produce access and share
abusive materials. Online abuse is the most
common form of trafficking prevailing these
days. Online abuse can seriously damage
the victims mentally and emotionally.18
Due to the increased usage of social media,
people are easily trapped in the virtual
world. Through the internet, traffickers can
easily exploit the victim. The technology
has made it possible for a trafficker to track
a victim to exploit them and gain their
benefits.1® Nowadays, many smartphones
have GPS, which can track location. By this
technological tool, the trafficker can easily
verify the location of the victim, so by this,
his/her movement can be kept in record by
the traffickers. In the technological world,
the recruitment and transportation of
victims are not required physically; by
sitting at home, the trafficker can exploit
the mind of the victim.20 Due to live
streaming and online chatting, the victim
gets easily trapped. The traffickers
deceptively and fraudulently try to catch
the minds of the victim, and when the
victim gets trapped in their inducement
action, then the traffickers show their color
and try to control the victim to act contrary
to their own interest.2!

Recently in the news, it was observed
that a teen boy, while playing a game
named Blue Whale online, was forced to

18 Chapter V, Trafficking use of the Internet, available at
https://www.unodc.org, visited on July 17, 2021.

19 Online Child Sexual Exploitation, Ecpat, available at
https://www.ecpat.org/what-we-do/onlinechild-sexual-
exploitation/, visited on July 17, 2021.

20 The Rise of Technology in Trafficking and Sexual
Exploitation, Equality Now, available at
https://www.eqialitynow.org/stop_tech_exploitation, visited
on July 17, 2021.

2L Online Child Sexual Exploitation, Ecpat, available at
https://www.ecpat.org/what-we-do/onlinechild-sexual-
exploitation/, visited on July 17, 2021.
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commit suicide. While entering the game,
the boy accepted the terms and conditions
and completed each level of the game as per
the requirements of the game. In the final
task of the game, there was a challenge
provided to the teen boy asking him to
commit suicide. Although a normal human
being with general prudence might not have
accepted such a challenge, the game was so
psychologically influential that the boy
accepted the challenge and jumped from the
top of the building, which led to his death.
This game was psychologically exploiting
the mind of the player, and after accepting
the terms and conditions, the creator of the
Blue Whale Game did not leave any option
to the player except suicide.?? This is a kind
of psychological exploitation that was
highly criminal, and many boys committed
suicide because of this game. There are
other suicide games as well, which are
available online.23 Such activities possess
similar attributes to those of human
trafficking as discussed above, since they
involve exploitation of the rights of human
beings through external influences;
however, with the difference that such
influences are non-physical, and there
arises a difficulty in tracking the traffickers
who are committing such offences. The
problem even gets wider since the
influences are invisible and cannot be
checked by the existing provisions of the
laws.24

22 Blue Whale Online Game Responsible for Teen’s Suicide:
Family, Medicine Net, available at
https://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp?articleke
y=205290, visited on July 18, 2021.

23 Kalpana Sharma, The Reality Behind The Theory of Killer
Game Blue Whale, Entertainment Times, available at
https://www.mtimesofindia-
com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/m.timesofindia.com/life-
style/health-fitness/de-stress/the-reality-behind-the-theory-
of-killer-game-blue-whale/amp_articleshow/59881467,
visited on July 18, 2021.

24 The Registrar (Judicial) Madurai Bench of Madras High
Court v. Union of India & Ors. Suo Moto W.P. (MD). No.
16668 of 2017.
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In 2017, a case was reported to the
Supreme Court when a 13-year-old boy was
trapped into online predator. In this case, a
21-year-old boy makes a friendship with the
13 years boy and tries to gain his trust. The
13-year-old boy, without the knowledge of
his parents chat with those 21 years boys.25
After gaining trust from the young boy, the
21-year-old boy first started sending adult
content to the young boy and later
convinced the young boy to reveal and send
his nude picture via Facebook Messenger.
The boy was also asked to send his parents
nude photos via messenger. The young boy
then started filming his parents by using
his smartphone and sent the nude
photograph and video of his parents to the
21-year-old boy via messenger. The 21-year-
old boy then threatened him and demanded
money from the young boy. There are many
cases where, through the tool of social
media, the traffickers forcibly try to control
the minds of the victims and use the victims
to earn money.26 Such practices are
committed against the interest of the
victims, which again resembles the
characteristics of trafficking; however, the
law recognizes such practices as offences
under several provisions other than human
trafficking, reducing the gravity of such
offences.

Even instances have been recorded
where fake identities have been uploaded
on the matrimonial sites, inducing the
victims to indulge in marriage, after which
such victims were exploited by the
traffickers for various immoral activities.2?
In such situations, more than physical
force, psychological means were applied,
which ultimately left the victims with no

2 K K Mustafah, Bengaluru Teen Trapped by Online
Predator, The Hindu, available at
https://www.thehindu.com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/www.the
hindu.com/news/national/karnataka/bengaluru-teen-
trapped-by-online-predator/article, visited on July 18, 2021.
26 Ibid.

other option than to surrender to the
desires of the traffickers. Such activities are
no doubt punishable under the law, but a
compilation of the various provisions of the
laws in India dealing with such offences is
required for enhancing the punishment and
to increase the uniformity by categorising
such offences within the scope of human
trafficking.

Love Jihad is yet another example of
a love scam that is now on trend these days.
It is alleged that in Love Jihad, a Muslim
boy, by concealing the real identity on social
media, deceptively induces a Hindu girl and
gains her trust. Later, when the girl gets
influenced, the Muslim boy forcefully tries
to convert her to the Muslim religion,
1rrespective of her consent. Such activities
are against the basic human rights of the
victims in general and the Right to Freedom
of Religion and the Right against
Exploitation in particular. This makes such
offences come under the domain of human
trafficking since here deceitful means are
utilized, the victims are forced to act
against their intention, and a grave
psychological (in some cases even physical)
exploitation of the victims occurs for the
interests of the offenders.

The internet has made it possible for
the traffickers to psychologically
manipulate the victims and in the world of
increasing Pornhub, emotional
blackmailing and undue advantages of
ignorance and vulnerabilities of the victims
coupled with lack of security and uniform
provisions of the Indian legislations have all
made it possible for the traffickers to
successfully pursue their motives without

27 Trapped During Hunt for Spouse Online, Mumbai News,
Hindustan Times, available at https://www.hindustantimes-
com.cdn.ampprohject.org/v/s/www.hindustantimes.com/mi
mbai-news/trapped-during-hunt-for-spouse-online/story-
5g6iiTvltRsDowl, visited on July 18, 2021.
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much hardship of which the above were just
a few examples.

An Analysis of the Legal
Provisions on Human Trafficking
in India

The Constitution of India provides
safeguards against human exploitation.
However, the Constitution of India does not
explicitly use the term human trafficking.28

Article 23 of the Constitution
prevents traffic in human beings and forced
labour. Begging and other forms of labour
are prohibited by this Article. The Supreme
Court in the case of Peoples Union for
Democratic Rights v. Union of India2® held
that the scope of Article 23 i1s vast and
limitless and strikes all traffic in human
beings and the beggar, and other forms of
forced labour.

One of the prominent Acts relating to

trafficking is the Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, 1956, to prevent
trafficking for commercial sexual

exploitation.30 Section 5A of the Immoral
Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 provides that
whoever recruits, transports, transfers,
harbors, or receives a person for prostitution
by means of-

a. Threat or use of force or coercion,
abduction, fraud, deception; or

b. Abuse of power or a position of
vulnerability; or

c. Giving or receiving of payments or benefit
to achieve the consent of such person
having control over another person,

28 Dr. J.N. Pandey, Constitutional Law of India, (Central
Law Agency, Allahabad, 52" Edition, 2015).

29 AIR 1982 SC 1943.

30 The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956, Act No. 104
of 1956.
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Commits the offence of trafficking in
persons

Section 5B of the Act provides for the
punishment if any person commits
trafficking in person the person shall be
punishable on first conviction with rigorous
imprisonment for a term which shall not be
less than seven years and if the offender
repeats this kind of conduct, then the
punishment shall be imprisonment for
life.3! Section 5B (2) states that any person
who attempts to commit, abet trafficking in
person shall be punishable in the same way
as they have committed the offence. Section
6 of the Act said that if any person detains
the victim in the place where prostitution is
carried on whether with the consent of the
victim or without the consent of the victim,
then the traffickers shall be punished with
first conviction which shall not be less than
seven years or which may extend to ten
years and also be liable to pay fine for such
act.32

The Criminal Law Amendment Act
2013 amended Sections 370 and 370A of the
Indian Panel Code and made various
provisions to prevent the offences of human
trafficking along with trafficking of children
for exploitation in any form, for instance,
physical exploitation like slavery, sexual
exploitation, forced removal of organs, etc.
Before the amendment by the Criminal Law
Amendment Act of 2013, Section 370 of the
Indian Penal Code defined trafficking as
buying or disposing of a person as a slave.33
The previous Section before the amendment
provided that anyone who imports, exports,
removes, buys, sells, or disposes of any
person as a slave, or accepts, receives, or
detains against the victim’s will and exploit

31 The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956, Act No. 104
of 1956.

32 ibid.

33 Amendments to the Indian Panel Code (45 of 1860) by the
Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 (13 of 2013).
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the victim as a slave, shall be punishable
with imprisonment for a term which may
extend to seven years with a fine.34¢ But
after the Criminal Amendment Act, 2013,
Section 370 i1s substituted as trafficking in
persons. The Section provided that if
anyone in the name of exploitation, recruits,
transport, harbors, transfer, receives, a
person or persons by using threats or using
force or any other form of coercion or by
abduction or by practicing fraud or
deception or by abuse of power or by
inducement by giving money or receiving
payment so that the traffickers can achieve
the consent of the victim having control over
the victim recruited in another place for
income then such persons commits the
offense of trafficking in person.35

This Section also explains the term
exploitation as any act which i1s done by
physical exploitation or sexual exploitation,
slavery, practices or which can be similar to
slavery, servitude, or forced removal of
organs.36

This Section further provides the
punishment for anyone who commits this
offence with seven years’ imprisonment,
which might increase up to ten years, or if
highly crucial, then the offender might get
punished with life imprisonment with a
fine.37

This Section also provides
punishment to the offender who is involved
with the trafficking of more than one minor
with14 year’s imprisonment and if the
offender gets punished for trafficking of
minor more than one occasion, then such
person shall be punished with life
Imprisonment.38

34 The Indian Panel Code, Act No. 45 of 1860.
3 Ibid.
36 Ibid.
37 Ibid.

Section 370A of the Indian Penal
Code deals with the exploitation of a
trafficked person. It says that if anyone
knowingly or having reason to believe that
a minor has been trafficked, engages such
minor for sexual exploitation, then such
person shall be punished with rigorous
imprisonment for a term which shall not be
less than seven years but which may extend
to seven years and also liable for fine. In
Section 370A (2) it has been stated that if
any person knowingly or having reason to
believe that a person has been trafficked,
engages such person for sexual exploitation
In any manner, shall be punishable with
rigorous imprisonment for a term which
shall not be less than three years but which
may extend to five years and shall also be
liable to fine.39

However, from a mere reading of the
above provisions, it becomes clear that the
term human trafficking in general, or the
term exploitation in particular, has been
given a very wide interpretation, but still
observed in the traditional sense without
expressly mentioning the non-physical
modes and consequences of trafficking
which are not visible in the manner
provided in the above legal provisions.
Although special legislations are dealing
with different offences that can be
categorized as psychological means of
human trafficking, like the POCSO Act, IT
Act, etc., such offenses are not recognized as
human trafficking, for which the offenders
are not treated as traffickers, and they
escape the strict penal provisions of the law
of trafficking.

In America, even though the 13th
Amendment of the Constitution provided a
similar provision to that of Article 23 of the

38 Ibid.
39 The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013, Act No.13 of
2013.
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Constitution of India which says that
“neither slavery nor involuntary servitude,
except as a punishment for a crime whereof
the party shall have been duly convicted,
shall exist within the United States or any
place subject to their jurisdiction,”40 but a
new law was enacted to criminalize a broad
spectrum of non-physical form of coercion
and deception which deviated the American
law on trafficking from the Indian laws.4!
The Act which deals with psychological
coercion in America is the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act (TVPA), which was
passed 1n 2000 to deal with matters related
to human trafficking physical or non-
physical form. The Act tried to define the
problem of human trafficking as a new form
of slavery.42 Under the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act (TVPA), 2000, coercion
includes violence as well as non-violent or
psychological force. This Act describes how
a trafficker abuses their power or takes
advantage of victims so that they can
control the mind and forcefully use the
victim for their profit.43 The traffickers take
advantage of victim’s vulnerability to
control and coerce them. In this kind of case,
abuse of power or the wvulnerability of
victims means that the victim has no
reasonable alternative or no other choice, no
other option except to work as labour as the
traffickers demanded.44 This Act recognized
that traffickers apply psychological
manipulation and fear to maintain control
over the victims. This psychological

0 Dr. J.N. Pandey, Constitutional Law of India, (Central
Law Agency, Allahabad, 52" Edition, 2015).

“1 Elizabeth Hopper, PhD and José Hidalgo, MD, “Invisible
Chains: Psychological Coercion

of Human Trafficking Victims,” available at
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url
=https://www.stu.edu/Portals/law/docs/human-
rights/ihrlr/volumes/1/185-209-
ElizabethHopperandJoseHidalgo,InvisibleChainsPsycholog
icalCoercion, visited on July 19, 2021.

2 Ibid.

3 Ibid
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trafficking has been recognized as having
the same coercive effect as physical
trafficking.4> It can be said that physical
violence or exploitation is the universal
means to create fear in the mind of the
victim. The traffickers by creating an
environment of fear that can have the same
consequences as physical  violence
dominates the minds of the victims. There
1s a various non-physical form of coercion
which are used to manipulate victims by the
traffickers such as denial to provide
psychological need to victim, for instance,
the traffickers by not providing proper food,
water, shelter, sleep, and medical care can
significantly harm the mind of the victims.
By not providing social contact with others
or keeping them isolated from the outside
world, humiliating and verbally abusing the
victims can seriously harm the victim by
which the victims, resulting in long-term
psychological effects.46

Conclusion

The difference between physical
trafficking and psychological trafficking is
that the exploitation, violation, and control
of victims under physical trafficking are
understandable since it becomes visible, but
in psychological trafficking, the abuse and
coercion can be easily hidden and
overlooked.4” Thus, after examining the
laws in India, i1t can be assumed that the
law, which relates to human trafficking,

4 1bid
*Ibid.

46 Elizabeth Hopper, PhD and José Hidalgo, MD, “Invisible
Chains: Psychological Coercion

of Human Trafficking Victims”, “, available at
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url
=https://www.stu.edu/Portals/law/docs/human-
rights/ihrlr/volumes/1/185-209-
ElizabethHopperandJoseHidalgo,InvisibleChainsPsycholog
icalCoercion, visited on July 19, 2021.

47 Ibid.
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only focuses on physical human trafficking
but fails to recognize the emerging trends of
nonphysical  trafficking.  Because of
psychological human trafficking, victims
experience serious mental trauma, which
requires adequate mechanisms to be
addressed effectively. The victims suffer
from depression, shame, and guilt, feelings
of compulsion, suicidal ideation (thoughts of
suicide), etc. These are the effects of
psychological human trafficking and
therefore demand equal penal provisions
similar to those provided for physical
human trafficking. In addition to these, due

to the difficulty in ascertaining the actual
offenders in most cases of psychological
human trafficking, social security norms
are to be enhanced more rather than simply
extending the penal provisions for creating
mere deterrence, since the security of the
targeted victims are more important in such
cases than just merely punishing the
offenders after the commission of the
offense or after the victims have suffered
the consequences. Compulsory awareness
requirements and proper rehabilitation
facilities of the victims have yet become
other serious demands for the law.
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Reflection:- 08

Law and Social Media: Rights, Responsibilities
and Regulations

Sri Biswajit Barooah
Advocate, Dibrugarh Bar Association

Imagine an ancient marketplace
at dawn:

Merchants arranging spices in neat
pyramids, poets reciting verses, politicians
proclaiming promises, and ordinary folk
arguing over the price of grains.

Now replace the cobblestone streets
with glowing screens, the vendors with
social media influencers promoting their
businesses and the proclamation with
tweets, reels, and viral Facebook posts.

There 1s a strange hum that lives in
our pockets now. It is not the sound of a
letter being slipped under a door, nor a call
of a neighbour across the street. It is the
subtler and the faster a notification chime!
With the buzz and flash of the phone
screens, suddenly we are pulled into the
boundless expanse of social media.

In the digital town square, everyone
has a voice. Some speak to inform, others to
persuade. Social media has woven itself into
the fabric of modern life so tightly that it no
longer feels like an “extra” to our existence.
Friendships are nurtured in the “likes” and
“comments” section, revolutions spark in
hash-tags, and reputations are made or
unmade in the blink of an algorithm.

I have walked in both worlds: the
courtroom with its structured cadence of
arguments and precedents, and the online
space where the scroll is infinite, the
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reaction instant, and the law, often struggle
to keep pace. The digital sphere has
democratised speech, offered platforms to
the voiceless, but also amplified harm at a
scale our statutes never anticipated.

Freedom of Speech in the Age of
the Scroll

The Indian Constitution enshrines
the right to freedom of speech and
expression in Article 19(1) (a). Social media
has become, in many ways, the most visible
embodiment of this right. Unlike traditional
media, which had structured gate-keeping,
social platforms allow anyone, from a 21-
year-old student in Guwahati to a citizen in
Delhi, to share opinions on government
policies that can be read, debated, and
reacted to in Dubai, New York, or anywhere
across the globe within minutes.

However, this freedom 1s not
absolute. While freedom of speech 1s a
fundamental right it comes with
limitations. The texts mentioned in Article
19(2) of the Indian Constitution, which
allows the government to impose
reasonable restrictions thereon. The
restrictions generally are in the interest of:
(1) Sovereignty and integrity of India, (2)
Public Order, (3) Decency and Morality, (4)
Prevention of Defamation, (5) Security of
State etc. So, freedom of speech is protected
but not unlimited, especially when it harms
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the society, national security or individual
reputation. These boundaries are crucial to
prevent the misuse of speech in a space that
1s Instantaneous, boundless, and often
anonymous.

The Dark Side of Viral Content:
Misinformation and Harm

The greatest strength of social
media, its speed and reach, is also its most
dangerous flaw. News that once took weeks
to circulate now spreads globally in hours.
Photo-shopped 1images, fabricated
statistics, or clipped videos can misinform,
inflame public sentiment, destroy
reputations, and, in extreme cases, even
end lives.

The digital town square, for all its
empowerment, carries with it profound
responsibilities for both users and platform
providers.

In 2018, India witnessed several mob
lynchings triggered by WhatsApp rumours
alleging child abductions. Despite repeated
fact-checks, these messages continued to
spread, fuelled by fear and misinformation
circulating on social media. The law had to
step in to curb the damage. The Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology
directed platforms to take stricter measures
against the dissemination of false
information, while police registered cases
under relevant IPC provisions relating to
public mischief and criminal intimidation.

Yet, even as harmful content 1is
1dentified, the challenge remains: how do
we punish those who spread falsehoods
when intent is difficult to prove, and the
damage often occur before intervention
authorities of? It is here that a combination
of law, platform policy, and digital literacy
becomes vital. Educating users to critically
assess content, ensuring platforms enforce

rules responsibly, and applying legal
safeguards thoughtfully are all essential to
prevent harm in the digital age.

Privacy in the Public Square

We like to think of our social media
profiles as personal diaries. They are, in
truth, billboards on global highway
photographs, location check-ins, browsing
habits— all of these become part of the data
companies to collect information and
monetize. Sometimes, this data trail is even
exploited by hackers or used for
surveillance by agencies.

The Supreme Court, in K.S.
Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017),
declared privacy a fundamental right,
extending protection to personal
information in the digital realm. Following
this, the Digital Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023, seeks to give individuals control
over how their information is collected and
used.

Yet, the balance between privacy and
public sharing is delicate. A figure’s
Instagram story may be under the right to
information if publicly shared, but what if it
reveals personal details like their residence
or inadvertently infringes on the privacy of
their child? In the digital realm, privacy
often comes down to self-regulation,
cautious sharing, and a keen awareness
that not all followers are friends.

Responsibility:

The Forgotten Twin of Rights are
empowering, but responsibilities are often
neglected. Every user of social media is both
a creator and a consumer of content, and
with that comes the duty to avoid
defamation, respect others’ dignity, and
refrain from harassment. For professionals
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like lawyers, journalists, and influencers,
the principle is clear: online words carry the
same legal weight as those spoken in public
or printed on paper. A thoughtless retweet
or post can be just as damaging, and legally
actionable as a front-page libel.

Platform Accountability and
Regulation

The law now recognizes that
platforms are not mere neutral conduits.
The IT (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021,
impose due diligence requirements on
platforms, obliging them to remove
unlawful content when notified, appoint
grievance officers, and enable traceability of
certain messages. These regulations aim to
create a balance between freedom of
expression and accountability, ensuring

that platforms cannot simply claim
neutrality while harmful content
proliferates unchecked. Globally,

frameworks such as the European Union’s
Digital Services Act and the UK’s Online
Safety Act signal a shift toward enforced
accountability in content moderation.
Similarly, Australia has moved from a
largely laissez-faire approach to one that
emphasizes active responsibility on the part
of digital platforms. These developments
reflect a growing recognition worldwide
that freedom online must be balanced with
mechanisms to prevent harm.

The Courtroom Meets the
Timeline

Social media evidence has become a
routine feature in litigation. Screenshots,
deleted tweets recovered from servers, and
geo-tagged photos are now presented in
criminal trials, divorce proceedings, and
defamation suits.

In Ritesh Sinha v. State of Uttar
Pradesh (2019), the Supreme Court
allowed the use of voice samples in criminal
investigations, setting a precedent for
verifying audio circulated online. The
courtroom increasingly serves as the final
filter for viral content, determining whether
online expression constitutes lawful speech,
protected opinion, or actionable harm.

The Road Ahead

Law will never be able to fully
outpace technology. By the time a statute is
enacted, new social media platforms have
already evolved with fresh features that
users may exploit or abuse.

e The real solution lies in a triad:

¢ Robust legal frameworks that adapt
without overreaching.

e Ethical platform governance that
values users’ rights as much as
revenue.

e C(Civic responsibility where users
think before they click, post or share.

LR
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Reflection:- 09

Data Protection and Privacy: Legal
Developments in India

Dr. Shilpi Gupta
Assistant Professor
Dr. Robhini Kanta Barna Law College

Introduction

In the twenty-first century, data is
frequently described as the “new oil.” With
rapid digital transformation across sectors,
personal data has become a critical resource
that powers everything from social media
algorithms to financial services and
government welfare delivery. According to
an estimate by Forbes magazine, 3.7 billion
people worldwide use the internet and
produce 2.5 quintillion bytes of data every
single day! This estimate was made five
years ago. A 2021 vreport by the
Parliamentary committee on the Personal
Data Protection said that the size of the
Iinternet is 44 zettabytes (one zettabyte is a
billion terabytes). The report further notes
that India generates 150 exabytes of data
annually (an exabyte is a million trillion
bytes). India with an economy of around
$3.75 trillion, over 700 million internet
users and 600 million active smart phones
1s one of the fastest growing data nations in
the world.

However, this extensive data
processing has generated substantial
concerns about privacy, surveillance,
misuse, and rights infringement. In India,
legal developments around data protection
and privacy have witnessed seismic shifts
In recent years shaped by judicial
pronouncements, legislative reform,
rulemaking, and global trends.

Evolution of Right to Privacy as
Constitutional Right

The foundation of India’s modern
data protection discourse lies in the
constitutional recognition of privacy. The
Constitution of India does not explicitly
define the Right to Privacy. In general sense
it refers to person’s right to live with
dignity, autonomy and freedom from
unwarranted intrusions. Regardless of its
importance, many individuals are unaware
that privacy is basic human rights, now
recognized as a Fundamental Rights under
the Indian Laws. In Justice K.S.
Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017), the
Supreme Court unequivocally declared the
right to privacy an intrinsic part of the
fundamental rights guaranteed under
Articles 14, 19, and 21 of the Constitution of
India. Privacy  includes decisional
autonomy, bodily integrity and protection
from data misuse. This watershed
judgment not only expanded individual
liberties but also provided the impetus for
structural legal reforms to protect digital
privacy in an era of exponential data
generation and processing.

Data Protection in India

The acknowledgment of privacy as a
fundamental right triggered calls for

Golden Treasure: An Odyssey of 50 Years 85



comprehensive  legislation on  data
protection. The protection of personal
information with an assurance that
individuals have control over how their data
1s collected, processed, stored and shared is
covered within the ambit of data privacy.
Data privacy refers to the handling of
critical personal identifiable information
which may include health records and
financial data. Moreover, sensitive personal
information, if mishandled can cause more
harm or distress to individual calling for
higher protections. India  witnessed
numerous serious data breaches that
exposed the absence of a comprehensive
data protection framework and weak
enforcement mechanisms. One of the
earliest large-scale incidents was the
Aadhaar data exposure, where personal
and biometric details of millions of citizens
were reportedly accessible  through
unauthorized websites and insider leaks,
raising grave concerns about mass
surveillance and data security. Another
major breach occurred, when malware
compromised over 3.2 million debit cards
issued by major Indian banks, including
SBI, HDFC, ICICI, and Axis Bank,
resulting in widespread financial fraud. In
2020, the Big Basket data breach exposed
personal information of nearly 20 million
users, including names, phone numbers,
email addresses, and hashed passwords,
which were later sold on the dark web.
Similarly, the Domino’s India breach (2021)
leaked data of around 18 crore pizza orders,
revealing customers’ names, phone
numbers, addresses, and order histories. In
the healthcare and insurance sector,
sensitive customer data was frequently
compromised due to weak security systems,
highlighting the vulnerability of high-risk
personal data. Furthermore, Telegram bots
and online forums were commonly used to
circulate stolen databases containing voter
details, vehicle registration data, and
banking information, enabling identity
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theft and cyber fraud. These incidents
occurred in a legal environment governed
mainly by the Information Technology Act,
2000, which lacked comprehensive data
protection  standards and  effective
deterrence. These provisions neither
provided a dedicated statutory framework
encompassing broad categories of personal
data nor granted enforceable rights to
individuals in a comprehensive manner.

The Digital Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023 — A New Framework

Responding to these constitutional
Imperatives and socio-economic realities,
the Indian Parliament enacted the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 (DPDP
Act). The legislation received presidential
assent in August 2023, marking India’s first
dedicated statutory framework for digital
personal data protection. It replaced
earlier, piecemeal provisions under the IT
Act and created a cohesive legal basis for
data processing, consent norms, individual
rights, fiduciary obligations, enforcement
mechanisms, and penalties. Unlike the
previous regime, the DPDP Act is sector-
agnostic applying to all digital personal
data processed within India, as well as to
digital data processed outside India that
relates to goods or services offered to Indian
residents. This reflects India’s recognition
of the global nature of the digital economy.

The Act moves away from the old
implied consent model to an explicit,
informed, and revocable consent
framework, which must be freely given,
specific, and documented. Data fiduciaries
(entities processing personal data) are
obligated to obtain valid consent before data
collection and processing. The law grants
data principals (individuals whose data is
processed) enforceable rights, including the
right of access, correction, erasure,
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grievance redressal, and nomination. Such
rights enhance user autonomy and control
over personal data. Moreover, data
processing must adhere to principles of
minimization 1i.e., collecting only data
necessary for the stated purpose and must
be accompanied by reasonable security
practices to prevent breaches.

The Act establishes an institutional
mechanism, the Data Protection Board of
India who 1s empowered to oversee
compliance, adjudicate disputes, and
1mpose penalties on violators.

The law prescribes heightened
protections for vulnerable groups, such as
children and persons with disabilities,
requiring verifiable parental consent for
processing minors’ data.

While recognizing global data flows,
the DPDP Act provides the government
with powers to restrict or regulate cross-
border transfers, aiming to balance privacy
with national interests.

Legislation alone does not guarantee
effectiveness as such rules and regulations
operationalize the statute. In November
2025, the Indian government notified the
Digital Personal Data Protection Rules,
2025, under the DPDP Act. These rules
provide granular obligations for data
fiduciaries, breach reporting procedures,
compliance timelines, governance
mechanisms, and norms for cross-border
data transfers. The rules also outline the
composition and functioning of the Data
Protection Board and phase-wise
implementation schedules  to give
organizations time to comply with new
standards. This phase-wise rollout
recognizes the challenges faced by
businesses especially startups and small
enterprises in realigning data handling
practices within stipulated timelines.

Challenges and Criticisms

Encountered by DPDA Act

The Digital Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023 (DPDP Act) aims to safeguard
digital privacy, but it falls short in several
key areas. One major concern is that the Act
grants broad exemptions to government
agencies allowing them to process personal
data without full compliance on grounds
like national security or public order which
may open the door to unchecked state
surveillance and dilute privacy protections.
It also focuses on ambiguities and weak
safeguards within the law. Terms such as
“legitimate use” and “reasonable security
safeguards” are seen as vague, leading to
Iinterpretive uncertainty for both data
principals and fiduciaries. It is also noted
that the absence of stronger individual
rights like data portability or explicit
mechanisms for redress and compensation,
limiting users’ control over their personal
information. Further, the independence and
effectiveness of the Data Protection Board
have been questioned several times, as its
members are appointed by the government,
potentially undermining impartial
enforcement. Small businesses and
startups argue that compliance burdens
may  disproportionately strain their
resources compared with larger firms.

Recent Policy, Debates and

Developments

India’s data protection landscape is
still evolving, with legislative amendments,
executive actions, and policy discourse
influencing direction. Despite of the
criticism of the Act in certain areas some
positive and encouraging steps have been
witnessed in the data privacy rights. Some
of them are highlighted below.

Reversal of Forced App Installations:
A controversial government directive to
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preinstall a cyber-security application on
smart phones raised privacy concerns,

prompting a review and eventual
withdrawal of mandatory installation
requirements. Critics questioned its
implications for user consent and
autonomy.

Judicial  Protection of Daigital
Identities: Courts have intervened to

protect  personality rights including
unauthorized digital use of names, images,
and 1identities signalling recognition of
privacy risks in the digital reputation
domain.

Biometric Authentication
Enhancements: Updated guidelines for
Aadhaar face authentication emphasize
user consent 1in 1identity verification
processes, highlighting the importance of
consent even in state-facilitated biometric
systems.

Major Tribunal Decisions: The
National Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) overturned data  sharing
restrictions imposed on WhatsApp, but
upheld fines for unfair practices,
illustrating regulatory checks on tech
giants operating in India’s data economy.

The Road Ahead

The enactment and
operationalization of India’s data protection
law marks a historic milestone in
safeguarding privacy in the digital age. It
reflects a mature legal acknowledgment of
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the importance of individual autonomy over
personal data while balancing innovation,
economic growth, and state interests.

However, law is only as effective as
its enforcement and societal acceptance.
Continuous engagement by legal scholars,
civil society, technologists, policymakers,
and the judiciary will be crucial in refining
the data protection regime as India
navigates challenges like cross-border data
flows, algorithmic transparency, and cyber
security threats.

The future of privacy law in India
involves 1n strengthening institutional
mechanisms for enforcement, expanding
jurisprudence on digital rights and
algorithmic accountability, harmonizing
domestic laws with international standards
and ensuring transparency and public trust
in data governance frameworks

Conclusion:-

Data protection and privacy in India
has transitioned from abstract
constitutional ideals to a concrete legal
reality. With the DPDP Act and associated
rules now in force, India stands at the
threshold of a new era in digital rights
protection. While challenges remain, the
legal developments reflect a robust effort to
weave privacy into the fabric of India’s
digital society. It is imperative for law
practitioners, students, and citizens alike to
engage with these legal shifts, understand
their rights, and contribute to shaping an
equitable and transparent digital future.
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Reflection:- 10

Artificial Intelligence and Intellectual Property
Rights: A Catalyst for India’s Economic Growth

Dr. Manomita Paul

Assistant Professor
Dr. Robini Kanta Baruna Law College

Introduction

In today’s digital age, the fusion of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR) has emerged as a
cornerstone of economic transformation. Al-
driven innovations are revolutionizing
healthcare to

manufacturing, while IPR frameworks

industries, from

ensure that these innovations are protected
and monetized. For a developing nation like
India, aspiring to become a global
technology hub, a robust IPR system 1is
crucial to harness AI's full potential for
economic development.

India’s National IPR Policy of 2016
envisions a vibrant intellectual property
ecosystem that stimulates creativity and
innovation. However, as Al systems begin
to autonomously create inventions, music,
and even literature, traditional IPR laws
face unprecedented challenges questions of
authorship, ownership, and inventorship—
once clear under human-centered laws—are
now being redefined by algorithms.

The Role of IPR

Development

in Economic

Intellectual Property Rights are the

backbone of innovation. They offer legal

protection to iInventors and creators,

encouraging investment, technological
progress, and fair competition. For India,
strong IPR protection can lead to multiple
economic benefits—attracting foreign direct
investment (FDI), fostering research and
(R&D), and

startups and entrepreneurs to innovate

development empowering
confidently.

In the Al era, this protection becomes
even more vital. As Indian startups
increasingly develop machine-learning
applications, strong IPR ensures that their
proprietary technologies are safeguarded
Simultaneously, IPR

against misuse.

frameworks facilitate international
collaboration and licensing, contributing
directly to the national GDP.
International Influence on AI and IPR
Globally, the convergence of Al and
IPR has attracted attention from major
international organizations and treaties.
The Paris

Convention laid early foundations for

Convention and Berne
patent and copyright protection, while the
TRIPS Agreement under the World Trade

Organization (WTO) standardized IPR laws
across member countries.
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However, none of these frameworks
directly address Al-generated inventions.
The World

Organization

Intellectual
(WIPO) has
initiated global discussions to explore how

Property
therefore

IP systems can adapt to machine-created
international

UNESCO’s

Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial

works. Similarly, recent

developments—such as

Intelligence (2021), the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) AI Principles (2019), and the EU Al
Act (2024)—emphasize the

transparency, accountability, and human-

need for

centric Al
India’s Legal Framework and
Challenges

India’s Patent Act, 1970, and
Copyright Act, 1957, form the bedrock of its
intellectual  property system. While

effective in many areas, they were crafted
for a human-driven creative landscape. The
rise of Al exposes several limitations.
Patentability of Al Inventions: Under
Indian law, an invention must be novel,
mvolve an inventive step, and be capable of
industrial application. Yet, Al systems—
especially those based on deep learning—
function as “black boxes,” generating
solutions without direct human
itervention. Current laws require a human
inventor, leaving uncertainty over who
owns  Al-generated inventions: the
programmer, the user, or the machine itself.
Copyright  Protection for  Al-
Generated Works: The Copyright Act does

not recognize non-human authorship. As Al
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creates art, music, and literature, the
absence of a clear legal framework raises
questions about ownership and moral
rights.

Data Privacy and Protection: Al
systems thrive on data, often personal and
sensitive. While India’s Digital Personal
Data Protection Act, 2023, has made
progress, comprehensive alignment with
global standards like the EU’s GDPR is
necessary to secure public trust and
encourage innovation.

Al as an Engine of Economic Growth

Al has

accelerate India’s economic growth across

Immense potential to
multiple sectors:

Healthcare: Al-driven tools can analyze
medical images, predict diseases, and
personalize treatments, especially in rural
areas with limited access to doctors. By
enhancing efficiency and reducing costs, Al
can transform India’s healthcare landscape.
Agriculture: Al-enabled crop monitoring,
weather forecasting, and soil analysis can
help farmers improve productivity and
sustainability. Given agriculture’s central
role in India’s economy, Al integration can

significantly boost rural income and food

security.
Manufacturing and Industry:
Automation, robotics, and predictive

maintenance powered by Al can enhance
industrial output and competitiveness. For
India’s “Make in India” mission, such
technologies are indispensable.

Education and Services: Al can

personalize learning, 1mprove
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expand
through

adaptive systems and language processing

administrative efficiency, and

access to quality education

technologies.

Major Challenges Ahead
Despite its promise, Al’s integration

into India’s economic and legal fabric faces

several challenges:

1. Unclear = Ownership: Determining
inventorship and authorship in Al-
generated works remains unresolved.
Patent

Overprotection can restrict access to

2. Excessive Protection:
essential technologies, especially in
healthcare and education.

3. Patent Trolls: Entities that hold patents
solely for litigation stifle innovation
rather than promoting it.

4. Lack of Global

inconsistencies in Al-related IP laws

Harmonization:

create uncertainty for international
investors.

5. Data Ethics: Without strict ethical
guidelines, AI's dependence on large
datasets may risk privacy violations
and bias.

Recommendations:-

To fully harness Al’s potential for
economic  development, India must
modernize its legal and institutional
frameworks, such as,
1. Amend Patent

provisions  to

Laws: Introduce

accommodate Al-

generated inventions and clarify
inventor attribution.
2. Revise Copyright Framework:

Recognize Al-assisted creation and
outline ownership rights, ensuring fair
credit to developers and users.

3. Strengthen Data
Implement stringent data protection

Governance:

laws to maintain trust in Al-driven
systems and encourage ethical data use.
Foster

4. Encourage Collaboration:

partnerships between government,
academia, and industry to build a
national strategy for responsible Al

5. Promote R&D and Startups: Provide

financial incentives and fast-track

Al-based

innovations to encourage domestic

patent  processing  for
talent.

6. Balance Protection and Access: Ensure
that IPR does not become a barrier to
innovation, especially in public-interest

domains like healthcare and education.

Conclusion
As India advances toward a
knowledge-driven economy, the

intersection of Intellectual Property Rights
and Artificial Intelligence stands as a
decisive factor in shaping its future. A
strong and adaptive IPR framework can
transform India into a hub of innovation,
attracting investment and fostering
inclusive growth. Conversely, outdated
laws risk stifling creativity and limiting

AT’s potential benefits.
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Reflection:- 11

The War on Vitality: Weaponizing Health and
Human Rights in the 21% Century

Vedashree Anand Barokar

Symbiosis International (Deemed University)
[Winner of National Level Article Writing Competition, 2025
organised by Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College, on the occasion of
Human Rights Day]

Abstract

This now means that, in the twenty-first century, a disturbing paradigm shift has
marred the conflict landscape: the weaponization of basic human vitality. The re-
emergence of eradicated diseases, such as polio in Gaza and cholera in Sudan, predicates
a transition from kinetic engagement to “biological siege,” where disease, starvation,
and the destruction of healthcare infrastructure are engineered as strategic assets. This
article contends that the existing IHL framework, anchored in mid-twentieth-century
notions of proportionality, i1s precariously 1ill-prepared to grapple with the
“reverberating effects” of modern urban conflict. By undertaking a comparative legal
analysis of the systematic dismantling of hospitals in Gaza, the weaponization of sexual
violence and healthcare denial in Sudan, and institutionalized “Gender Apartheid” in
Afghanistan, this study reveals the disproportionate manner in which women and
children bear the human cost of this strategic shift.

The paper further criticizes the paralysis in the enforcement structures of the UN
Security Council and the inability of the International Criminal Court to prosecute the
“crimes of omission,” such as the denial of anaesthesia and vaccines. The article
analyses recent developments at the ICJ and the implications of the 2022 EWIPA
Declaration for the emerging opportunities to finally close the “impunity gap.” It
concludes by calling for the codification of Gender Apartheid and systemic health
destruction as a discrete war crime, insisting that the right to health needs to be

reconceived as a right to biological security in the context of total war.

Keywords: Weaponization of Life, Reverberating Impacts, Gender Apartheid, Right
to Health, International Humanitarian Law.
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I. Introduction - The Return of the
Medieval

By the end of 2024, amidst the hum
of Al-driven surveillance drones and the
precision of hyper-modern munitions, the
Gaza Strip recorded a statistical anomaly
that should have been confined to history
books: the resurgence of polio. This
epidemiological event serves as a grim
paradox of the twenty-first-century conflict
landscape. While the machinery of war has
accelerated into the realm of the
algorithmic and autonomous, the lived
reality for civilians has regressed to the
medieval.48  The

eradicated disease in a highly urbanized

re-emergence of an

zone is not merely a medical failure; it is the
calculated result of a new paradigm of
violence. It signals a shift from the kinetic
targeting of combatants to  the
‘Weaponization of Vitality’ is a strategy
where the biological necessities of life

(immunity, hydration, and reproduction)

*WHO, 'Variant Type 2 Poliovirus Confirmed in Gaza' (23
August 2024) https://www.who.int/news/item/23-08-
2024-variant-type-2-poliovirus-confirmed-in-gaza
accessed 25 November 2025 (confirming the paralysis of
a 10-month-old infant in Deir al-Balah, marking the first
case in the enclave in 25 years and attributing the
resurgence to the collapse of water and sanitation
systems).

“5The term "Weaponization of Vitality' draws upon the
theoretical framework of Necropolitics, extending the
concept beyond the power to kill to the power to degrade

are dismantled to force political

capitulation.49

This phenomenon constitutes the
defining ‘Human Rights Challenge of the
21st Century.” ‘Traditional frameworks
under IHL’, drafted in the aftermath of
World War II, were designed to regulate
battles between sovereign armies on open
fields. They are dangerously ill-equipped for
the "biology of siege," where the destruction
of a single water desalination plant or the
blockade of anaesthetic agents is as lethal
as a missile strike, yet legally ambiguous
under current standards of
proportionality®*. In modern war, the
battlefield is no longer just a territory; it is
the human body itself. The deliberate
collapse of sanitation systems, the denial of
maternal healthcare, and the engineered
spread of infectious disease constitute a
"silent siege" that operates below the
threshold of traditional war crimes but

carries a devastatingly higher human cost.

biological life. See generally Achille Mbembe,
"Necropolitics' (2003) 15 Pub Culture 11, 27.

0 Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12
August 1949 and relating to the Protection of Victims of
International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I) (adopted 8 June
1977, entered into force 7 December 1978) 1125 UNTS 3
(AP I) art 51(5)(b). Current interpretations of
proportionality often fail to account for long-term health
consequences. See Isabel Robinson and Ellen Nohle,
'Proportionality and Precautions in Attack: The
Reverberating Effects of Using Explosive Weapons in
Populated Areas' (2016) 98 IRRC 107.
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This article argues that the "right to
health" in armed conflict needs to be
fundamentally  reconceptualized.  This
means it 1s no longer enough to protect
hospitals from direct bombardment but
rather to legally protect the '"biological
infrastructure" that life depends wupon.
‘Using a  socio-legal  methodological
approach, this research examines the
interaction between black-letter IHL and
morbidity data emanating from
contemporary conflict zones.’ 51 It draws on
recent filings at the ICJ, WHO reports, and
the developing jurisprudence of the ICC to
provide evidence of a normative gap®2.’ The
following analysis is structured to dissect
this "biological siege" across three distinct
but interconnected theatres.

° Section II interrogates the failure of
the 1949 Geneva Conventions to address
the "reverberating effects" of destroying

dual-use infrastructure.

° Section III presents a case study of
Gaza, analysing the Polio resurgence and
the siege of ‘Al-Shifa Hospital’ as a test case
for the weaponization of public health.

° Section IV shifts the lens to the
gendered dimensions of this violence,

contrasting the "war on birth" in Sudan-

>1 This paper employs a socio-legal methodology to bridge
the gap between doctrinal THL (legal text) and the
humanitarian reality (social impact). This approach is
essential for analyzing 'crimes of result' where the weapon is
systemic rather than kinetic. See Roger Cotterrell, "Why
Must Legal Ideas Be Interpreted Sociologically?' (1998) 25
JL & Soc'y 171, 178.

>2See Application of the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in the Gaza Strip
(South Africa v Israel) (Order on Provisional Measures)
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where sexual violence and the destruction
of maternity wards operate in tandem-with
the institutionalized "Gender Apartheid" in
Afghanistan, where the erasure of women
from public health spheres constitutes a

slow-motion biological destruction.

Section V  identifies

Emerging Opportunities for legal reform,

° Finally,

advocating for the codification of Gender
Apartheid and the binding enforcement of
the 2022 EWIPA Declaration to close the
impunity gap®. In so doing, this paper
argues that without a legal evolution, the
21st century will be defined not by the
sophistication of its weapons, but by the
barbarity of its unchecked impact on human

survival.

II. The Legal Framework: An Analog
Law for a Digital War

The architecture of IHL is premised
on a binary world of "civilian" versus
"combatant," forged in the industrial wars
of the twentieth century. The battlefield of
the twenty-first century, however, is not a
trench but rather a "Smart City"-a hyper-
connected organism where electrical grids,
water systems, and healthcare databases

are inextricably linked. In such a context,

[2024] ICJ Rep 1, para 74 (noting that conditions of life
calculated to bring about physical destruction could fall
under Article II(c) of the Genocide Convention)

53 Political Declaration on Strengthening the Protection of
Civilians from the Humanitarian Consequences Arising from
the Use of Explosive Weapons in Populated Areas (18
November 2022) (EWIPA Declaration).
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the destruction of infrastructure produces
what experts have come to refer to as
Effects":

systemic consequences that extend far

"Reverberating long-term,
beyond the blast radius of a munition®4.
Current legal frameworks-in particular the
‘Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their
Additional Protocols-are poorly equipped to
constrain this type of "systemic" violence,
giving rise to a normative void in which the
deliberate destruction of vitality is lawful

under the rubric of military necessity.’

A. Article 18 and the "Human Shield"
Loophole

Protection for hospitals forms part of
the bedrock of humanitarian law. Article 18
of the Fourth Geneva Convention provides
categorically that civilian hospitals "may in
no circumstances be the object of attack?5.”
Protection is theoretically absolute, with
the objective of creating a sanctuary for the
sick and wounded. In reality, this immunity
is fragile. Article 19 introduces a fatal
caveat: protection ceases if the hospital is
used to commit "acts harmful to the enemy"
outside its humanitarian duties®6. This

"acts harmful" exception has, in the

>4 See International Committee of the Red Cross, Explosive
Weapons with Wide Area Effects: A Deadly Choice in
Populated Areas (ICRC, January 2022) 76. The ICRC
defines reverberating effects as 'consequences that are not
directly caused by the weapon’s impact but are nevertheless
a product of the attack’, often manifesting weeks or months
later in the form of disease outbreaks.

> Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War (adopted 12 August 1949, entered
into force 21 October 1950) 75 UNTS 287 (GC IV) art 18.

%6 ibid art 19. The commentary clarifies that 'acts harmful to
the enemy' must be specific military acts, but the ambiguity

mainstays of contemporary asymmetrical
warfare, been used by state actors to justify
the total encirclement and bombardment of
medical facilities. The threshold of this
exception has long been debated by legal
scholars; however, recent conflicts-notably
in ‘Gaza and Ukraine’ have seen the
"Human Shield" argument used to strip
protected status from hospitals en masse?7.
When a belligerent alleges that a basement
1s a command centre, the entire hospital-
and the patients within it-effectively loses
its sanctuary status. The legal tragedy
comes in the form of the ‘Principle of
Proportionality’. In traditional IHL, a
commander must weigh the military
advantage of striking a target against the
"incidental" civilian harmb58. The 1949 law,
however, calculates "harm" primarily in
terms of immediate deaths. It fails to
account for the "biological collapse" that
follows: the cessation of dialysis, the rotting
of vaccines due to power loss, and the
spread of sepsis in unsterilized operating
rooms. By focusing on kinetic damage, the
law renders the biological destruction of the
hospital invisible to the prosecutor's eye.

of this phrase allows for broad interpretation by
belligerents. See Jean Pictet (ed), Commentary: [V Geneva
Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War (ICRC 1958) 155

>7 See Amichai Cohen and Yuval Shany, 'Proportionality
and the Protection of Civilians in Urban Warfare' (2022) 45
Isr L Rev 341 (discussing the reasonable military
commander' test). The normalization of treating hospitals as
dual-use objects based on intelligence reports creates a
presumption of guilt that erodes protected status

58 AP I (n 3) art 57(2)(a)(iii).
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B. Article

Dilemma

54 and the '"Dual-Use"

If ‘Article 18 protects the building,
Article 54 of AP I protects the sustenance of
life’. It prohibits the "starvation of civilians
as a method of warfare" and bans attacks on
"objects indispensable to the survival of the
civilian population,” such as foodstuffs,

crops, and drinking water installations®9.

Yet the critical failure of ‘“21st-
century IHL 1is its inability to categorize
"Dual-Use
both by the military and by civilians, such

Objects"-infrastructure used

as electrical grids and fuel depots. In a
modern conflict, electricity is the healthcare
system's lifeblood’. Without it, water pumps
treatment fails, and

down. Yet
electricity also powers military radar and

stop, sewage
incubators shut because
communications, grids are frequently

classified as legitimate military targets.0

This creates a kind of "legalized
siege." A state can destroy a power plant
claiming it disrupts enemy
communications, while fully aware that the
primary result will be a cholera outbreak

among civilians due to sewage failure. This

59 ibid art 54(2).

69See Marco Sassoli, 'Legitimate Targets of Attacks' (2014)
85 Int'l L Stud 14, 16. Sassoli argues that treating power
grids as military targets ignores the 'functional protection'
they provide to the civilian population, effectively
rendering the distinction principal void in urban settings.

®1This gap is often exploited via the doctrine of 'Dual-Use'.
See Henry Shue and David Wippman, 'Limiting Attacks on
Dual-Use Facilities Performing Indispensable Civilian
Functions' (2002) 35 Cornell Int'l LJ 559, 561.
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is the "Accountability Gap": the law
prohibits poisoning a well (a direct act) but
permits destroying the power plant that
filters the well (an indirect act with the
same lethal result)él. This distinction is
increasingly untenable. As observed by the
ICRC's legal division, the "incidental" harm
of destroying dual-use infrastructure in
urban areas often far exceeds the military
advantage, yet the high threshold for
proving "Intent" to starve renders Article 54
largely toothless in the face of systemic
degradation®2, Additionally, the definition
of "starvation" n international

jurisprudence remains problematically
narrow. Although the travaux preparators
of the Additional Protocols evidence a broad
interpretation to include the deprivation of
any item essential for life, state practice
often confines it to food and water63. This
leaves a grey zone for denial of medical
supplies, anaesthetics, and fuel. In the
"Biology of Siege," denial of insulin is as
effective in killing a population as denial of
bread, and the former struggles to find clear
protection under the existing "starvation"
prohibition. Thus, the legal framework

operates as an analogue system trying to

®2See Laurent Gisel, 'The Principle of Proportionality in the
Rules Governing the Conduct of Hostilities under
International Humanitarian Law' (ICRC 2016) 34 (noting
that while 'intent' is required for starvation crimes,
‘recklessness' regarding the destruction of indispensable
objects remains an unsettled area of liability).

®3Yves Sandoz, Christophe Swinarski and Bruno
Zimmermann (eds), Commentary on the Additional
Protocols (ICRC 1987) para 2089 (referencing AP I art 54).
The commentary suggests that 'objects indispensable'
should be interpreted broadly, but state practice often
defaults to a narrow reading.
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regulate a digital, interlinked catastrophe,
regulating the bomb but ignoring the
shockwave that shatters the biological

resilience of the population.

III. Case Study A: Gaza and the
"Biology of Siege"

The conflict in Gaza, 2023-2025,
represents a watershed moment in the
history of urban warfare, affording the
clearest evidence yet of the "Weaponization
of Vitality." Unlike in prior conflicts where
collateral damage  represented an
unfortunate consequence of combat, the
devastation of Gaza’s health sector suggests
a strategy of "Medical De-development,"
defined as the systematic dismantlement of
the capacity to support lifeé4. That theatre
of war illustrates how the legal loopholes
discussed 1n Section II provide fertile
ground for the making of a biological
catastrophe that is otherwise man-made
under today’s

and legally justifiable

strained interpretation of THL.

a) The Systemic Erasure: Al-Shifa and
Nasser

The sieges of “Al-Shifa Hospital in
Gaza City and Nasser Hospital in Khan

®4See Ghassan Abu-Sittah, 'The Systematic Destruction of
Gaza’s Healthcare System is Not an Accident' The
Guardian (London, 20 November 2023). The concept of
'de-development' implies not just destruction, but the active
prevention of reconstruction or maintenance.

85See Report of the Independent International Commission
of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and Israel (27 May 2024) UN Doc
A/HRC/56/26 (documenting the military operations within
and around medical facilities)

Younis” were symbolic attacks on the very
notion of sanctuary, rather than something
intrinsically military in nature. In late 2023
2024, these
encircled, their fuel supplies blocked and

and into facilities were
subjected to direct raids following reports of
intelligence that they housed the command
centres for Hamas®5. THL allows for such an
attack on a hospital if used for military
purposes, but the result here was the
complete collapse of the healthcare system

for millions of civilians.

The destruction went beyond the
kinetic. It involved the deliberate severance
of the "umbilical cords" of the hospital:
electricity, oxygen, and water. When the
generators at Al-Shifa failed due to a fuel
blockade, the result was immediate death
for neonates in incubators and ICU patients
on ventilators. This is the biological siege in
action: the weapon is not the bullet fired at
the patient, but the removal of the energy
required to keep the patient alive. By 2025,
the WHO reported that the majority of
Gaza's hospitals were non-functional,
creating a "death zone" where manageable
injuries turned fatal due to gangrene and

sepsisb6. This systemic erasure forces a re-

®6'Lethal Combination of Hunger and Disease to Lead to
More Deaths in Gaza' (World Health Organization, 21
December 2023) https://www.who.int/news/item/21-12-
2023-lethal-combination-of-hunger-and-disease-to-lead-to-
more-deaths-in-gaza accessed 25 November 2025. The
WHO noted that the lack of sanitation and water had turned
hospitals into vectors for infection rather than places of
healing.
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evaluation of the Principle of
Proportionality: can the military value of a
tunnel network underneath a hospital ever
outweighs the biological destruction of the
only trauma centre serving a million

people?
b) The ICJ and "Conditions of Life"

This biological siege's legal gravity
was brought to the fore in South Africa v.
Israel at the ICJ. Although much of the
public discourse revolved around the
number of casualties, the core of the legal
argument relating to Genocidal Intent was
heavily dependent upon Article II(c) of the
"Deliberately

inflicting on the group conditions of life

Genocide Convention:
calculated to bring about its physical

destruction in whole or in part67."

This particular provision is the legal
incarnation of the "Biology of Siege."
Recognizing that destruction need not be
immediate or bloody, it can be slow, silent,
and biological. South Africa argued that the
blockade of water, food, and medical
supplies created "conditions of life" that
made survival impossible. The Court’s
provisional measures, ordering immediate
humanitarian aid, implicitly acknowledged
that the deprivation of biological necessities
could constitute an act of genocide®s. This is

a critical juncture in international law

®7Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide (adopted 9 December 1948, entered into
force 12 January 1951) 78 UNTS 277, art I1(c).

®8South Africa v Israel (Provisional Measures) (n 5) para
74.
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because it moved the conversation from
"who did you shoot?" to "what conditions did
you create?" It suggests that creating an
environment of disease and starvation is
legally indistinguishable from mass

execution.

c) The Weaponization of Water: The
Chlorine Blockade

Perhaps most unique in this" 21st
Century Challenge," however, 1is the
militarization of water infrastructure itself
through the blockade of Chlorine and other
water purification agents. Chlorine is a
classic  "Dual-Use" item: absolutely
necessary to treat drinking water to prevent
cholera and polio, yet theoretically usable in
the production of chemical weapons or

explosives.

The entry of purification chemicals
into Gaza was severely restricted, citing
security concerns. The result was a
predictable biological weapon-the
resurgence of “Polio Type 2 and widespread
Hepatitis A”69. By blocking the antidote to
disease, the siege effectively weaponized
the environment against the population.
The water table became a vector of war.
This creates a legal paradox: Is the blockade
of a chemical agent a legitimate security
measure or a form of biological warfare?

Under the EWIPA framework (Explosive

9See "'Water War Crimes: How Israel has Weaponised
Water in its Military Campaign in Gaza' (Oxfam
International, 18 July 2024). The report details how the
restriction of water treatment chemicals directly correlates
with the spike in waterborne diseases.
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Weapons in Populated Areas), destroying
water pipes with bombs is condemned, but
blocking the

chlorine-is a grey area. But the effect is

repair materials-pipes,
identical: the population is consumed by
disease. This blockade shows that in the
modern era, a "weapon" includes the

bureaucratic denial of hygiene.

d) The International Impasse: WHO
vs. ICC

This crisis underlines the fracturing
of the global legal order in its international
response. The World Health Organization
found itself in "impotent documentation."
While WHO officials could record the
"dismantling of the health system" and
issue dire warnings about the "imminent
risk of famine," they had no enforcement
mechanism with which to enter the
territory or protect their own staff.70 The
WHO was an observer to the death of its
own mandate. In sharp contrast, the
International Criminal Court took a more
aggressive approach. In May 2024, the
Prosecutor Karim Khan applied for arrest
warrants against Israeli and Hamas
leaders, specifically under "Starvation of
civilians as a method of warfare" in
accordance with Article 8(2)(b)(xxv) of the
Rome Statute?. Crucially, the application
of  the

understanding of "starvation" to include

Prosecutor  expanded the

9See 'Statement by Principals of the Inter-Agency Standing
Committee: Civilians in Gaza in Extreme Peril while the
World Watches On' (World Health Organization, 21
February 2024).

"denial of humanitarian relief supplies,”
implying that the deprivation of medical
supplies and water purification tablets falls
under this crime. This is a highly significant
legal move. It suggests that "Disease" is a
form of "Starvation." If you withhold from a
body the wherewithal to fight infection-
clean water, antibiotics-you are starving it
of vitality just as surely as if you withheld
food. This interpretation-if upheld-would
close an enormous loophole in IHL,
confirming that the "Biology of Siege"-the
calculated destruction of health-is a crime
of the highest order.

IV. Case Study B: Sudan &
Afghanistan-The Gendered War

If Gaza illustrates the weaponization
of the environment, then conflicts in Sudan
illustrate the
weaponization of Intersectionality. In these
theatres, the "Right to Health" is denied not
only by kinetic force but by a targeted

and Afghanistan

attack on the biological function of women.
This section examines the ways that denial
of healthcare becomes a tool of "Gendered
Necro politics" where the ability to give
birth, survive violence, and exist in public

space 1s relentlessly dismantled.

A. Sudan: The Forgotten Crisis of
"Double Victimization"

While the cameras of the world were

focused on the Levant, the civil war in

"I'Statement of ICC Prosecutor Karim A.A. Khan KC:
Applications for Arrest Warrants in the Situation in the

State of Palestine' (International Criminal Court, 20 May
2024).

Golden Treasure: An Odyssey of 50 Years 99



Sudan, 2023-2025, metastasized into the
world’s largest displacement crisis. The
tactics employed by the RSF in Darfur
represent a distinct evolution in the
weaponization of vitality: the integration of
deliberate

sexual violence with the

destruction of medical infrastructure.

According to reports from the UN
Fact-Finding Mission, sexual violence is
employed by the RSF as a method of
modifying the region's demographic
character, rather than serving simply as a
tool of terror. The atrocity does not stop
with the act of rape, however. A secondary,
biological weapon compounds it through the
systematic looting and burning of clinics
which house PEP kits and emergency
contraception. This constitutes what can be
called a "Double Victimization." It is the
first victimization-the assault-that in turn
denies the medical means of preventing
HIV transmission or forced pregnancy as a
result of that assault. In targeting the
specific medical supplies required by
women, thereby weaponizing the biological
consequences of their war crimes, the
belligerents have committed a grave

atrocity.

Furthermore, the siege of El Fasher
in 2024 precipitated a catastrophic Cholera

2See Report of the Fact-Finding Mission on the Situation
of Human Rights in the Sudan (6 September 2024) UN Doc
A/HRC/57/23. The mission detailed how RSF elements
utilized sexual violence as a systematic tool of subjugation
against non-Arab communities in Darfur.

’*Sudan: Vital Aid Blocked as Famine Looms in Zamzam
Camp' (Médecins Sans Frontiéres, 5 August 2024). MSF
warned that the blocking of roads prevents the delivery of
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outbreak in the Zamzam refugee camp’s.
Similar to the chlorine blockade in Gaza,
aid convoys carrying rehydration salts and
antibiotics are also being blocked by RSF
checkpoints. This blockage has turned the
camp into a biological trap. For women, who
in this cultural context are the primary
caregivers and water collectors, the risk is
disproportionate. The weaponization of aid
access here 1s not a "side effect" of war; 1t is
a tactic of "Genocide by Attrition," where
the conditions of life are engineered to kill

the most vulnerable without firing a shot.

B. Afghanistan: The "Social Death" of
Gender Apartheid

The war in Afghanistan is not fought
with bombs, but rather with edicts. With
the return of the Taliban to power, "Gender
Apartheid" is the regime-one that legal
scholars along with advocates for human
rights argue needs to be codified as a crime
against humanity. "Vice and Virtue" laws
promulgated in 2024 and 2025 banning the
presence of women's voices in public, and
the wvisibility of their faces, constitute
"Social Death."74

But the "health" consequences of this
deadly. The Taliban's

imposition of rigid mahram rules and the

apartheid are

therapeutic food and medicines, directly causing child
mortality from malnutrition and preventable disease.

4 Afghanistan: Taliban’s New "Vice and Virtue" Laws Are
a Devastating Blow to Women’s Rights' (Amnesty
International, 26 August 2024). The laws explicitly forbid
women’s voices from being heard in public spaces,
effectively erasing their presence from society.
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segregation of healthcare have yielded a
biological catastrophe. Female patients
often are prohibited from being treated by
male doctors, yet female doctors are
forbidden to access higher education or
travel to their workplaces. This has led to a
mathematical impossibility of care. The
maternal which had
stabilized prior to 2021, has skyrocketed,

making pregnancy a death sentence.”

mortality rate,

This is a "Silent Siege." There are no
airstrikes on hospitals, yet the hospital is
made unreachable for 50% of the population
by legislative fiat. It shows a critical gap in
international law: IHL focuses on "attacks"
(Article 12, AP I), but it has little language
for "legislative denial" of health. When a
regime legislates that a woman cannot
travel to a clinic without a male escort, and
that male escort is fighting or deceased, the
state has sentenced her to death by medical
neglect. This structural violence is as potent
as a blockade, weaponizing the very social

fabric to destroy female vitality.
C. The Vulnerability Paradox

Both the Sudan and Afghanistan
represent the "Vulnerable Groups" sub-
theme of the 21st-century human rights
challenge. In these contexts, women are not
just "collateral damage"; their biological
needs are the specific target. The "Need of
the Hour" is to recognize that the
destruction of a maternity ward or the

>See 'Afghanistan: Maternal Mortality Rises as Taliban
Restrictions Tighten' (Human Rights Watch, May 2025).
The report correlates the restrictions on female movement

banning of female medical education is a
specific form of gendered warfare. Current
legal instruments, such as CEDAW, are
human rights treaties devoid of "teeth" like
the IHL war crimes tribunals. The disparity
creates an impunity gap: a commander can
be prosecuted for bombing a barrack but
rarely for creating policy conditions which
lead to a 50% spike in maternal mortality.
This underscores the wurgent need for
explicit inclusion of Gender Apartheid in
the Draft

Convention to recognize the systematic

Crimes Against Humanity
destruction of a gender group’s vitality as a

crime of international concern.

V. The Institutional Paralysis: Why the
World Watches

This chasm between the rigorous
legal theories protecting vitality and the
grim reality of its destruction in Gaza and
Sudan is not a result of a jurisprudence
deficit but rather a surplus of politics. The
so-called "21st Century Challenge" for
human rights is not merely an evolving
form of warfare; it 1s the devolution of the
institutions designed to constrain it. In
short, the international legal order 1is
paralyzed by a structural deadlock wherein
the "Right to Veto" systematically overrides
the "Right to Health."

1. The Security Council: The Veto as a
Biological Weapon

and education with a sharp increase in preventable maternal
deaths.
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The UNSC is the only body invested
with enforcement powers to transform IHL
from paper into practice, but it has become
a graveyard for humanitarian resolutions.
The Veto power wielded by the P5 has
become less a tool of diplomatic caution and
more a mechanism of impunity. In the
context of Gaza, the multiple U.S. vetoes of
ceasefire resolutions throughout 2023 and
2024 have had the practical effect of giving
license to continue the "medical de-
development" discussed in Section III76. Its
blockage of appeals for cessation of
hostilities implicitly consented to the fuel
blockades
hospitals.

silencing the generators of

Similarly, in Sudan, the impasse
between Western powers and Russia has
rendered the UNITAMS mission impotent,
and the RSF are free to weaponize famine
and disease in Darfur with no fear of UN
interference’”. This paralysis creates a
"hierarchy of victimhood": the enforceability
of your human rights depends entirely on
whether your aggressor is a strategic ally of
When the

enforcement body of international law is

a P5 member. supreme

paralyzed, the "rules-based order" dissolves
right," and the

weaponization of hospitals becomes a viable

into "might makes

76See UNSC 'Draft Resolution' (20 February 2024)
S/2024/173 (vetoed by the United States calling for an
immediate humanitarian ceasefire).

’7See UNSC Res 2715 (1 December 2023) UN Doc
S/RES/2715 (Terminating the mandate of the UN
Integrated Transition Assistance Mission in Sudan
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military strategy because the referee has
left the field.

2. The ICC and the

Enforcement

Myth of

While the ICC is a flicker of hope, its
structural limitations reveal how fragile
international justice can be. The issuance of
arrest warrants against heads of state, such
as Vladimir Putin and perhaps one day
Benjamin  Netanyahu, 1s a legal
earthquake’. But the ICC has no police
force. It 1s wholly dependent on state
cooperation for executing arrests, leading to

a "Compliance Gap."

The tragedy of 21st-century justice is
that, more often than not, a warrant
cements a leader's resolution rather than
Without any
enforcement mechanism, the ICC runs the

deterring their crimes.
risk of being a performative institution-a
court that can name the crime but cannot
stop the criminal. The "Impunity Gap" is
furthered by the fact that major powers-like
the USA, Russia, China, and Israel-have
refused to become signatories to the Rome
Statute, thereby creating jurisdictionally
"safe zones" for the weaponization of
vitality. For as long as the leaders

perpetrating biological sieges continue to be

(UNITAMS), effectively removing the international
community's eyes from the escalating crisis).

78See 'Situation in Ukraine: ICC Judges Issue Arrest
Warrants against Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin and Maria

Alekseyevna Lvova-Belova' (International Criminal Court,
17 March 2023).
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veiled by sovereignty, the deterrent effect of
IHL is nil.

3. The Politicization of Aid: The War
on UNRWA

Perhaps the most dangerous
precedent set in the current -conflict
assault on

landscape 1s the direct

humanitarian agencies themselves. The
defunding and delegitimization of UNRWA
in 2024 represent a new frontier in the
biology of siege™. UNRWA is not just an aid
distributor; in Gaza it represents the state's
surrogate health ministry. By accusing the
agency of terrorism based on the actions of
a few employees and subsequently cutting
funding, donor states effectively signed the
death warrants of the thousands of dialysis
patients and neonates dependent on
UNRWA clinics. This politicization of aid
converts humanitarian assistance from a
"right" into a "leverage chip." It sends a
message to all future belligerents that the
dismantling of the logistical infrastructure
of survival is a legitimate tactic. You may
not be able to bomb the people, but you can
bankrupt the agency that feeds them. This
betrayal of the

humanitarian principles of neutrality and

1s a fundamental
impartiality and reduces the human right
to health to a line item in a diplomatic

budget war.

""UNRWA'’s Lifeline at Risk: Philippe Lazzarini Warns of
the Agency’s Collapse Amidst Funding Cuts' UN News (27
January 2024). Lazzarini termed the defunding a form of
'collective punishment' against the Palestinian people.

80EWIPA Declaration (n 6) para 1.3. The declaration
commits states to 'strengthen the protection of civilians' by

VI. Emerging Opportunities &

Recommendations (The Way Forward)

Despite the Council's

systemic paralysis, the twenty-first century

Security

provides unparalleled means of legal
evolution. This "Biology of Siege" has
catalysed normative development in a new
wave of legal progress that surpasses the
deadlock of the 1949 consensus. For the
right to health to be matched by its wartime
reality, the international community must

pursue three concrete legal opportunities.

i. From Declaration to Law: The
EWIPA Framework

First and foremost, this comes in the
form of the EWIPA Declaration-political
declaration on the use of explosive weapons
in populated areas, which was signed in
Dublin in 2022. It is currently a nonbinding
political commitment. The "Need of the
Hour" 1s to raise 1its provisions into

Customary International Law.

It 1identifies the
effects" of explosive weapons on such

"reverberating

essential services as water, electricity, and
should

advance domestic legislation in signatory

sanitation®0. Legal advocates
states that prohibits the use of wide-area
explosives in urban areas regardless of

whether the target has a military function

restricting the use of explosives with wide-area effects, a
critical step toward creating a presumption against such use
in urban centres.
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or otherwise. The bombardment of dual-use
infrastructure, such as power grids, would
hence be legally forbidden. The EWIPA
framework can dismantle the legal shield
employed in justifying the destruction of
vitality by removing the legal standard
from the subjective "Proportionality" to the
objective "Presumption of Harm".

ii. Codifying "Gender Apartheid" as a

Crime Against Humanity

The situation in Afghanistan calls for
a radical expansion of the Statute of Rome.
Until now, the definition of Apartheid has
linked to

domination. However, what the Taliban has

been  historically racial
done in systematically erasing women from
public life and healthcare meets the
of apartheid: an

structural criterion

institutionalized regime of oppression

maintained through inhumane acts.

The current negotiations on the Draft
Articles on Prevention and Punishment of
Crimes Against Humanity offer a historic
window to codify "Gender Apartheid" as a
distinct crime8l. This definition would
include the legal jurisdiction to prosecute
regimes that do not just discriminate
against women but actively legislate their

"social death." This would also allow the

81See International Law Commission, 'Draft Articles on
Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against Humanity'
(2019) UN Doc A/74/10. Legal scholars argue that Article
2(1)(h) regarding apartheid should be amended or
interpreted to include 'gender' alongside 'racial' domination.

82K arima Bennoune, 'The International Obligation to
Counter Gender Apartheid in Afghanistan' (2022) 54
Colum Hum Rts L Rev 1 (arguing that the Taliban’s regime
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ICC to issue warrants not just for specific
acts of violence but also for the policy of
denying healthcare and education to a
specific gender, treating the legislative pen

as a weapon of war.52

iii. The "Medical Safe Zone"
Treaty

Finally, the failure of "deconfliction"
mechanisms in Gaza and Sudan proves that
voluntary agreements between belligerents
are insufficient to protect hospitals. The
International community must advocate for

a new treaty establishing "Demilitarized
Medical Zones" (DMZ-Med).

Whereas

statuses are considered revocable when a

traditional protected
hospital 1s "used for acts harmful to the
enemy," a DMZ-Med would instead be
policed by third-party monitors (unarmed
UN observers or a coalition of nonaligned
states) stationed within the facility. Their
presence would thus serve as a check that
the hospital is not used for military
of the
"Human Shield" excuse-and at the same

purposes-an effective removal
time provide a physical deterrent against
attacks3. The burden of protection would
thus shift from the belligerents to the

Iinternational community, making it a

constitutes a unique crime against humanity that requires
specific codification).

8This proposal draws on the failures of the 'Safe Areas' in
Srebrenica (1995), arguing that safety cannot be 'declared’
but must be 'enforced' by neutral, non-belligerent actors
with a robust mandate to protect the biological perimeter.
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"biological sanctuary" that is inviolable
regardless of the conflict raging outside the

walls.

VII. Conclusion: The Right to
Vitality

The "Human Rights Challenge of the
21st Century" is not defined solely by the
rise of artificial intelligence or the
proliferation of drones, but by the silent
systemic dismantling of the biological
infrastructure that makes life possible. As
this article has demonstrated through the
tragic case studies of the Polio resurgence in
Gaza, the weaponization of cholera in
Sudan, and the gendered erasure in
Afghanistan, the modern battlefield has
expanded to encompass the very physiology
of the civilian population. The current legal
architecture, built for a world of sovereign
armies and distinct frontlines, does little to
restrain this "Biology of Siege." The

loopholes of "dual use" targets and "human

shields" have created a normative void in
which the starvation of a child or the death
of a woman 1n labour gets dismissed as
collateral damage rather than prosecuted
as a war crime. Yet, within this crisis lies
the seed of legal evolution. In
operationalizing the EWIPA declaration,
Gender Apartheid, and

reimagining the enforcement of medical

codifying

sanctuaries, the gap on impunity can be
closed by the international community. We
will have to go beyond the twentieth-
century concept of the "Right to Health"-
meaning access to a service-to a twenty-first
century "Right to Vitality." This is the
inalienable right to exist in an environment
that has not been engineered to kill you.
Until international law recognizes that
turning off a water pump is as violent as
pulling a trigger, the promise of "Never
Again" will remain a hollow echo in the

ruins of our smart cities.

*khkkkhk
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Reflection:- 12

Institutional Blind Spot: Absence of Human
Resource Management in Certain Sectors

Mztr. Srimanta Bordoloi

Assistant Professor (Contractual)
Dr. Robini Kanta Barua Law College

Human Resource Management has
become one of the most significant functions
in the modern corporate world. In every
organization, the four essential elements of
production—man, machine, material, and
method—must work together to convert
raw inputs into saleable products and
services. Among these, the human element
is the most critical. Machines and materials
cannot function efficiently without skilled,
motivated, and competent people. In an
and highly

global environment, it is the quality and

ever-changing competitive
commitment of human resources that

determine  whether an organization
survives and grows.

The concept of Human Resource
Management has evolved considerably over
time. In the nineteenth century, the focus
which

provided minimal welfare measures to

was on Welfare Management,

workers.  This  approach  gradually
developed into Personnel Management,
which dealt primarily with administrative
responsibilities such as recruitment, record-
keeping, and maintaining discipline. Over
the years, the field expanded further into

Human Resource Development, Human
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Capital Management, and Strategic Human
Resource Management, recognizing
employees as valuable assets rather than
merely workers. Personnel Management
emphasized placing the right person in the
right job and ensuring administrative
efficiency. However, organized work existed
even before the Industrial Revolution, as
organizations have always functioned as
social institutions created to accomplish
specific objectives.

Human resources may be understood
as the total knowledge, skills, creative
abilities, talents, and aptitudes of an
organization’s workforce. It also includes
employees’ values, attitudes, and
motivations. In essence, human resources
represent the sum total of inherent abilities
and acquired competencies possessed by
individuals. The effective utilization of
these resources is essential for achieving
both individual

organizational goals. As a business practice,

aspirations and

Human Resource Management consists of
integrated processes that collectively aim to
potential and

maximize  employee

organizational performance.
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Human  Resource = Management

involves the procurement, allocation,
development, and effective utilization of
employees. Its core functions include
human resource planning, recruitment and
training

selection, and development,

remuneration and compensation,
performance management, and industrial
relations. When these functions are carried
out systematically, organizations are better
positioned to maintain competitiveness and
achieve sustainable growth.

The process of liberalization,
privatization, and globalization has
significantly transformed the business
environment. Organizations, regardless of
their size, are no longer confined to local
markets but operate on a global scale. This
shift has increased workforce diversity and
heightened

internationalization of business has made

cultural sensitivities. The

Human Resource Management more

Under such
circumstances, HRM has become one of the

complex and strategic.
most critical functions in all business
establishments. Its scope is expanding
global workforce

rapidly to address

challenges, cross-cultural management,
and changing labor dynamics.

However, a contrasting situation is
visible n

many government

administrations, universities, colleges,
schools, and medical institutions where
Human Resource Management 1is not
institutionalized as a separate department.
traditional

In such institutions,

administrative approaches continue to

prevail. Functions related to planning,
organizing, staffing, and controlling are
often managed on an ad hoc basis.
Institutional heads such as principals or
executives are expected to handle human
resource matters in addition to their
primary  responsibilities. In many
educational institutions, for instance, all
aspects of human resource management are
handled by the institutional head without
the support of a structured HR department.
individual

This arrangement affects

performance, collective efficiency, and
overall organizational effectiveness. There
1s often limited emphasis on scientific HR
policies and systematic practices.
Traditional administrative control alone
cannot significantly enhance productivity
or employee motivation in today’s dynamic
environment,

The objectives of Human Resource
Management include providing competent
personnel, creating a positive and
productive work environment, motivating
employees, and utilizing human resources
efficiently to achieve organizational goals.
To fulfill these objectives effectively, the
establishment of a dedicated Human
Resources Department is essential. Such a
department can manage legal compliance,
grievance redressal, workforce planning,
wage administration, career development,
and placement 1n a structured and

professional manner. The presence of a

formal HR  department contributes
significantly to social, organizational,
functional, and personal objectives,
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whereas its absence can substantially
reduce organizational effectiveness.
Corporate sectors today benefit from
professionally managed Human Resources
Departments that operate with clarity,
accountability, and strategic alignment. It
1s therefore the need of the hour to establish
structured HR departments across all
whether

governmental, or educational. A scientific

institutions, corporate,

Strategic
objectives

and systematic approach to managing
human resources will enhance productivity,
strengthen institutional performance, and
ensure sustainable growth. To bring about
this  necessary  transformation, all
stakeholders must recognize the strategic
importance of Human Resource
Management and work collectively toward
building stronger and more effective

organizations for the future.
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Reflection:- 13

The Lost Art of Writing after Reading: A
Modern Educational Challenge

Dr. Deepankar Bhattacharjee

Assistant Professor
Dr. Robini Kanta Barna Law College

For almost ten years, I have been

teaching undergraduate students,
specifically in BBA, LL.B programme.
During my initial interactions with each
new batch, I always ask one common
question: “How many of you write down
concepts in your own words after reading
your course materials?” Usually, only a few

hands go up.

This situation inspires me to address
an 1important & a common problem
associated with modern day students which

is lack of writing after reading.

Since childhood, we have been
conditioned to view reading and writing as
indispensable, interwinding part of the
elders often

learning process. Our

emphasized the Bengali proverb
“THITel I (@ SN el e . This
proverb highlights that academic learning
which inherently involves both reading and
writing is the key to a comfortable life and

a respectable status in society.

Unfortunately, with the

development of technology and more

rapid

dependency on digital medium & Artificial
Intelligence for learning, the significance of
writing has diminished within the student
community. Though the task of writing may
seem tedious or time-consuming from a
student’s perspective, conscious and
effortful writing after reading yields several

crucial benefits:

e Develops Critical Thinking:
The process of articulating a
concept helps one comprehend,
understand, and critically

analyze the content. This allows

students to develop a distinct
point of view and argument which

1s the primary aim of education.

¢ Enhances Memory Retention:
According to the “generation
effect” in cognitive psychology
and Graf, 1978),

writing down a concept in one's

(Slamecka
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own words helps to retain

information for much longer
compared to passively reading the

material.

Multiple Senses:

Reading relies almost entirely on

Engages

visual input. Writing, however,
combines the visual (seeing the
words) with the kinesthetic
(moving one’s hand) and the
spatial (seeing where the words
are on the page). This
simultaneous use of multiple
senses creates a richer, more
durable memory trace (J. Danna,

2015).

Enhances Articulation and
Persuasion: Writing does much
more than just improve short-
term grades. In the long run, it

students to construct

highly

arguments, giving them a distinct

trains

logical, compelling

edge when facing competitive

examinations.

Skills:
Regular practice of writing for a

Sharpens Language

student helps in improving one’s

vocabulary and grammatical
accuracy, fundamentally
developing overall written

communication skills.

Identifies Knowledge Gaps:
When students write a summary
in their own words, they

immediately identify gaps in their

understanding. This realization
prompts them to explore the
broader complexities of the
subject, ultimately allowing them
to connect isolated facts into a

cohesive, logical argument.

Probable causes for the decile in

writing:

Why has this essential habit

disappeared? Several factors contribute to
this shift:

Load:

Advancements in the modern world

Increased Academic
have led to an increase in the number
of subjects taught in schools and
colleges, leaving students feeling as
though they have less time to read
and write.

Digital Distractions: The surge in
digital media consumption, heavily
COVID-19

pandemic, has conditioned students

accelerated by the

toward passive consumption. With
free time increasingly dominated by
social media, computer and mobile
and OTT platforms, the
deliberate,

games
slower-paced habit of

reflective writing has naturally
diminished.
Dependency on Readymade

Notes: In the modern digital world,
the effortless access to readymade
notes greatly reduces a student's
motivation and opportunity to

actively prepare their own

handwritten notes.
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The Shift to Typed Text: Excessive

dependency and use of typed

electronic notes reduce students'
hand-eye coordination and removes
the tactile, kinesthetic experience of
physically writing out an answer

after memorizing it.

Changing Examination Patterns:
shift

assessments toward Multiple Choice

The recent in educational
Questions (MCQs) and away from
detailed, descriptive answers has
significantly reduced the immediate
incentive for students to practice

their long-form writing skills.

How can we solve this problem?

To revive the essential habit of

writing, we must adopt a two-pronged

approach

involving both learners and

educators.

For Students:

Developing a writing habit: After
reading any content, consciously
writing down the key concepts two to
three times using a pen and paper.
Because this act forces the brain to
physically reproduce the material
from memory, students actively
transition information from short-
term  recognition to long-term
retention. This deliberate practice
ensures that complex theories are
rather than

deeply internalized

quickly forgotten.

Creating handwritten notes:
When

handwritten notes

students actively prepare
than

digital or

rather
relying entirely on
readymade materials, it forces their
brains to filter and organize key
concepts. As synthesizing the
information onto paper requires this
effort,

naturally build a deeper,

extra cognitive students
more
personalized understanding of the
subject. Consequently, this active

engagement transforms passive

reading into a durable foundation of

knowledge.
Submitting Handwritten
Assignments: By paraphrasing

answers and submitting assignments
in a handwritten format, students
avoid the trap of directly copy-
pasting content from the internet.
When they physically write out their
findings, they are forced to deeply
process the source material and
translate it into their own words. As
a result, this practice not only
prevents superficial plagiarism but
their

complex

also significantly
ability  to

arguments clearly.

sharpens

articulate

For Educators:

Assigning Stimulating Tasks:
Educators must design challenging
writing assignments that require the

synthesis of new knowledge rather
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than mere factual recall. When
questions demand original thought,
students are compelled to move
beyond rote memorization and
actively engage with the material.
Consequently, this cognitive friction
cultivates the critical analytical
skills necessary to apply theoretical

concepts to practical scenarios.

'Micro-Writing'
Rather than
lectures,

e Implementing

during lectures:
delivering  continuous
educators should pause periodically
to have students draft a concise,
handwritten summary of the newly
discussed concept. Integrating this
practice ensures that students
actively engage in recall and physical
writing directly within the classroom

setting (Zhu, 2023).

In today's rapidly evolving digital
landscape, the growing dependency on
technology specifically artificial intelligence
1s undeniable. With popular Al tools such as

ChatGPT and Gemini capable of generating
comprehensive text within a fraction of a
ubiquitous

second, alongside the

availability of electronic note-making
devices, the traditional use of pen and paper

1s naturally declining.

However, we must recognize that the
physical act of handwriting is not merely a
nostalgic practice; it 1s a fundamental
cognitive exercise that trains students to
think in a much more logical, structured,
Rather than

viewing technology as a replacement for

and deliberate manner.

foundational learning, the path forward lies
in synergy. When thoughtfully integrated
with traditional writing practices, Al can
serve as a powerful supplementary tool to
student

enhance performance. By

depth  of

handwriting with the expansive analytical

combining the cognitive

capabilities of Al, students can significantly
skills,
comprehensively preparing them for both

elevate their writing

rigorous academic assessments and future

competitive examinations.

*kkkkkk
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Reflection:- 14

Facets of Human Rights and The Indian
Constitution

Adv. Sanjeeban Agamacharyya
Visiting Faculty
Dr. Robhini Kanta Barna Law College

“A man in born free, but he is everywhere in chains”

“Human rights”, as the expression
goes means, those basic inalienable rights
which are available to every human being
by virtue of being born human. These rights
are universal, independent, indivisible and
inherent to all human beings regardless of
their national or ethnic origin, sex, colour,
religion, language or any other status and
all human beings are equally entitled to

human rights without any discrimination.

The conception of rights, which every
human being is entitled to enjoy by virtue of
being a member of human society, has
evolved through the history of struggles for
the recognition of these rights. Section
2(1)(d) of the Protection of Huamn Rights
Act, 1993 defines the term ‘Human Rights’
as the rights relating to life, liberty,equality
and dignity of the individual guaranteed by
the Constitution or embodied in the
International covenants and are
enforceable by courts in India. These rights

may also be called the basic rights, the

Jean-Jacques Rousseau

fundamental rights, the natural rights or
the inherent rights.

The concept of human rights dates
back to “Darwinism”, which talks about the
concept of Natural Selection (“Survival of
the Fittest”). In the early stages of
evolution, the popularly known ‘most
intelligent species’ frequently had fatal
fights amongst themselves, and it was
always the fittest who survived. This
abominable situation congregated our
primogenitors which started the concept of
“right to life”. Among them, they picked a
leader of the congregation who was to
manage the controversies. The leader
started accumulating all the food the people
collected and distributed it among the
congregation and the process of “social life”
started. In the next stage, the
primogenitors evolved to become “social
beings”. The people approached with
complaints regarding unequal distribution

of food, which ultimately developed the
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concept of “equality” and equal distribution
of resource was secured to all the people of
the congregation.

With time, the people demanded
various other rights. Crime was still
prevalent and the wrongdoers were
confined to cages made of wood or put into
chambers, which gradually developed the
concept of “life and personal liberty”.
Eventually, the “human rights” radically
evolved and protected most of the rights
regarded as “fundamental rights”, but the
it was

main complication was that

unwritten.

It was in 1215, when the first concept
of documented human rights emerged with
the introduction of “Magna Carta”. It is one
of the most famous documents in the world
and it is basically a contract between the
king and the people of the church. “Magna
Carta” established for the first time the
principal that, everybody, including the
king, was subject to the law, and since then,
“human rights” have comprehensibly
developed and found a place in various

documents around the world.

In the global context, apart from the
various texts on human rights, “UN
Charter” adopted in the year 1945 was the
first international document to recognise
the protection and promotion of human
rights as an obligation to be carried out by
an individual as well as collectively by
states. Subsequently, the introduction of

“Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR)”, which was approved by the “UN
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General Assembly” on 10 December, 1948,
to which India was also a signatory, is
universally considered to be the most
famous text on human rights and 10th
December 1s now celebrated every year
across the globe as ‘International Human
Rights Day’. The principles enunciated in
the UDHR has had great influence all over
the world, although the governments are
not forced by law to abide by them and India
as well also adopted various principles of
the UDHR in its Constitution.

In India, the Constitution does not
specifically define the term “human rights”,
though the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India
for the first time tried to elucidate the
concept of “Human Rights” in the case of
Golak Nath vs State of Punjab in 1967, in
Court ruled that
Fundamental Rights enshrined in Part III

which, the apex

of the Constitution are “sacrosanct” and
cannot be amended by Parliament. The
judgement was based on the principles of
“Natural Rights” as defined by “John Locke”
as those rights which the humans receive
from nature and that state is constituted for
the protection of these rights and that no
one can snatch these rights because they
are given by any community or group on
earth.

The Indian Constitution under its
Preamble too enshrines the concepts of
human rights. The Preamble to the
Constitution of India declares India to be a
Sovereign, Socialist, Secular and
Democratic Republic. The reason behind

providing with such a vivid preamble is
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correlative of proving and ensuring the
basic human rights to its citizens through
the appellations. “WE, THE PEOPLE OF
INDIA” implies that power is ultimately
rested in the hands of the citizens.
“SOVEREIGN” denotes that India is a state
or a governing body and has the full right
and power to govern itself without any
interference from outside sources or bodies.
“SOCIALIST” denotes that the means of
production, distribution and exchange 1is
owned and regulated by the community as
a whole, 1.e., a mixed economy in which both
Public sector and Private sector run
together as two wheels of economic
development. “SECULAR” in India means
equal treatment of all religions and equal
tolerance towards all religions by the state.
The term “DEMOCRATIC” denotes that the
Government gets its authority from the will
of the people and gives a feeling that all
people are equal ‘irrespective of their race,
religion, language, sex and culture’. The
term “REPUBLIC” inherits the concept of
Human Rights since India is a state where
supreme power is held by the people and
their elected representatives and it has an
elected or nominated President rather than
a monarch. “JUSTICE” is achieved through

social, economic and political security

provided by the state. “LIBERTY” 1is
provided to the citizens through the
sanction of one’s thoughts, expressions,
belief, faith and worship. “EQUALITY”
means that all are treated equal in the eyes
of law. “FRATERNITY” provides for the
feeling of brotherhood. It means dignity of
the individual is correlative to the integrity
of the nation. Thus, the philosophy of
Human Rights under the Preamble is
provided through: “The State, i.e., inherent
human rights; The Centre, i.e., expresses
human rights; and the individual”. Apart
from the Preamble, the “Fundamental
Rights” enunciated in Part III of the
Constitution of India mentions rights of the
individuals which are justiciable and are
enforceable before the Court in case there is
a breach. These fundamental rights are
nothing but basic human rights available to
the individuals, though certain reasonable
restrictions exist.

conclude that the
relationship between human rights and the

So we can

Indian Constitution is not just legalistic; it
is the soul of Indian Democracy. The
Constitution acts as a living organism that
evolves to protect the inherent dignity of

every individual.
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Reflection:- 15

Introduction of Legal Education in School

Curriculum: A Step Towards A Legally Aware

Society

Ms. Ritimoni Sharma

Assistant Professor (Contractual)
Dr. Robini Kanta Barua Law College

This morning while performing my
regular ritual of reading the newspaper
with a cup of tea, my attention was drawn
to a disturbing news about an external
examiner of higher secondary examination
being physically assaulted by a group of
students in a school of Upper Assam. It
reminded me of another incident that
occurred some two/ three years ago when
the murder of a 7 year old girl in Morigaon
district of Assam created wide-spread
public outrage. The then Superintendent of
Police of Morigaon district, the esteemed
IPS officer, Anand Mishra claimed to have
deciphered the reason behind the crime as
the addiction of the
classmates to adult content , which the girl
had refused to watch and had threatened to
report. My mind was deeply perturbed by

deceased girl's

such demotivating news, especially because
students were involved in both the offences.

Such incidents of growing involvement of

116

minor children in various crimes becomes
painfully evident when we surf the news
feeds or read the newspaper, that often
occur at various places of our country.

According to National Crimes Record
(NCRB)

delinquency in India has undergone a

Bureau report, juvenile
serious transformation over the last 10
years (2013 to 2022). The nature of crimes
committed by them shifted towards more
violent and digital offences. While violent
crimes like murder, rape, robbery etc. rose
from 32% in 2016 to 49.5% in 2022, crimes
under POCSO Act witnessed a sharp
increase from 794 cases in 2019 to 2356
cases in 2022. Moreover, reported cyber-
crimes against and by children surged by
over 20 times mostly after covid-19
pandemic. Juveniles, particularly in the 16
to 18 age group , who comprise 79% of
apprehended minors, are increasingly

engaged 1n various cyber-crimes like
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transmitting 'child sexual abuse material',
1dentity theft,

deception etc. Such incidents make wus

hacking and financial

ponder whether we are preparing students,
who are in fact the future of our country, to
live responsibly within the framework of

law.

The Major Reasons Behind Juvenile
Delinquency

The major reasons behind such
Iincreasing numbers of juvenile delinquency

are primarily the following:

1. Ignorance of Law: Due to lack of
legal literacy, juveniles often fail to
realise where childhood prank ends
and criminal offence begins. Many
teenagers do not even know that
sharing a private photo without
consent or an unverified content
attract legal liability. Moreover,
there is common myth among youth
that their misconduct or any other
offensive act are beyond punishment.
This sense of false immunity leads
them to commit more frequent or
grievous crimes.

2. Dysfunctional Family
Environment: A family is supposed
to be a child's primary source of
security and moral guidance. If the
parents exhibit violent and dishonest
behaviour themselves, children often
emulate these kinds of actions as
normal ways to solve problems.

3. Rapid Social Change: The society
at large has been going through a

rapid shift of values and norms,
especially after covid-19 pandemic. It
has forced education and socializing
entirely on to digital platforms
almost overnight. The rapid shift has
led to their alienation from society
and led them more towards stress
and frustration, resulting in
commission of crimes.

4. Easy Access to Digital Platforms:
While the internet is a tool for
learning, it also presents specific
risks for juveniles who are still
developing their judgment. Easy
access to violent media and extremist
ideologies through social media and
OTT platforms have helped them in
developing outrageous behaviour.

5. Peer Pressure: Juveniles are far
more likely to commit crimes in
groups than alone. They often engage
themselves in crimes like vandalism
or theft simply to prove their loyalty
to friends.

6. Reduced Supervision: Lack of
monitoring by adults, like parents
and teachers, has led to juvenile
crimes many a time. If a child knows
that no one is watching or that there
are no immediate consequences for
their misconduct, they are more
likely to escalate to more serious
offences.

It is important to note that many
criminal acts are committed by juvenile not
with criminal intent but due to lack of

awareness. Young individuals, often act
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without realizing that their acts are of
criminal nature or without understanding
the legal consequences of their actions.
Further, there is a common notion among
young people that minors are immune from
legal consequences or online activities are
exempted from legal liability. This kind of
misunderstanding about law is widespread
and it does not confine to juveniles only.
Many believe that absence of knowledge or
intention protect people from punishment.
As a result of such misconceptions,
behaviours like rash driving, eve - teasing,
stalking, cyber bullying, sharing offensive
content, damaging public property or
causing environmental harm are often
treated casually, as are done by
protagonists of some reels, movies or web
series. Students frequently perceive these
actions as harmless fun, without realizing
that many of them amount to punishable
offences.

On the contrary, the legal system of
our country is based on the principle that
“Ignorantia juris non excusat”. It means
that, in India everyone is presumed to know
the law, and lack of awareness is not a valid
defence for civil or criminal liability. Once a
law 1s enacted and published in the Official
Gazette, every citizen irrespective of age is
legally presumed to know it. Under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, a
juvenile cannot escape liability solely by
claiming that they did not know a particular
act was 1illegal. For example, in a recent
case, a Special POCSO Court 1in
Ahmadabad ruled that a youth could not
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use ignorance of the law as a defence for
eloping with a minor, despite arguments
about his age and lack of understanding.

In this context, legal literacy can play
a crucial role in making every individual
aware of their rights and obligations. Even
legal literacy at a formative age can rectify
the misunderstandings and help individual
to recognize the boundaries between

acceptable behaviour and unlawful conduct.
Law in Present School Curriculum

At present, most school boards in
India include Civics and Political Science in
their curriculum. Our curriculum
incorporates Constitutional provisions such
Rights

Directive Principles of State Policies,

as Fundamental and Duties,
democratic institutions etc. for building
constitutional awareness. However, the
obligations,

teaching of duties,

responsibility and liability are often
remains inadequate and theoretical. There
is hardly any discourse on how laws affect
daily life or how students may encounter
legal situations in real-world contexts.
Moreover, there are many misconceptions
regarding the functioning of police force or
lack of awareness for various facilities like
free legal aid that the law agencies provide
among students in particular and common
public in general. As a result, students may
know about constitutional provisions but
remain unprepared for practical legal

challenges.

We all know that it is the duty of the
government to make the people aware of the
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laws of the land. In this context, various
governments, during their tenure, have
taken steps for including the basics of
several laws related to child protection,
prevention of child marriage, cyber safety
and environmental protection etc. to school
students through their curriculum.. While
these efforts are valuable, they are often
conducted through isolated programmes
and workshops which do not provide any
direct benefit or awareness to the students.

Further, legal literacy requires continuous

and structured learning. Without
integration into the regular school
curriculum, such awareness remains

incomplete. Introducing basic concepts like
public nuisance and rules relating to traffic,
sexual harassment, child labour, provisions
of POCSO Act, IT Act, RTI etc. would
ensure preventive knowledge rather than
learning through adverse experiences that
the students face at various phases in their

lives.

Challenges in Introducing Legal

Education and Their Solutions

Introducing legal topics in the school
curriculum invite initial challenges. The
New Education Policy (NEP) has always
emphasised on minimising academic
pressure on students and introduction of
legal topics might counteract their policies.
Certain legal topics, such as criminal
responsibility or offences relating to
personal safety must be handled carefully
to suit the maturity of the students.
Moreover, dearth of equipped and trained

teachers who can explain these concepts

to be

considered in this regard. Furthermore,

sensibly i1s another challenge
ensuring neutrality and uniformity across
different educational boards also present

challenges.

But these concerns or challenges can
be addressed through some balanced and

practical measures. For instance:

1. Basic concepts of legal education can
be integrated into existing subjects
like  Social Artificial

Intelligence, Information and

science,

Technology etc. or can be introduced
as a separate elective subject.

2. Chapters can focus on real - life
situations or problems like

forwarding  sensitive  messages,

stalking etc. and possible ways of

dealing with those issues in a

simplified manner, instead of
technical legal details.

3. Teachers can be supported through
training programmes standardized
teaching materials and assistance
from legal professionals and
institutions DLSA (District Legal
Services Authority) and other local
law colleges.

4. Interactive methods such as
discussions, role plays and mock
courts can make learning engaging
and meaningful. High schools can
simulate the basic legal matters by
assigning the students to play roles
like lawyers, witnesses etc.

5. Law interns can be engaged in

disseminating legal awareness in
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various schools as a part of their

internship at various occasions such

as Constitution Day, Human Rights

Day, Consumer Protection Day,

Legal Awareness Day along with

Republic Day and Independence Day.

6. Students should be encouraged to
make posters, hoardings and wall
arts in schools in order to make them
aware of the legal fundamentals.

7. Legal counselling can also play a
crucial role in equipping students
with basic legal knowledge and
awareness at an early age. A regular
by-yearly counselling of the students
by lawyers, law interns etc. will
definitely help them understand
their rights, duties and obligations
and deal with legal challenges and
avoid legal pitfalls.

In a society governed by the rule of
law, legal literacy is very essential for every
should have
awareness of practical legal concepts like

citizen. Every person
duties and accountability of the police,
provision of Zero FIR ,free legal aid facilities
for the poor and vulnerable sections of the
society , the provisions of POCSO Act,
domestic violence etc. Teaching of basic
legal concepts will empower citizens and
improve access to justice. Similarly
understanding basic environmental laws,

cyber-crimes related to social media, online

impersonation, data misuse, stalking, peer
bullying etc. is also essential for students
who are active users of public spaces and
digital platforms. Schools, especially the
high school, is a critical stage where values,
behaviour and social awareness take shape.
Introducing basic legal concepts at this level
can help prevent juvenile misconduct,
correct misconceptions about law and
promote law abiding behaviour among
young students. It 1s far more effective to
introduce basic legal concepts at a
formative age, so that awareness and
responsibility are cultivated early, rather
than relying on punitive measures after a

crime has already been committed.

Indian schools can also adopt the
example of the high schools in the countries
like the United States, Canada, the U.K.
in  which the
emphasises legal

and Australia school

curriculum literacy
through Criminal and Civil Law, Torts,
Contracts and Consumer Rights, often
applied via interactive mock trials. Legal
education would enable students not only to
protect their own rights but also to respect
rights of others as well. Introduction of
basic legal concepts, therefore, would not
merely be an educational initiative, but an
investment in justice, social responsibility
and future of democracy.

*kkkkik
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Reflection:- 16

Expanding The Horizons of Article 21: Santhara
and The Debate on Dignified Death in Indian
Constitutional Law

Mrt. Shubham Dutta

Assistant Professor (Contractual)
Dr. Robini Kanta Barna Law College

Abstract

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution guarantees the right to life and
personal liberty, interpreted to include dignity and autonomy. The debate
over Santhara, a Jain practice of voluntary fasting unto death, raises
complex constitutional questions about dying with dignity and religious
freedom versus state interests in suicide prevention. The Rajasthan High
Court deemed Santhara unconstitutional in Nikhil Soni v. Union of India
(2015), likening it to suicide, though the Supreme Court has since placed a
stay on this ruling. The controversy illustrates the tension between
individual autonomy and public morality, as Article 25 allows religious
practice tempered by public order. Judicial precedents have evolved, with
landmark cases gradually accepting dignified death while still assessing
the legality of practices like Santhara. The need for a regulatory
framework, medical oversight, and reforms in suicide laws highlights the
ongoing struggle between protecting life and honoring constitutional
rights. Overall, the Santhara issue reflects a significant evolution in the
interpretation of Article 21, emphasizing dignity in death and the

balancing act between personal freedom and state interests.

Keywords: Indian Constitution, Article 21, Santhara.
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Introduction

Article 21 of the Constitution of India
guarantees that “No person shall be
deprived of his life or personal liberty except
according to procedure established by law.”
Judicial interpretation has evolved this
clause into a fundamental right, expanding
its meaning to encompass dignity,
autonomy, and the concept of a meaningful

existence beyond mere physical survival.

Within the evolving constitutional
debate

Santhara, a Jain practice of voluntary

framework, the surrounding

fasting unto death, raises significant
constitutional questions regarding the right
to die with dignity, the justification of
voluntary death under religious freedom,
and the balance the State must maintain
between suicide prevention and respect for

spiritual autonomy.

The article discusses the implications
of the Rajasthan High Court’s ruling in
Nikhil Soni v. Union of India (2015), which
deemed Santhara unconstitutional,
categorizing it alongside suicide, and the
subsequent Supreme Court’s stay on this
ruling. It explores how Santhara relates to
Articles 21 and 25 of the

Constitution, highlighting the interplay

Indian

between the right to life, freedom of
religion, and criminal law, while also
addressing the historical context, relevant
precedents

legislation, and judicial

regarding dignified death in India.
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Historical Background of Santhara

Santhara 1s a Jain religious vow
emphasizing ahimsa (non-violence) and
detachment from material existence. It is
described in Jain scriptures as Sallekhana,
a voluntary and gradual renunciation of
food and bodily desires taken by individuals
of advanced age, facing terminal illness, or
achieving spiritual completion. This
practice is distinguished from suicide as it
1s seen as a disciplined spiritual process
aimed at purifying karma and achieving
moksha (liberation), involving a gradual
intake

reduction of food and water

alongside  meditation and  spiritual
reflection. Historically, Indian traditions
have embraced various perspectives on
death,

However, colonial penal laws introduced a

including ascetic withdrawal.
uniform criminal approach to suicide,
causing friction with traditional spiritual
practices. A constitutional challenge arose
as modern human rights discussions

focused on individual dignity and

autonomy, questioning the legal
classification of spiritual fasting unto
death—whether it should be criminalized or

constitutionally protected.
Constitutional Provisions Involved

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution
has evolved from a narrow interpretation in
A.K. Gopalan v. State of Madras to a
broader substantive due process
perspective in Maneka Gandhi v. Union of

India, emphasizing that procedures must be
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“fair, just and reasonable.” Subsequent
rulings have identified dignity as central to
Article 21, encompassing rights such as
dignity itself, privacy, health, and personal
A pivotal

decision-making autonomy.

question emerged vregarding whether
dignity includes the right to die, leading the
Rajasthan High Court to determine that
Article 21 protects life but does not extend
to the right to die, thereby invalidating the

practice of Santhara.

Article 25, which guarantees freedom
of religion, allows for the practice and
propagation of religion, constrained by
public order, morality, and health. In the
case of Nikhil Soni, the High Court ruled
that Santhara is not an essential religious
practice and thus lacks constitutional
protection under Article 25. This situation
raises a crucial issue about whether courts
should assess the essentiality of religious
practices or uphold individual religious

autonomy.

The discourse surrounding Santhara
requires a careful balancing of fundamental
rights, recognizing that religious freedom
must be weighed against public morality
and the rights embodied in Article 21, which
also prioritizes personal autonomy and
dignity. Thus, the debate over Santhara
1llustrates a complex constitutional
balancing act rather than a mere conflict of

rights.

Legislative Framework Governing the

Issue

The Santhara controversy centers
around two key provisions of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC): Section 309, which
punishes attempts to commit suicide, and
Section 306, which punishes abetment of
suicide. The Rajasthan High Court ruled
that Santhara constitutes an attempt at
suicide, thus subjecting those involved to
potential criminal liability. This ruling has
prompted a discussion about the evolving
legislative attitudes towards suicide, as the
Mental Healthcare Act, 2017, recognizes
suicide  attempts as indicators of
distress, discouraging
Section 309 IPC.
State’s

preserving life raises concerns about

psychological
prosecution under
Furthermore, the Interest 1n
potential coercion from social or religious

pressures, leading to a conflict between

protective legislation and individual
autonomy.
Judicial Precedents and
Constitutional Evolution

Judicial precedents have

significantly shaped the constitutional
discourse on the right to die in India. The
Supreme Court initially recognized a
constitutional right to die in P. Rathinam v.
Union of India (1994), but this was
overruled by Gian Kaur v. State of Punjab
(1996), which clarified that while Article 21
does not encompass a right to die, it allows
for dying with dignity regarding natural
death.
Ramchandra Shanbaug v. Union of India

Subsequently, n Aruna

(2011), passive euthanasia was permitted

under strict judicial oversight. The
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landmark decision in Common Cause v.
Union of India (2018) affirmed the right to
die with dignity, legalizing passive
thereby

emphasizing individual autonomy in end-

euthanasia and living wills,
of-life choices. In contrast, Nikhil Soni v.
Union of India (2015) ruled Santhara
illegal, equating it with suicide, which
invoked Article 21 and led to further
scrutiny by  the Court,
highlighting the debate

surrounding religious practices versus

Supreme

ongoing

constitutional rights.

Analysis: Santhara and the Concept of
Dignified Death

The Constitutional dilemma
surrounding protection of autonomy versus
preservation of life presents competing
interpretations. Arguments against
Constitutional protection emphasize the
state’s duty to safeguard life, cautioning
against coercion or societal pressures that
might normalize self-destruction under a
guise of religious justification. Conversely,
supporters argue that autonomy and
dignity are central to Article 21. They
contend that practices like Santhara
(spiritual purification) differ from suicide

and that criminalization may infringe upon
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freedom of conscience. Modern
Constitutional thought advocates for
individual choice at life’s end,

encapsulating dignity as control over one’s

dying process.
Conclusion

The Santhara controversy highlights
the evolution of Article 21 in Indian
constitutional law, shifting from a survival
focus to emphasizing dignity in death.
Judicial rulings have gradually accepted
the concept of dignified death, though the
Rajasthan High Court’s comparison of
Santhara to suicide reflects a preservation-
centered view. This situation raises
questions about the interplay of sanctity of
life, individual autonomy, and religious
freedom, as Indian law navigates between
death.

Recommendations include implementing a

protection and liberty near

regulatory framework for Santhara,
seeking a Supreme Court ruling to clarify
Constitutional uncertainties, establishing
mechanisms,

medical oversight

acknowledging autonomy while
safeguarding the vulnerable, and reforming
suicide laws to align with Constitutional

morality.

EX
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Rhythm of Words: 01

The Mountain Beckons

Mtrs. Dipti Koch

Assitant Professor, (Contractual)
Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College

In the far eastern hills where the dawn first breaks,
A sacred journey my heart now initiates,
Through winding roads and forests deep,
Where silent mountains their vigil keep.

The air was cool, the horizons wide,
With misty clouds that slowly glide.

Birds chirped softly in trees tall,
As nature answered my soul's call.
The mighty river flowed with grace,

Carving valleys in its embrace.
Its ripples on stones so strong

Reminding me of the days forlorn.

Pilgrims walked with faith so bright,
Their eyes filled with hope of divine light,
Stories of sages filled the air,

Of penance, devotion, and humble prayer.
It is said that here the sage once came,
Burdened with sorrow, guilt, and shame.
In these holy waters his sins, his wound
A tale of faith, the Parasuram Kund.

E
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Rhythm of Words: 02

Finding Myself Amidst the Cycle of Roles

Ms. Preetisha Choudhury
Assitant Professor,
Dr. Robini Kanta Barua Law College

With dreams in my sparkling eyes,

Like the twinkling stars scattered all across the limitless sky,
I sat in the front rows of curiosity, absorbing knowledge
Guided by gurus; ideals of inspiration and light,

So bright.

Igniting a passion, and letting me steer the wheel of wisdom.

As time passed, years unfold, roles gently swapped,
In the hustle bustle of childhood,
The seed once sown, grew up beautifully and gracefully;
The classroom’s hush; where pages were turned and chapters recited incessantly,
Another flight departed,
From the front bench to the teachers’ desk,
Roles reversed; the guiding light earned.
Nurturing creative minds and letting wisdom flow,

A transformative flight; full of hope.

Life, however, failed to stop
The clock struck, seasons changed, cycles turned,
Roles reversed back again,
From the teachers’ desk to the front bench,
Amidst a stunning milieu; thirst of knowledge stirred again,
Back to a curious learner once again,
With enliven dreams in the eyes,

A beautiful journey encore.

As I move ahead, gracefully adapting to the dance of roles,
From student to mentor, and back once more,
Attracted towards the pool of knowledge, I find my purpose.

Echoing in the heart again and again.
*kkdd
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Rhythm of Words: 03

Elegy to Gangee

Purabjyoti Gogoi
LI.B. 6" Semester

Sweet flowing Mother of the creation
Adorned with mystic tone of salvation.
Here in yours,

Ante diluvian slanting edge of serenity

Mine fragile knees bend, unknowingly- to thy dignity.

With a striken heart, I lament
for being thy distant inferior son
As the symphony of my heart,
so far did on no occasion
Longed for thy embrace.
Even in this still-ceased moment,

Beneath your tender flowing gaze

I find no solace as do-thy good other offsprings.

I come forth not in sheer colours of delight
But rather in pale shades of white.

I bring no redolent flowers of spring,
Or any ripened fruits to be your offering.
I come forth bearing an earthen pot
Lost in the abyss of grief.

Min'e hands sink
beneath this fragile eathen clay,
Its whisper of weight trembles my soul
For it’s the resort of last
of one who lingered once.
Amidst thy blissful bliss
I bear uncanny silence,
With my pot of earthen dust.

In thy lenient flowing arms,
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I arrive to bid adieu to a mother into the another
O sweet flowing Gangee, Mother of the creation
In thy waves of tender
Carry my mother with gentle-

As she gave her youth like the fading dawn,
And her fading days to life's storm.

In thy waves of tender
Carry my mother with gentle
As through my weary nights,

When sickness cast its shadow in heights.
She nurtured me through pain so deep,
Throughout those restless nights, denying her sleep.
O sweet flowing Gangee, Mother of the creation
In thy waves of tender
Carry my mother with gentle-

As when hunger struck with ruthless might,
She fed me in warmth through day and night.
In thy waves of tender
Carry my mother with gentle-

As her hands now tremble being weak and worn,
Those once toiled for me since dusk to morn.
In thy waves of tender
Carry my mother with gentle-

For she is the soul who gave me life,

And carved my course under silent warm light.
Guide her soul to your depths below,

From where I can hear her whispers in your flow.
O sweet flowing Gangee, Mother of the creation
In thy waves of tender
Carry my mother with gentle

To the gates of salvation.

130 Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College Golden Jubilee Organising Committee



Rhythm of Words: 04

My First Dawn

Nang Tuchengkham Mohan
LI.B. 27 Semester

It was the first dawn of a journey untold,
A moment where I knew nothing,
No familiar faces, no gentle voices,
Only a quiet storm swirling within my chest.
A constellation of questions flickered restlessly in my mind.

Would I rise above the crowd?
Would I carve a place for myself in their minds?
Would destiny gift me a companion
Who stands beside me in every rise and fall?
Was I sculpted strongly enough for this new chapter?

Leaving behind the echoes of my yesterday,
I stepped into an unexplored realm,
A tapestry of unfamiliar souls,
And yet I wondered,
How might I become a memorable thread in theirs?

It was my first dawn,
And though I knew nothing of the road ahead,
I held one truth gently in my heart,
I would strive to be the brightest among them.

When fear tightened its grip
And self-doubt tried to root itself within me,
I remembered my brother’s soft reminder:
“Be a sunflower in a field of roses.”
With that, I lifted myself,
Carrying courage like a flame that would not dim,
And every question scattered like mist
At the kiss of morning light.
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Rhythm of Words: 05

Rekindled Dreams

Pragyan Borah
Jorhat Medical College, MBBS' (3rd Semester)

I walk the few steps of my cramped confinement,
Yearning to stride the alleys of my village.
The wheels rush in a stint so fast,

I only fathom the bullock carts of the fields afar!
Miles and miles from here,

My farmer friend wakes to a dappled sun;
Yet, the smog hazes my city's panes,

And the heliac rays are no less than a pun!
The green paddies herald golden dreams,
The harvest arrives,

And it only brings a smile so gleam.
Aeons from now, I wonder a life like this!
Away from the dust and dirt,

And the polluting airfilm.

Oh! How lucky are those, who wake to a crooning cuckoo,
I only yearn for rest from the traffic's honking.
The hamlet wakes to the hen's sound,

And, then and there, it lives a life worth my zillion pounds.
The city feels like a dystopic phantom,

Oh! My dearest village feels only like a fantasized sojourn.
Towering skyscrapers beseige me today,
And this feels no less than the bars of hell.
The hut back in village was my earthy eden,

I regret the fact of leaving it back.

Dense in the forest, deep in the grooves,

My friend brings me herbs and This bucketful
And I only sob tears,

My plate looks a lot of packaged food.

Oh! My grandmother's last smile,

My mother's tender eyes.

My father's perspiring temples,

My sister's playful vibe:

How come I not miss them!

As I am all alone in the city's terrible life.

All T can do is to smile a smile so wry,

For I chase my dream of village,

Like a fanatic firefly!
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Dr. R.K.B Law College from My Lenses

Dr. Prasenjit Borkakoti
Principal,
DHSK Law College

&

Former Faculty,
Dr. Robini Kanta Barna Law College

A rainy day of August 2014- I was
just a fresh Post Graduate in Law (LL.M)
from Symbiosis Law School, Pune returning
back to my own native city filled with
youthful excitement with an object of
imparting legal education with updated
pedagogy which I learned from the
Professors of one of the top ranked law
institute. The pass certificate of my LL.M
was still not released by the University

when I faced the interview before a huge
panel at Dr. R.K.B Law College, Dibrugarh.

During that time i.e. July, 2014 the
College was under the guidance of a very
experienced administrator Lt. N.C Gohain
as the Secretary to the G.B of the College. It
would not be wrong to say that he acted as
the backbone of the College. He was very
special to me because of the huge age gap
between us and perhaps due to this reason
I saw him as a caring personality for me
rather than a fearful administrator as

heard from my seniors.

Golden Treasure: An Odyssey of 50 Years

At the time when I joined the College

as a whole time faculty(Assistant
Professor), the faculty strength of the
college was totally dependent on the Part
time faculties(Visiting Lecturers) from the
Dibrugarh Bar Association namely; Sri S.C
Goswami, Sri S.B Sarma, Sri P.C. Medhi,
Dr. N. Ahmed, Sri Ajit Borgohain, Sri Ajit
Bora, Sri Raj Kumar Agarwalla and Mrs Ivy
Chatterjee who served the college at a very
nominal honorarium which I think was a
gentle gesture towards the College and
legal education as a whole which boosted
the College to a certain extent in achieving
the object for which it was established back
in the year 1976 by the conscious people of
Dibrugarh with Sri Hemnath Gohain as the
founding Principal. This journey of the
college was further strengthened by the
invaluable support of a very small but
young and energetic whole time faculties
who were newly recruited as per the
direction of the BCI, New Delhi to fulfill the
requisite norms of the Legal Education

Rules. This small group of whole time
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faculties which were just three in numbers
consisting of Mrs Manalisa Medhi, Dr.
Manomita Paul & Mrs. Shilpi Gupta was
joined by me as the fourth member.
Although these full-time faculties were
junior in age as well as experience in
comparison to the part time faculties but
they had the idea of doing something out of
the box.

At the time of my joining, the
Principal of the College was none other than
Dr. Gautomi Dutta Borah a devoted
academician and a benevolent leader
leading from the front setting example for
not only the juniors but also for her seniors
by age although not by experience. Her
strong determination to do something for
the college out of very limited resources
backed by the junior teaching staff at that
time further strengthened the overall
pillars of the College.

Dr. Dutta fostered a

collaborative environment that allowed us

warm

to work closely together, with her as the
Principal and myself as the Coordinator &
Faculty In charge of various important
Committees, Cells & Clubs. Her
commitment made it possible for us to
achieve significant progress in many areas
of the College. Our combined effort allowed
us to bring positive changes thereby
advancing the infrastructure improvement,
academic programs and overall
development of the Students. Although the
college did not have a well-equipped
academic building and other infrastructure,

the academic environment of the college

was worth mentioning due to the handhold
dedication of the teachers as a result of
which the students from the college were
able to secure the University Medal many
times which boosted the morale of the
teachers.

The environment inside the college
was so homely and joyful that I never felt
like a newcomer. Dr. R.K.B Law College
with its vibrant academic atmosphere and
its enduring commitment to the holistic
development of the students has been the
perfect platform for my teaching career. The
years I spent as a faculty of law have not
only shaped my professional life but also
overall personal

deeply enriched my

growth.

Over the years, the college has
undergone many transformations and I
have had the privilege of witnessing its
evolution. When I joined the college, the
only activity of the faculty members was to
deliver lecture, but in due course of time the
activities have increased manifolds like
organization of various National seminars,
workshop, Faculty Development Program,
Court
Street plays, Swatchata Drive, Adoption of

Symposium, Moot Competition,
Villages and tea gardens under Swatcha
Abhyan Gramin and so on and so forth, all

under the various committees and cells
devoted for IQAC of the College.

Among the many memories, the most
memorable one for me i1s when our college
was awarded the Swachhata Senani Award

(2nd prize) by the Government of Assam for
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the “Swatchata Abhyan- Hag Tag
Challenge” in the year 2019 because the
challenge was undertaken under my
leadership by the Health & Sanitation Club
of the College as per the Government
directives. It was indeed a kick for me to
realize my own capabilities, which boosted
me to another level because we were the
only Law College of Assam to receive such

an award.

My journey at Dr. R.K.B Law College
has given me countless memories, lifelong
connection and a deep satisfaction of being
a nation builder by shaping the life of so
many students who are now playing
distinguish role in the Judiciary or other
departments as either a judge, lawyer, law
officer and other administrative ranks.
Teaching law to aged people presented a
unique set of challenge which was very
uncommon to me; as they used to bring
wealth of diverse life and professional

experience to the classroom which

established

theories of law, requiring the faculty

sometimes questions the
member to balance the curriculum with real
world experience.Despite these challenges,
the experience is often rewarding, as
mature students bring a seriousness of
purpose, discipline and a strong sense of
responsibility that enriches not only the
classroom environment but also young

faculties like me.

Reflecting on these past eight years
at R.K.B Law College, the true reward has
not been the lectures delivered, but the
evolution witnessed. Watching former
students rise to become formidable
advocates and ethical judges is the ultimate
validation of this journey. This experience
has reaffirmed my belief that legal
education is the bedrock of justice. I leave
this chapter not just as a teacher of law, but
as a lifelong student of the pedagogical art,
eager to see how this next generation will

redefine the boundaries of our profession.

skkokskk
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Memories of Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law

College

Smti. Karuna Devi
Chief Judicial Magistrate, Hojai
Alumna, Batch of 2005- 2007

It feels just like yesterday when I
first walked through the gates of Dr. R.K.B.
Law College, filled with uncertainty, a
million questions and a reluctant heart as I
had wished to pursue a different field of
subject back then. I also remember the first
introductory sessions with all seniors as
well as with our beloved teachers and
Principal, Sri N.C. Gohain (now deceased)
who individually interacted with each and
every fresher and when my chance came to
speak up and was asked as to why I took
admission in law, I had very bluntly replied
that my father had forced me to study law.

Be as it is, today I serve in the Assam
Judiciary and am posted as the Chief
Judicial Magistrate at Hojai but I often
ponder how the three formative years
shaped my understanding of law but also
my sense of justice, discipline and purpose
and the entire credit goes to my mentors,
my teachers. I still recall the first class
taken by Sri S. Goswami Sir, who told us,

“Law 1s nothing but an application of

common sense, but common sense 1s not so
common now-a-days”. I still carry these
words still in my heart as a Guru Mantra
and in fact all these years in the legal field
has made me realise that these words are in
fact true. To quote Robert Bolt from A Man
of All Seasons, “The Law is not a light for
you or any man to see by; the law is not an
instrument of any kind. The law is the
cause- the cause of justice, and justice is the
end.”

Each and every experience in those
three years, be it the lectures, the
discussions or the interactions, all went to
build my solid foundation and I can indeed
say with conviction that the faith of my
teachers upon my potential made me
believe in myself and helped me transition
from a student to a judicial officer.
However, it would be wrong if I fail to
mention those carom board sessions and all
of us scrambling to fetch the board after
every class and which even made us attend

college on an Assam Bandh. Also, those
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laughter’s over murhi chat and aloo chat in
the college gate, samosas in Amit Hotel and
chops in Rambandan at Thana Chariali,
numerous movies watched after bunking
classes, scampering for library books before
any examination are all etched deep in my
heart.

Looking back, I realise that my
journey was not mine alone but has been
guided by the values instilled by my alma
mater, my teachers and my friends and I
cherish each and every moment spent in
this college with nostalgia. This College
taught me to dream big but stay grounded,

to be ambitious but also to stay kind, to

choose integrity and purpose over
popularity and most importantly to believe

in myself.

As an alumna, I carry immense pride
in being a part of this institution's legacy.
The world keeps evolving but the essence of
justice remains timeless and it is this very
essence that Dr. R.K.B. Law College so
beautifully instills in all of us. Finally, I
would like to state that, “The power of the
law lies not in the words of the statute, but
in the conscience of those who interpret it.”

*kkkkkk
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Reminiscing My Days in
Dr. R.K.B. Law College, Dibrugarh,
Assam

Adv. Shiva Nand Mishra
Adyocate,
Supreme Court of India
Alumnus (2009-2012)

It is a matter of immense honour and
heartfelt joy for me to extend my greetings
to Dr. R.K.B. Law College on the historic
celebration of its Golden Jubilee. Being a
student of this esteemed institution during
the session 2009-2012 remains one of the
most defining chapters of my life. I consider
it a privilege to have graduated from this
college with the 6th Rank under Dibrugarh
University, a milestone that would not have
been possible without the academic rigour,
moral strength, and continuous support the
college provided.

During my years as a student, I was
simultaneously serving in the Indian Air
Force at Chabua, nearly 25 kilometres
away. Attending classes regularly while
fulfilling

challenging, leaving little time for self-

service responsibilities was
study. Yet, it was the exceptional dedication
of our faculty members that enabled me to
excel. Their clear explanation of concepts,

methodical teaching style, and commitment
to student welfare helped transform every
classroom session into meaningful learning.
My classmates, with their cooperative and
encouraging nature, made the journey even
more enriching. The bond we shared inside
and outside the classroom remains one of

my fondest memories.

The college library—our true temple
of knowledge—played a vital role in shaping
my academic spirit. It allowed me to explore
varied authors and perspectives, helping
me strengthen my analytical abilities and
deepen my understanding of legal thought.
Beyond academics, the college nurtured
cultural and spiritual values. Each year,
during Basant Panchami, Saraswati Puja is
celebrated with great devotion. I was
fortunate to be entrusted with the honour of
serving as the priest (pujari) on this
occasion—a responsibility that deepened
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my emotional connection with the

institution.

A turning point in my life came
during a lecture on the Constitution of
India. It was in that classroom that I
realised law was not merely a subject to
study but a calling I wished to follow for the
rest of my life. I appreciated, even in my
first semester, that the law is the greatest
discipline, one that must be lived every day.
This realization continues to guide my

journey.

Today, I am privileged to practice as
an Advocate in the Supreme Court of India
from 2019. Whatever I have achieved
professionally is deeply rooted in the
foundation I received at Dr. R.K.B. Law
College. The

Institution taught me

discipline, clarity of thought, and respect for
justice—values that continue to shape my

practice and principles.

I also take this opportunity to pay
respectful tribute to our former Principal,
Late Shri N.C. Gohain Sir, whose tireless
dedication to the college—even at more
than 70 years of age—remains an
ispiration for all of us. His life exemplified

commitment, humility, and service.

The Golden Jubilee is not merely a
celebration of fifty glorious years but also a
cherished opportunity for alumni to reunite,
reconnect, and relive the memories that
shaped us. It brings us together to celebrate
our shared journey and renew our bond
with the institution.

With deepest respect and warm regards.

Kehekhdeded
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A Legacy Beyond the Bar

Ms. Rashmi Rekha Borgohain
London (United Kingdom)
Alunma (2007-2008)

It’s a common misconception that a
law degree 1is only wuseful behind a
mahogany desk or in a courtroom; in reality,
it's a blueprint for how to think, lead, and

exist within a community

Reflecting on my three years at this
institution, I realize that my time here was
far more than a mere academic milestone; it
was the crucible in which a better version of
myself was formed. While many view a law
degree as a tool for the courtroom, I have
found it to be a profound compass for life.
The dedication and

commitment of my teachers-Goswami Sir,

unwavering

Borah Sir, Sharma Sir, Buragohain Sir,
Nazrana Madam etc. to whom I owe
1mmense respect and gratitude, instilled in
me a deep-seated appreciation for the
principles of justice and equity. Though I do
not formally practise at Bar today, I
“practise” law in every social interaction
and personal decision I make. This
education relined my character, sharpened
my integrity, and gifted me a perspective
that transcends the professional sphere. I
stand proud as an alumna, forever grateful
to the mentors and the halls that taught me
not just how to argue the law, but how to
live by its highest ideals.

skkokok sk kok
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A Lasting Legal Impact

Nawab Samsuddin Ahmed

Adyocate, Dibrugarh Bar Association

Dibrugarh, Assam

I passed LL.B. from DR. ROHINI
KANTA BARUA LAW COLLEGE in the
year 1995. But when I took admission in the
law college, it was known as DIBRUGARH
LAW COLLEGE. Initially it was not my
desire to study law as 1 come from an
Assamese medium school. So I felt that it
was not possible for me to study law in
English, Later, I changed my decision of
taking admission in the Political Science
department of Dibrugarh University after
my meeting with my senior Bashir Ahmed
who suggested me to take admission in law
and took me to Dibrugarh Law College.He
arranged entire formalities for me for

taking admission in the Preliminary Course
of LLLB at Dibrugarh Law College.

Later on, Sir introduced me to the
Principal Lt. N.C. Gohain Sir. Since then
though I had no intention of studying law. I
took admission in Dibrugarh Law College
only to honour the advice of Bashir Ahmed
sir. During the period as a student I met
many learned teachers at the law college
and under their guidance and co-operation
I completed my LL.B. course successfully

and became a professional lawyer
respectively. Some of the resourceful
teachers that I had the privilege of taking
guidance from were: the then Principal Late
N.C. Gohain, Late Bashin Ahmed Sir (Vice
Principal), Late Anil Kundu Sir, Late N.C
Bagchi Sir, Sri Jogen Bora Sir, Lt Biman
Khagendra Nath
Chowdhury Sir, Late Hiranmoyee Goswami
Ma’am, Late Kundan Sahi Sir, Sarifur

Rahman Sir etc. I also fondly remember the

Barua Sir, Late

non - teaching staff Mr. Patgiri and
chawkidar Ramdeu Rai. I also remember
taking part in the Extempore Speech
competition and Mono Acting competition
and acquired 1st Position in both the
activities ; the award for which was given to
me by the then Vice Chancellor of
Dibrugarh University, Dr. Kamaleswar
Baruah. It was also a very memorable
moment for me that I could attend the
meeting in which Late Rohini Kanta Barua
took the decision of donating the existing
chang bunglaw, along with the land to the
authorities of Dibrugarh Law College,
which was thereafter renamed as Dr. R. K.
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B. Law College. And I, along with my friend
Advocate Mehboob Ahmed, was in the first
batch to obtain an LLB degree from Dr.
Rohini Kanta Barua Law College.

It was also a memorable moment for
me that the present building of Dr. Rohini
Kanta Law College was constructed when
we were students there. But we completed
our law study at the old wooden building i:e.
the ‘chang ghar’. Our beloved then Principal
Sir always dedicated his time for the
welfare of the college along with the
students of his college and established it as
a renowned college under Dibrugarh

University.

After joining the court as a lawyer
our respected Principal called me to join his
college as a faculty. But due to some
unavoidable circumstances I could not keep
his request. However, my senior late Bashir
Ahmed and I approached Sri Sudeb
Chandra Goswami, a learned advocate of
our Bar and finally he accepted our request
and since then he is devoting his valuable
time to teaching along with regular practice

as an advocate.

I am very much happy that our
college is celebrating its Golden Jubilee this
year (2025-2026.) Finally I convey my
heartfelt gratitude and thanks to the entire
people connected with the celebration.

skkokokkkok
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My Experience at Dr. R.K. B. Law College

Mt. Siddhant Jaiswal
Alummnus (2022-2025)

My journey at Dr. R.K.B. Law
College has been one of the most enriching
and memorable chapters of my life. The
three years I spent here were not merely

learning, but about
and the

about academic

personal growth, leadership,

creation of lifelong memories.

Under the dynamic guidance of our
respected Principal, Dr. Gautomi Dutta
Borah ma'am, I discovered what true
education means — not just the pursuit of
knowledge, but the cultivation of character,
discipline, and purpose. Her constant
encouragement and wisdom shaped our
vision and inspired us to strive for
excellence both inside and outside the

classroom.

I was fortunate to learn from an

exceptional group of teachers whose
dedication made a lasting impression on
me. Each of them taught with passion,

patience, and precision, guiding us through

the complexities of law and life alike. Their
mentorship helped me not only to become a
better student but also a more responsible

individual.

My tenure as the General Secretary
and later as the President of the Students’
Union was an unforgettable experience.
Leading the college, organizing events,
addressing challenges, and representing my
peers taught me the true essence of
teamwork, responsibility, and leadership.
These experiences moulded my confidence
and broadened my perspective on life and

society.

As I look back, I feel immense
gratitude for every moment spent within
the walls of this esteemed institution. Dr.
R.K.B. Law College was not just my college
— 1t was a home of learning, friendship, and
inspiration that will forever remain close to

my heart.

Once a part of R.K.B., always a part of its spirit of excellence.

Kekekdhdedek
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Echoes of Knowledge: My Journey Through
Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College

Md. Sanowarul Islam
Student of 1.1.B. 6" Semester

My journey at Dr. R.K.B. Law
College has been one of the most
meaningful and memorable chapters of my
life. From the very first day I stepped into
the campus, I felt a strong sense of
belonging that continues to deepen with
every passing semester. This institution is
not just a place of legal education; it is a
vibrant space of growth, inspiration, and
self-discovery.

Serving as the General Secretary of
the College Union has been a truly
rewarding experience. It has taught me
leadership, communication, and
organizational skills that go beyond the
classroom. Having attended moot court
competitions, legal awareness programs,
legal aid camps, and seminars, I have
gained valuable practical exposure to the
real spirit of law. Coordinating major
college events like the Annual College

Week, and Golden Jubilee Celebrations has

also allowed me to witness the unity and
enthusiasm of our student community.

Our respected teachers play an
extraordinary role in shaping our journey.
Their dedication, patience, and constant
encouragement not only help us grasp
complex legal concepts but also inspire us to
become responsible citizens and ethical
professionals. Their guidance lights our
path, turning every challenge into an
opportunity to learn and grow.

Some of my fondest memories are
made in the classroom corridors and open
spaces, where simple conversations often
turn into endless laughter. Whether it is
discussing topics under the fading sun just
before the exams, or eagerly asking the first
student returning from viva voce about the
questions, every moment is special. Dr.
R.K.B. Law College truly feels like a second
home, shaping not only my academic
journey but also my personality, inspiring

my present, and guiding my future.
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Feelings of Gratitude

Current Student
LL.B. 4 Semester

I have taken admission in Dr. R.K.B
Law College after my retirement from
service. Actually I have a dream to study
Law. For that purpose I have approached
my employer for a No Objection Certificate.
As T came to know that I do not receive NOC
then I have to drop the idea of doing LL.B
during my service period. Before that, in the
year 2004-2005, I was approached to study
Law. But at that time to study Law, the
maximum age limit was 30 yrs. which I had
crossed in the year 1995.

Finally I became the student of 1st
Semester LL.B in the year 2024

While attending Law College at the
age of 60 years, it presents unique
challenges. It also offers significant
advantages derived from a lifetime of

experience, greater maturity etc.

A law degree for a mature student
can be a tool for career enhancement, a way

to serve the community better.

Due to the generation gap, initially I
felt like an outsider among much younger

classmates. But my young classmates

interacted with me and freely mingled with
me with the passage of time. All this was
possible due to our Respected Vice
Principal Mr. R.K. Agarwalla Sir, who
introduced me to my classmates so nicely
that all my classmates addressed me as 'Sir'
and became my friends, So I am grateful to
respected Agarwal Sir and fellow class
mates for honouring me. Now I feel that age
1s not a bar to sharing a seat with young
classmates in the 25 yrs age group, if you
really want to learn new things. Only our
mind should be free from hesitation and

personal ego.

Almost all the faculty members are
younger than me. All the time I have
received special care from the faculty
members as well as from the college
administration. They are dedicated,

interactive and helpful to me.

The main driving force to study Law
at this age 1s my wife Mrs Daisy. Y. Lankar.
She always encourages me to continue my
study whenever 1 tell her about my

willingness to discontinue my study.
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The second source of encouragement
1s the respected faculty members at Dr.
R.K.B Law College. Whenever I ask them
whether my age is suitable to study Law.
They always inspire me to continue my
study and not to think about my age. I am
grateful to all them and the principal of the
college for their constant support regarding
academic standard, discipline,
administration etc. I would like to say that

Dr. R.K.B Law College is one of the best

Law Colleges in upper Assam as well as in
N.E. India.

Due to their dedicated service in the
field of legal education, the college is able to
earn a special brand, which attracts
students from different fields and different
parts of N.E. India.

I am lucky that I am able to celebrate
the Golden Jubilee year of Dr. R.K.B Law
College as a student at the age of 60.

“Long Live Dr. R.K.B Law College, Dibrugarh.”

dkkkkkk
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Journey of a Passionate Educator

Teaching has always been a passion for me. During my school days, I had already decided that I
wanted to become a teacher. During my H.S.L.C examination there was an essay, asking about one's 'Aim
in Life' and I attempted that particular topic of becoming a future teacher. I studied in an Assamese medium
school and was a bright student from our village. Once, I scored the highest marks in Assamese subject that
boosted my confidence, and I felt that teaching would really make me happy internally.

After my school days, my journey became complicated due to unavoidable circumstances, which
led me lose, one year of my academic journey. Later on, I moved to Tinsukia for Graduation and then
returned to Dibrugarh to pursue my Masters and LL.B degree. I then came out as a University topper along
with Mr. Sanjay Kejriwal. Our victory was also captured in 'Dainik Janambhumi' newspaper of that time.

Life was not easy for me financially. I belonged to a middle-class family and my father was a farmer.
Along with my studies, I used to take tuition classes and accounting work for survival. After that my
struggle began as a teacher. I appeared for many interviews but couldn't succeed initially. I eventually had
to work as a tax consultant. Unexpectedly, one day N.C. Gohain Sir (Principal) and Mr. Basir Ahmed Sir
(Vice-Principal) came to me and invited to join our institution. I agreed to teach in the evening, since my
working hours were from early morning. I stared with Company Law classes for at least two years.

Nearly, eight years have passed since I re-joined this institution in 1999 and became the Vice-
Principal in 2024. From my joining date till today, I have worked sincerely, giving my full energy into
teaching that has derived from my dedication.

First major challenge that I noticed was “language barrier” to communicate properly, among the
students, especially the ones belonging to Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland. Therefore, my approach has
always been teaching in a comfortable language, so that whatever I wish to deliver, must reach to every
student in the classroom. Secondly, another major challenge is disparity of age and different academic
backgrounds, especially the students who join Law after becoming doctors, engineers and Chartered
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Accountants. As teachers, I must also teach the weak students properly and comfortably while satisfying
highly qualified learners and balancing it as an important responsibility. Teachers should consider the
students as their own children, because their success ultimately brings happiness to all the teachers, even
after they leave the institution.

This Institution is very close to my heart and I love my college eternally. It is my second home and
I'm fortune enough to teach my students. Even after retirement I am wishing to stay connected with this
college that holds so much of my extravagant memories. I even consider our Principal ma’am as a
“DYNAMIC PRINCIPAL” and under the leadership of our Principal ma’am, I am thrilled to work as a
“Vice- Principal” in Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College.

Mpr. Rajkumar Agarwalla
Vice-Principal

“Teaching as a Responsibility, Not just a Profession”

I still recall when I was initially appointed as a visiting faculty by Late N. C. Gohain and later on, I
was entrusted with the responsibility of serving as the Vice-Principal of the institution. Reflecting on my
students, I share with pride that many of those whom I have guided, with the collective support of other
teachers, have reached the pinnacles of success and received recognition at the national level. These
achievements reflect perseverance, discipline, and sincerity on the part of both students and teachers.

When I look back to my early years of teaching, I still remember financial challenges that I faced.
The remuneration at the time was modest and insufficient to comfortably support a household, and my
family’s financial condition was not particularly strong. Nevertheless, money for me was never the concern.
The love, respect, and appreciation of my students mattered far more than financial gain.

I strongly believe that if a student fails to understand a concept, the responsibility lies on the teacher.
It signifies a failure in explanation rather than a lack of ability on the part of the student. I often ask my
students whether they have understood the lesson, and if the response is negative, I assume that I need to
improve my method of explanation. This approach, I believe, has helped me continuously refine my
teaching practice.

Sri Sudeb Chandra Goswami

A Lifetime of Dedication to Teaching

I do not remember the exact year I joined the college, but it was in its early stages, the infancy stage.
At that time, Ramdeo met me on the road and told me he would not be able to continue, and he suggested
that I meet the principal. The principal invited me to join, and as I was young and free then, I agreed.

For the last 28-29 years, I have served here as a teacher and later as a senior teacher. I have seen
the ups and downs of the college and witnessed its growth from a struggling institution to its present
position. In the early days, we worked tirelessly. I would come to the college at 6:00 in the morning, and
sometimes Goswami and I took classes until 9:00 at night under candlelight. When the course changed and
reports were introduced, we sat together and worked through the uncertainty.l have always shared a close
bond with my students and remained available to them at all times. Even today, many of them call me when
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they secure jobs or face difficulties. Teaching is in my blood. I come from a family of teachers—my mother
was a professor and principal, my father, a law teacher, and my aunts were also professors. I am committed
to teaching of law and spent my best years in this college, choosing dedication to teaching over other
opportunities. The respect and affection of my students remain my greatest reward. Though I sometimes
feel saddened by the lack of discipline today, I carry with me countless memories and continue to hope that
the college prospers.

Sri Satyabrata Sarma
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“From Classroom Bench to Faculty Desk”

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College is not just a professional journey but a matter of immense
pride and emotional feeling for me. As a student, the college shaped my legal foundation and nurtured my
love for law. The classrooms were not merely spaces for lectures; they were arenas of learning, thinking,
and dreams taking shape. The guidance of respected teachers, the friendships, and the shared anxiety before
examinations remain some of my most cherished memories.

Returning to the same institution as a faculty member in 2012 has been a deeply humbling
experience. Standing at the podium where I once witnessed my respected teachers imparting knowledge,
fills me with gratitude and responsibility. Each lecture I deliver carries a silent tribute to the teachers who
inspired me.

The journey from the classroom bench to the faculty desk is a beautiful circle of learning, growth,
and belonging.

Dr. Manomita Paul
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My College My Pride

Having studied in Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College and later serving here as a teacher for the
past 13 years has been one of the greatest blessings of my life. As a student, I received knowledge, guidance,
and values that shaped my future. Today, as a teacher in the same institution, I feel proud to contribute to
its legacy. These thirteen years have been filled with learning, growth, challenges, and countless memorable
moments with students and colleagues.

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College is not just my workplace, it is a part of my identity and my
second home. It is the place where my dreams first took shape and where I learned the true meaning of
dedication and perseverance. The corridors hold my memories as a student and the classrooms now witness
my journey as a teacher.

This institution has given me more than a profession. It has given me purpose, belonging, and pride.
Every corner of this campus reminds me of how far I have come and how deeply rooted I am to this place.
Serving here feels like giving back to the very foundation that shaped my life.

Standing on the same campus where I once nurtured my dreams, I now aim to inspire others to
achieve theirs. As a teacher, I put my efforts to pass on not just knowledge, but values, confidence, and
inspiration and my greatest wish is to see each and every student grow with confidence and able to face
every challenge fearlessly. The key to this, is only hard work, discipline and learning. Always trust yourself,
stay positive, and keep moving forward. Your future is bright, and I am proud to be a small part of your
journey.

I remain deeply grateful to Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College for giving me both an identity and
an opportunity to serve.

Dr. Shilpi Gupta

T ST

7R 7R/ (W @22 R &fS o0 weiase] «F #rFfial e @amia 319 2igs 1ed
I 7 | T° @IRAFT I Wiz e e Toi s fTeare wad Frrpieer fTeas
SN | QIRIF FNNL JEF T° QRN FIS I (T SRV 961 AT @F CTLF (N I Boieer
{17 T2 AFOCF NAFITS | @34 TR s Tawe SwiF i efenialy Taewi=R @l @T9F
3T 2ig AT i Frrl emiw 3917 Bfe [fen =il Fihble ges @17l 2 | Frrs 2ia =@
TS 3 7 B FAGIKAFR No® FaACvol 21T “frafres TRmiemms #rFg SFe IoRTe
TRRTE IR T | GTIT FHG AL TGN #1194 TR T19© Sis SAGTTeCR HrFel Aeietid
T *feiet FR fetr 2 2@ 2 Faiiersel, 72 i F6IRgw T=Riforsid Fsiaie
TACHIF BH (N 1C1T® ©° (Jif2) F1@ I Wi T2RApleRF 92 ereial SRyITs 1F1 SIS 7 53]
SS9 o= FREE! |

o fQrerel (gl

166 Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College Golden Jubilee Organising Committee



My Journey at Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College

My journey as an Assistant Professor of Management for the BBA, LLB program at Dr. Rohini
Kanta Barua Law College began in August 2023. The environment here has been truly inspiring, providing
an enriching foundation for my academic career. Every member of our institution—from the administration
and staff to our dedicated students—has played a vital role in my professional development, motivating me
to perform to the best of my abilities. I feel incredibly honoured to be part of the 50 glorious years of journey
of this prestigious institution in Assam. This milestone inspires me deeply, and I am fully committed to
contributing to the college's continued growth and success throughout my tenure.
Dr. Deepankar Bhattacharjee

“Finding Family at Workplace”

Escaping from a storm, I arrived at a place calm and composed in spirit. Surrounded by greenery
and the quiet presence of the steady Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College, it felt like healing to the soul.
Here, teachers became gentle anchors, constant guides, and best companions. Their beautiful smiles created
an atmosphere of warmth and comfort. As I complete one year, I realize how much I have grown in their
guidance, especially watching them gracefully balance their professional commitments and personal lives.
Learning feels natural, coordination effortless, and the journey continues to feel inspiring every single
passing day.

Ms. Preetisha Choadhoury
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“A Heartfelt Note of Gratitude”

I feel honoured to jot down few words about my experience in Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College.
It was not an easy to comeback after a break of 2 years as a teacher again but the R.K.B family gave such
a warm welcome that from the very first day felt like I was longed belong to this family.

I really appreciate the coordination and cooperation from each and every faculty members and with
due course of time I have learned many things in this college.

Speaking of the students, it was not so easy going at first because of my subject Financial
Management. It was a roller coaster because of non-commerce background of many students. But with both
side effort they really shined well.

So now I feel like next to my child all the students of BBA LL.B seems to be my children, no offence
please.

I also appreciate our principal madam’s hardwork, her continuous effort for the development of the
college as well as for the students. She is a role model for me to work harder in future.

Ms. Dipti Koch

“Shaping Minds, Building Futures”

My journey as an Assistant Professor of Law in Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College started in
August, 2025. The work environment here is very friendly and truly inspiring. Each and every member of
this educational institution, including the teaching and non- teaching staff are very co-operative and helpful.
The students are sincere, enthusiastic, passionate and proactive in their learning.

My teaching experience in this college has been truly enriching and enlightening and I feel myself
to be truly honoured to be a part of this renowned institution.

Teachers are considered builders of nation because they shape the minds and character of future
generation. Through their guidance, students gain knowledge and develop values like respect, responsibility
and empathy.

Thus, a teacher plays a pivotal role in the society. I, being a faculty member of this renowned
institution shall take the endeavour to teach the students with dedication and sincerity. Overall my
experience as a teacher in this college is great and truly inspiring.

Ms. Sneha Das

“Transforming Classrooms into Courtrooms of Thought”

My inspiration to join the teaching profession arose from my own experience as a law student, where
I realized that effective educators do far more than explain statutes — they shape students’ understanding
of justice. That realization motivated me to pursue teaching law, with the aim of guiding students not only
academically but intellectually and ethically.

Since joining Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College in August 2025, my journey has been enriching
and transformative. The institution provides a supportive and collaborative environment that promotes
interactive learning and meaningful academic engagement. Teaching here has evolved beyond delivering
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legal subjects; it has become a process of mentoring students from diverse backgrounds, fostering critical
thinking, confidence, and professional integrity.

I view my role as a teacher as one that extends beyond classroom instruction. My responsibility is
to nurture knowledge, cultivate ethical values, and prepare students for their future careers. Through
mentorship, practical exposure, and continuous academic engagement, I strive to help students develop
legal competence while becoming socially responsible professionals who contribute meaningfully to
society.

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College significantly supports professional growth by encouraging
continuous learning and innovative teaching practices. Academic discussions, seminars, moot courts, and
active student participation strengthen practical legal education. Such initiatives not only enhance students’
exposure but also allow educators to refine their skills and stay aligned with current legal developments.

One of the major challenges in legal education is keeping pace with rapidly evolving laws, judicial
precedents, and technological advancements in the legal field. Additionally, addressing the diverse learning
needs of students requires constant adaptation in teaching methodologies. To remain updated, I engage in
continuous reading of recent case laws and legal journals, participate in seminars and workshops, and
integrate contemporary developments into my teaching.

My vision for the future of legal education at Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College is to blend
academic excellence with practical skills, research orientation, ethical grounding, and technological
awareness. I aspire to contribute to shaping competent, socially conscious lawyers who are prepared to
meet emerging legal challenges with integrity and responsibility. To students, my message is simple: remain
curious, uphold ethical values, and view law not merely as a profession but as a commitment to justice and
social transformation.

Overall, my experience at Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College has been deeply enriching and
transformative, fostering my growth as an educator through meaningful student engagement, collaborative
learning, and a shared commitment to quality legal education.

Sri Shubham Dutta

“Six Months of Growth and Gratitude”

It has been a wonderful experience working here for almost half a year. Joining this college gave
me a sense of belonging and felt like a second home. The working environment is conducive and students
here are quite interactive, making the environment truly enriching.

Ms. Barkha Agarwalla

“From Engineer to Educator: A New Chapter at My Alma Mater”

My association with this esteemed college as a faculty member is still at a nascent stage. I joined in
2023 as a Guest Faculty, marking the beginning of a new and meaningful chapter in my professional
journey.
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Prior to entering academia, I worked as an Engineer across various industries for more than fifteen
years. Although I did not have prior teaching experience, my industry exposure enriched me with practical
insights and professional discipline, which I now strive to bring into the classroom.

This institution has provided me with a valuable platform to refine and develop my skills as an
educator. I am deeply grateful for this opportunity and confident that our association will continue to grow
stronger in the years ahead.

Adding to this sense of pride is the fact that I am also an alumnus of this prestigious institution
making my journey here both professional and deeply personal.

Sri Srimanta Bordoloi

“My Experience at Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College”

At the outset, [ would like to acknowledge my mother, who retired as a teacher as well as my wife,
who is currently in the teaching profession, to be my inspiration for pursuing teaching as a profession.
However, being a practising lawyer, I never wanted to become a full-time teacher, but having pursued
LL.M., I always wanted to share my knowledge of law with the people in the legal fraternity including
students as well as the common people, because the more knowledge you share, the more you learn. This
could not have been possible without the opportunity which I got through Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law
College.

To talk about my role as a teacher, I see my role as a person who would combine the theoretical
knowledge with practical understanding. Being a practising lawyer has also helped me share real life
experiences with the students while trying to explain the core concepts of the subjects involved, and I hope
that my approach to teaching would help the students understand the law as well as develop the skills
essential for the legal profession.

As a faculty member of the institution, I have been given the full freedom to deal with my assigned
subjects in the way I would want to, which I think is commendable. Moreover, all the teaching as well as
non-teaching staff of the institution are extremely hard working, and the belief shown upon them has a lot
to do with the overall result, in which, I firmly believe our esteemed institution has flourished over the last
50 years.

Coming towards the challenges in the field, the major challenge I face as a law educator is the ever-
changing nature of the laws. In recent years, most of our procedural laws as well as the commonly referred
substantive laws have changed. To keep oneself updated, one needs to follow the Supreme Court
judgements, the interpretation of the laws by the Apex Court and the guidelines outlined therein.

My vision of Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College is that, it is under a great leadership and has
done fairly well in the past and would do even better in the coming future.

My message to the students would be, “Be inquisitive; that is the only way you can succeed in the
legal profession, because after doctors, lawyers are the individuals most sought after in times of adversity”.

Sri Sanjeeban Aagamacharyya
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List of Teachers /Staff Members Who Have Contributed
to the Growth of the College During Last 50 Years

List of Teachers

Sri Hem Nath Gohain
Sri Niruddha Ch Gohain

Sri Khandra Narayan Choudhary

Sri M. R Rahman

Sri Niresh Ch. Bagchi

Sri Indreswar Sarma

Sri Mahendra Nath Gogoi
Sri Keshab Ch. Gogoi

Sri Madhab Dutta

Sri R. D. Choubey

Sri Anil Kr. Kundu

Srid .Baruah

Sri Jogendra Nath Borah
Sri Maniram Agarwalla
SriT. K. Bhuyan

Sri Pramod Kr. Das

Sri B.LL Sharma

Sri K.S Shahi

Sri Sabinus Ignatius Ekka
Sri Basir Ahmed

Sri Tarun Ch. Dutta

Sri Biman Baruah

Sri Priti Bhusan Chakraborty
Mrs. Hironoyee Goswami
Sri Bhuban Ch. Goswami
Sri B.N Buragohain

Sri Sudeb Ch. Goswami
Sri Satya Brata Sarma
Sri Lakhi Narayan Barthakur
Sri Raj Kumar Agarwalla
Sri Ajit Borah

Sri Debasis Ray

Sri P .C. Medhi

Miss Manika Devi

Sri B.N Sharma Bordoloi
Dr. Nazrana Ahmed

Sir. Ivy Chattarjee

Sri Ajit Borgohain

Sri Sarifur Rahman

Dr Gautomi Dutta Borah
Ms. Asmita Kalita

Sri Bedanta Kr. Dutta
Dr. Jehirul Islam

Sri Pallab Bordoloi

Sri Monmi Rekha Borah
Dr. Daizy Changmai

Dr Dhajen Sonowal

Dr. Jyoshna Saloi

Dr. Prasenjit Borkakati
Ms. Deepsikha Gogoi

Dr Jayanta Baruah

Sir. Manalisa Medhi

Dr. Monomita Paul

Dr. Shilpi Gupta

Dr. Bijeta Chetry

Dr. Deepankar Bhattacharjee
Miss Preetisha Choudhary
Sir Rimpu Gogoi

Ms Ritimoni Sharma

Dr Mahesh Jain

Sir Srimanta Bordoloi
Ms Dipti Koch

Ms Amirit Kaur

Ms Kankana Bordoloi
Sir Subham Dutta

Ms Sneha Das

Ms Barkha Agarwal

Sri Sanjeeban Agamacharyya
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Non-Teaching Staff

Mrs Sapoonsana Das

Mrs Sangita Saikia

Mrs Ashamoni Buragohain
Ms Leena Das

Sri Rajib Debnath

Sri Ranjit Chakraborty

Sri Putul Patowari

Mrs. Bitashree Gogoi

Sri Debojit Boruah

Sri Pradeep Basak

Sri Ramdeo Rai

Sri Suraj Kr Gogoi

Sri N. Phukan

Sri Manas Jyoti Chetia
Mrs Rita Dhar

Sri Manikanta Hatimuria
Mrs Jyotshna Phukan Dutta
Sri Pinki Basfor

Sri Aksh Basfor

We sincerely apologize for any unintentional omission of information in this list.
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. Nasreen Ahmed

Student Achievers

(1** Class Rank Holders)

Karuna Devi

Abnish Pratap Kanoi

Rank
Rank

Rupam Saikia
Marry Bose

Ajay Kumar Singh

Shivanand Mishra

Bhaskar Jyoti Kakati
Manami Baruah

Megha Kumari Gupta Rank:
Rank:

Sneha Beriwal
Rank
Rank

Sandeep Dey
Ankit Kr Agarwal

Debaborninee Devi

Priyanshi Sharma

Rank

Ankit Modi Rank

Sewali Konwar

Priyanshi Sonowal

Anjali Jain

Bornali Deb
Swati Todi

Pas Promod Raja
Sarin Begum

Porinita Moran

Rank:
Briton Baktab Konwar Rank:
Rimjhim Buragohain Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:

Rank:
Rank:
. Nazmin Sultana Ahmed

Rank:
Rank:
Rank:

Rank:
Nandita Changkakati Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:

. 3
- 16™

2nd
3 rd
4th
Sth
6th
9th

3rd
1ot
160
: 19t

1 st
6th

: 12th
16%

8th
6th
12th

3 rd
5th
8th
8th
9th
10"
14"

8.

10.
11.

0 0Nk =g

_—
— O

—_ = =
AW N

ek v =

—_—
=)

Abhishek Dey
Sudeshna Poul
Durgash Kumar
Angchumi Rajkhowa

Lubnaa Shah

Sonal Agarwal
Sagarika Dey
Diksha Sharma
Ruchika Agarwal
Khushi Mundra
Barkha Rani Patra
Rashmi Jain
Aaushi Jain
Alisha Jain

. Neha Agarwal

. Kumud Sharma
. Kavita Beriwal
. Seema Khatun

. Neha Agarwalla

Jayesha Dey

Minu Begum
Harshika Dhanuka
Pasthana Gogoi
Ritu Agarwala
Sudipta Purkayastha
Sunita Seal

Nilam Sonowal
Arnima Rajak

. Subanty Suren

Aliz Bhomik
Jahnabi Dey
Pritee Paul

Rank 16™

Rank:
Rank:
Rank:

Rank:

Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:

Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:

Rank:
Rank:
Rank:

20th
2 1 st
24"

loth

lst

8th

12th
21
23
32nd
34
35th
45"
51
66th

2nd
4th
8th

Gagan Kumar Agarwala Rank: 9"
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l.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9

Samim Sultana
Priya Senapati
Anchal Patel
Rajam Dutta

. Dip Singh

. Deepjyoti Gogoi

. Priya Bhomik

. Nirmali Basumatari
. Jharna Senapati

. Amrita Priyam

Akash Prasad
Bobita Boruah
Chandan Kr. Singha
Indrajet Deb

Kabita Das
Koushik Saikia
Monali Borah
Parthana Rajkumari

10. Soma Seal
11. Unmona Dutta

Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Fahmida Salman Khan Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:

Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Jehingir Iftikhn Ahmed Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:
Rank:

W e N kv D=

—_
o

Angshuman Pareek
Bijay Prakash Kujur
Trishna Borah

Amisha Dey

Anisha Malla
Bandana Hazarika
Bijoya Rakshit
Jasmin Ahmed
Kalyani Baruah
Prasenjit Nath
Rajashekh Rajkhowa

Smriti Gogoi

. Bikram Sharma

Swaroop Das
Siddhant Jaiswal
Ankita Mishra
Manisha Thapa
Tilu Das

Amrit Kr. Mishra
Pronita Gogoi
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Donors’ List

Donors of T 1,00,000.00- Z 30,000.00
Sri Rituparna Barua 1,00,000.00
Sri Siddhartha Chaliha 1,00,000.00

Donors of Z 30,000.00- Z 25,000.00
Sri Keshab Das

Sri Jethmal Bang
CA JP Kanoi

Donors of ¥ 25,000.00- Z 2,500.00
Sri SamlungMessang 20,000.00 21 Prince Sonowal 5,000.00

—

Dr.Prakash Barooah 15,000.00 22 Dr. L.R.Saikia 5,000.00

Dr Gautomi Dutta Borah 10,000.00 23 Nilakhi Barman 5,000.00
Sarawgi Cloth Store 10,000.00 24 Atmaram Agarwal 5,000.00
Dr. Rituporna Boruah 10,000.00 25 Sri D P Bagrodia 5,000.00
Gemar Padu 6,000.00 26 Bishal Phukan 5,000.00

Sri R. K. Agarwalla 5,600.00 27 Dr. Mahesh Kr. Jain 5000.00
Holiram Phukan 5,500.00 28 Dhwajen Sonowal 4,500.00

Sri S.B Sharma 5,000.00 29 Dr. Bijeta Chetry 2,500.00
Neljen A 5,000.00 30 Dr. Shilpi Gupta 2,500.00

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

—_
o

—
—

Pranabjyoti Lahkar 5,000.00 31 Dr. Deepankar Bhattacharjee 2500.00

Rina Rani Bora 5,000.00 32 Dr. Manomita Paul 2500.00

Dr. Romesh
Dr. Jayanta Baruah 5,000.00 33 Ch.Borpatragohin 2500.00

Dr.Rajee Konwar 5,000.00 34 Ms. Manalisa Medhi 2500.00
Sri Sudeb Ch. Goswami 5,000.00 35 Ms Preetisha Choudhury 2500.00
Sri Syamal Seal 5,000.00 36 Ms. Sangita Saikia 2500.00
Md. Sabri Sultan 5,000.00 37 Sri. Santanu Borthakur 2500.00
Pritam Jyoti Gogoi 5,000.00 38 Dr. Karabi D. hazarika 2000.00
Srimanta Bordoloi 5,000.00 39 Dr. K. K. Deka 2000.00
Shyam Dutta 5000.00 40 Dr Pankaj Kr Srutikar 2000.00

—_
[\
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Donors below ¥ 2,500.00

Dibakar Borah

2000.00

49

Rashmi Saha

Sanjeeban Agamacharjya

2000.00

50

Johnson Gogoi

Ritimoni Sharma

1500.00

51

Tilu Das

Nirmali Basumatari

1500.00

52

Adil Imam

Ms. Barkha Agarwal

1100.00

53

Borokha Gogoi

Sanjay Kr Sharma

1000.00

54

Tinyashree Saikia

Girish Konger

1000.00

55

Udishna Moran

P.A Sahu

1000.00

56

Torali Borgohain

OO |NO LN IWIN |-

Dr.Prasenjit Borkakoti

1000.00

57

Ritishna Chetry

Dipti Koch

1000.00

58

Swaroop Das

Amrit Kaur

1000.00

59

Thunu Sonowal

Sri Prakash Gogoi

1000.00

60

Silchi Shreya Kashyap

Leena Das

1000.00

61

Siddhant Jaiswal

Dr.UttaraDowerah

1000.00

62

Amborish Sandilya

Gargita Barua

1000.00

63

Pujashree Gogoi

WrittickBoponas

1000.00

64

Manisha Thapa

Sanjukta Bora

1000.00

65

Chiranjeeta Barua

Sri Prashanta Dauarah

1000.00

66

Rama Sansowa

Buli Dowarh

1000.00

67

BahindThalai

Sanjeeb Bordoloi

1000.00

68

Shahin Parveen Ahmed

Bolin Bordoloi

1000.00

69

Farhana Hasan

Dr Bipindra Nath Kakoty

1000.00

70

Papori Tanti

Debojit Baruah

1000.00

71

DulumoniRajkonwar

Ramdev Rai

1000.00

72

Nikhil Hazarika

Shubham Dutta

1000.00

73

Raghav Gupta

R. Chakraborty

1000.00

74

Purabjyoti Gogoi

M.K Hatimuria

1000.00

75

Jumita Bhujel

Pradip Basak

1000.00

76

ChasiatLowang

Dr. Prodip Kr. Dev Goswami

1000.00

77

Anand Choubey

Dr. Praneet Choudhury

1000.00

78

Astomi Bora

Dr. Kamalendu Saikia

1000.00

79

Ananya Rashmi Bora

HangphoaSumnyan

1000.00

80

Richa Saikia

Smita Saha

500.00

81

M.D. Aman

Mridusmita Kotoky

500.00

82

Raj Nayan Changma

Smita Ghosh

500.00

83

Neha Kumari Koiri

Hiramoni Boruah

500.00

84

Mike Gupta

Rukshana Khatoon

500.00

85

Priyanka Deb

Keenem

500.00

86

Robi Sinha

Chandrika Dowerah

500.00

87

Jyotishna Borgohain

Sanskriti Munka

500.00

88

Shombrit Shekhar Baneerjee

Urbashi Gogoi

500.00

&9

Sourov Bhattacharjee

Hobibur Rohman

500.00

90

Karishmita Gogoi

Dr. Bharati Dutta

500.00

91

Aleen Konika Gogoi

Riya Agarwalla

500.00

92

Meghali Kol

Pahi Konwar

500.00

93

Danisha Begum

Mafuza Alam Biswas

500.00

94

Buddha Bikash Buragohain

Amrit Kr Mishra

500.00

95

Disha Agarwalla

Ankita Mishra

500.00

96

Tulsi Kumari Sah
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Konkona Neog

Rinki Sharma

Kinnari Das

Tanishka Dutta

Abhishek Bhattacharjee

Sushmita Rai

Puja Dutta

Rishav Mazunder

Ayushi Dey

Riya Boruah

Riya Kumari

Rony Minz

Khushi Agarwalla

SewanandKullu

Neha Munda

Pragati Borah

Arfina Begum

Dhiraj Goswami

Rahul Todi

Sanjukta Saikia

Dipsai Chetia Pator

Shalini Phukan

Rifa Ibnat

Anuradha Gogoi

Chandan Bonia

Ayesha Khatoon

Dinesh Prasad

Mahima Sahu

Nishita Chutia

Abhishruti Das

Padma Prasad Sharma

Pankaj Garodia

Hunmoni Mech

Nikita Gogoi

Sonali Kustha

Welsh Swargiari

Jinu Changmai

Wahida Farhin Hazarika

Rishabraj Verma

Tushar Kanti Deb

Chayanika Handique

Bikash Mudi

Imtiaz Ali

Debojyoti Roy

Mohe Samim

Dhrub Bhattacharjee

Afrin Hussain

Durgeswar Bhuyan

Esako Mega

Ankita Poddar

Biprodeep Das

Puja Kumari Sharma

Sourav Kumar

Ronamso Tumbling

Atlanta Pradhan

Rishi Seal

Jaba Borgohain

Himashree Priya Gogoi

Kaushik Borchetia.

Lalita Kumari Sahu

Lubna Maruf Islam

Pranoy Roy

Nimikha Phukan

Meghal Pasari

Subarna Deori

Ditiparna Konwar

Salman Khan

Anamika Bhattacharjee

Pratima Gowala

Niharika Sonowal

Hinwanglowong

Eeshika Jaichand

Dicha Aran

Vani Sharma

Snigdha Roy

Sanowarul Islam

Nidhi Jain

ArrhiDehingia

Nityashree Baruah

Thibili Yobin

Atish Lama

Ashok Ram

Charanjit Kaur

Ritamoni Chetia

Dimpi Buragohain

Garima Jain

ManakhilLahon

Kritika Jogani

Riyashree Das

Litingla

Kusum Kumari Sharma

Pionka Lanti

Pubali Moran

Kunhi Gogoi

Rimpee Gogoi

Puja Verma

PolihWangsu

Anju Sah
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Tulika Bora

Rani Khound

Sanjana Singh

Manjinder Singh

Pulak Jyoti Sensua

Ravinder Jeet Singh

Nazia Sultana

Khushi Robi Das

Tisha Baruah

SimpilLahon

Musfika Sayeed

Uday Bawari

DiptyGanju

Kandan

Nazrana Ahmed

Hari Shankar Sah

Nidhi Singh

Sanjana Prajapati

Swapna Das

Namita Mech

Newton Taye

Nisha Sharma Lohar

Juli Dutta

Esha Begum

Sourav Dutta

Naina Sahu

Masuma Khatoon

Alakananda Goswami

Nirupam Sonowal

Joy Pratim Bhajani

Bedanta Das

Nitish Kr Sharma

Medhurima Boruah

Gunja Mali

Tuhina Devi

Riya Robi Das

Kunal Haritwal

Kangkana Kashyapi Cheti

Priya Verma

Shiv Kr Tamang

Anima Orang

Uday Bharadwaj

Tejashree Khanikar

Nargish Khan

Priyakhi Borah

Anurag Bhattachorjee

Hinna Yesmin

Mondeep Gogoi

Kabita Phukan

Purvi Malani

Dimpee Dutta

Arun Bhumij

Julie Bordoloi

Prasenjit Nath

Trishna Saikia

Smriti Gogoi

Sunaina Khan

Akash Kr Rajak

Juri Topno

Didriksha Bhagawati

Gautam Sharma

Amisha Dey

Yesmin Saikia

Jasmin Ahmed

Abamgo Melo

Bijoya Rakshit

Lipika Singh

Pronita Gogoi

Lakhyajit Phukan

Bondana Hazarika

Abhilash Konwar

Suramoni Gogoi

Mala Kumari

Mahua Chaudhury

Sukanya Pathari

Rexima Yasmin

Mayuri Dey

Shikha Yadav

Anwesha Bora

Rajashree Khanikar

Bondipa Bhuyan

Pranita Baruah

Tanisha Sonar

Vikrm Sharma

Soni Das

N Algar Raja

Principiya Borah

Bishal Baruh

Pinak Chakraborty

Rupa Devi Chakma

Mondeep Choudhury

RajashirkhRajkhowar

Joakman Panglaham

Akhadeep Borgohain

NyokthienLowang

Dipakshi Das

Akash Sharma

Sima Rajkhowa
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Shibani Singh

Mon Mayuri Hazarika

Satyakam Sarma

Lucky Boruah

Trishna Sonowal

Shibane Urang

Sudipta Dutta

Amit Sinha

Anisha Malla

DipiMudoi

Kalayani Baruah

BendangKokla

Arman Ansari

Subhomi Sharma

Sneha Paul

Jitumoni Payeng

Sushmita Biswas

Beni Cheti

Karishma Das

Bonita Lakra

Bikash Bhattarai

Ankita Kumari

Binita Verma

Twinkle Kerketta

Vikash Pandey

Rokaiya Khatun

Dolly Prabha Kalita

Mahak Agarwala

Jit Paul

Sunali Saikia

Arunima Dutta

Juri Moran

Ruchika Kayal Agarwal

Muskan Sah

Swagata Kundil

Jubi Gohain Phukan

Payal Jain

Suprita Singh

Swapna Saikia Kakoty

Kaushik Das

Sri Chandanchutia

Adhukhyaaja Das

Manisha Pathak

Papi Kalita

Sanjib Phukan

Shaiba Parveen

Partha Prtim Dutta

Krish Beria

P P Mishra

Naman Pareek

Dipak Jain

Abhishek Gogoi

Krishna Gogoi

Riyan Deori

Nomita Neog

Mahak Harlalka

Ankita Choudhury

Tanuja Sonowal

Utpal Bhttacharjee

Jyoti Sagar Darik

Suravi Devi Bordoloi

Nausheen Khan

Renu Phukan

Gaurav Gogoi

Nilima Bordoloi

Krishna Kamal Das

Bijaya Devi

Priti Chaurasia

Ranjita Barma

Om Prakash Gowala

Manas Borpujari

Ratan Chutia

Ranjit Baruah

Pahi Bhuyan

Ripunath Sarma

Rahul Deori

Ranjan Bhattacharjee

J Rashi

Md. Muzzamil Ahmed

Baby Khatun

Rashmi Pradhan

Niha Singh

Prerona Borah

Muskan Khatun

Limar

Dipty Majhi

Shreya Dutta

Kainat Rahman

Surjyauday Paul

GupayAbhah

Palak Kumari Sah

Subham Ghosh

Anjali Sharma

Irfan Ahmed

Anjali Kumari Pandit

Lakhyjyoti Baruah

LangfuHakhum

Jyotshna Phukan Dutta
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Papori Gogoi

500.00

431

Pather Prasad

389

Akriti Mishrai

500.00

432

Pabon Garodia

390

Manashrunu Dutta

500.00

433

Lalit Sarma

391

Paridhi Sureka

500.00

434

M K S Biswas

392

Rubi Baishya

500.00

435

J. Bordoloi

393

Ranaditya Baruah

500.00

436

B.K. Sharma

394

Sandhya Kumari Pandit

500.00

437

Purali Gogoi

395

Nang Tuchengkham Moha

500.00

438

Shabanamara Begum

396

Obhiram Mize

500.00

439

D Dasgupta

397

Dhriti Phukan

500.00

440

Apsora Singh

398

PubaliDulakakhoria

500.00

441

Mira Sarma

399

Nancy Debnath

500.00

442

Jayanta Bordoloi

400

Dipshikha Bezboruah

500.00

443

Sudhangshu Kumar Dutta

401

Bandita Deori

500.00

444

Amit Kr Sahu

402

Toni Mnyu

500.00

445

A.H.Choudhry

403

Manikha Kalita

500.00

446

Bipin Ch. Dutta

404

Sujita Jaishy

500.00

447

P.N.Hiloidhari

405

Mridula Dehingia

500.00

448

Manashi Barah

406

Nafisa Ahmed

500.00

449

Arshad Mezid

407

Puja Hatiboruah

500.00

450

Subreen Almin

408

Pagya Parinita Gogoi

500.00

451

Raju Kejriwal

409

Rinki Baruah

500.00

452

Murari Kejriwal

410

Sahil Aansara

500.00

453

Akash Tripathi

411

Himanshu Mili

500.00

454

Sri Brajil Hazarika

412

Jutimoni Borgohain

500.00

455

Sri Amit Bharmika

413

Bishal Phukan

500.00

456

Sri Pronab Jyoti Neog

414

Deny Moran

500.00

457

Ridip Konwar

415

Ngunnon Wangjun

500.00

458

Mukesh Yadav

416

Duke Baruah

500.00

459

Jesmin Ahmed

417

RinghmeBorptragohain

500.00

460

Jahnobi Saikia

418

Papu Sharma

500.00

461

Anju Sorav

419

Suraj Dutta

500.00

462

Latashree Bordoloi

420

Gaurav

500.00

463

Rijumoni Baruah

421

Ruhi Maji

500.00

464

Pallabi Sonowal

422

Aman Das

500.00

465

Archna Changmai

423

Lanong Sankey

500.00

466

Anjana Bordoloi

424

Thungjam Jalan

500.00

467

Krishna Ch Ghash

425

HiranmoyeeRajhowa

500.00

468

Sunanda

426

Priyanka Chakraborty

500.00

469

Menicha Bordoloi

427

PrimeeRasiwsia

500.00

470

Rajib Lahan

428

Gaurav Baruah

500.00

471

Indrajit Deb

*Contribution from members of Dibrugarh Red Cross Society — 7,000 /-.
*We sincerely apologize for any unintentional omission of information in this list.

We also wholeheartedly appreciate each and every one who contributed to the smooth organization

of the year-long celebration by providing facilities of different types.

188

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College Golden Jubilee Organising Committee




Golden Jubilee Organizing Committee

Chief Advisors:- Dr. Shilpi Gupta
Sri Sarbananda Sonowal Dr. Bijeta Chetry
Sri Prasanta Phukan Treasurer:- Sri R.K. Agarwalla
Sri Rituparna Barua Joint Treasurer:- Dr. Deepankar Bhattacharjee
Dr. Saikhat Patra Executive Member:- Ms. Ritimoni Sharma

Dr. Nogen Saikia
Prof. (Dr.) Jiten Hazarika
Prof. (Dr.) Kandarpa Kr. Deka
Sri. Devi Prasad Bagrodia
Dr. Karabi Deka Hazarika

. Dr. Paramananda Sonowal

. Dr. Prasanta Kakoti

. Dr. Sanjeeb Kakoti

. Dr. Prakash Barooah

Adyvisors:-
Dr. (Prof.) L.R. Saikia
Dr. (Prof.) D.K. Chakraborty
Dr. Uttara Dowerah
Sri Siddhartha Chaliha
Dr. Sashi Kanta Saikia
Dr. Ranjan Changmai
Dr. Anup Jyoti Bharali
Sri Sailen Gogoi
. Dr. Prasenjit Borkakoti

. Dr. Rupam Saikia

. Sri Atmaram Agarwal

. Sri Holiram Phukan

. Sri Nishant Bajaj

. Dr. Bharati Dutta

. Dr. Raghu Borbora

. Dr. Sewali Barbora

. Sri J.P Kanoi

. Dr. Mahesh Kr. Jain

. Ad. Ashim Dutta

. Mr. Jethmol Bang

. Mr. Sanjeeb Bordoloi

. Mr. Balin Bordoloi

. Mr. Pankaj Srutikar

President:- Dr. Rajee Konwarh
Working President: - Mrs. Rina Rani Bora
Vice-President:- Sr. Adv. Satya Barta Sarma
Adv. Sudeb Ch. Goswami
Adv. Syamal Seal
General Secretary:-  Dr. Gautomi Dutta
Joint Secretary: - Ms. Manalisa Medhi
Dr. Manomita Paul
Mr. Manoj Kr. Chakma

Ms. Dipti Koch

Ms. Samgita Saikia
Ms. Amrit Kaur

Ms. Preetisha Chowdhury
Sri Srimanta Bordoloi
Sri Debojit Boruah

Sri Gamur Padu

Ms. Neha Agarwalla
Sri Siddhant Jaiswal
Sri Swaroop Das

Sri Sanowarul Islam
Sri Joy Protim Bhajani
Sri Nitish Kr. Sharma
Sri Uday Bhardwaj

Various Sub-committees:-
A. Reception Committee

Advisor:-

Dr. Rajee Konwarh

Sri S.B. Sarma

Sri S.C. Goswami
Convenor:- Dr. Gautomi Dutta
Member:-

e All the faculty members of teaching
and non-teaching staff of the
college.

e Members of Students’ Union Body.

. Fund Raising Committee:-

Advisor:-
Dr. Prakash Barooah
Dr. Rajee Konwarh
Dr. L.R. Saikia
Dr. D.K. Chakraborty
Mr. Rituparna Baruah
Convenor: -  Sri R.K. Agarwalla
Members:-
Sri Manoj Kr. Chakma
Mr. Rina Rani Bora
Dr. Mahesh Kr. Jain
Mr. Syamal Seal
Mr. Siddhant Jaiswal
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Procession & Cultural Committee:-
Advisor: - Dr. Prakash Barooah
Convenor: - Ms. Manalisa Medhi
Member:-

Dr. Uttara Dowerah

Dr. Manomita Paul

Dr. Shilpi Gupta

Ms. Ritimoni Sharma

Ms. Aleen Konika Gohoi

Mondeep Gogoi

Dimpee Buragohain

Swaroop Das

Siddhant Jaiswal

Sanowarul Islam

Sangita Saikia

Amrit Kaur

Indrajit Debnath

Debojit Boruah
Publication Committee:-
Joint Convenor:-

Ms Manalisa Medhi

Ms. Ritimoni Sharma
Member:-

Dr. Bharati Dutta

Ms. Rina Rani Borah

Mr. R.K. Agarwalla

Sri Srimanta Bordoloi

Ms. Sangita Saikia
Games & Sports Committee
Convenor:-  Dr. Bijeta Chetry
Member:-

Mr. Sudeb Ch.Goswami
Dr. Shilpi Gupta
Mr. Siddhant Jaiswal
Mr. Swaroop Das
Mr. Sanowarul Islam
Mr. Kunal Haritwal
Ms. Khushi Robi Das
Food Committee:-
Convenor:-  Mr. RK. Agarwalla
Member:-
Dr. Manomita Paul
Ms. Manalisa Medhi
Dr. Shilpi Gupta
Dr. Deepankar Bhattacharjee
Dr. Bijeta Chetry
Ms. Dipti Koch
Ms. Jyotshna Phukan Dutta
Mr. Siddhant Jaiswal
Mr. Swaroop Das
Mr. Sanowarul Islam

Ms. Atlanta Pradhan
Ms. Adil Imam
Ms. Ritishna Chetry
Media & Publicity Committee
Convenor: - Ms. Ritimoni Sharma
Members:-
Sri Srimanta Bordoloi
Mr. R.K. Agarwalla
Ms. Sangita Saikia
Ms. Barkha Agarwal
Mr. Siddhant Jaiswal
Stage & Sound Committee
Joint Convenor:-
Dr. Deepankar Bhattacharjee
Dr. Shilpi Gupta
Member:-
Mr. R.K. Agarwalla
Ms. Dipti Koch
Dr. Manomita Paul
Mr. Shubham Dutta
Sri Mandeep Gogoi
Sri Joy Protim Bhajani
Transportation and Accomodation
Convenor:-  Dr. Gautomi Dutta
Member:-
. RK.R Agarwalla
. Sanjeeban Agamacharya
. Siddhant Jaiswal
. Sanowarul Islam
. Swaroop Das
. Manoj Kr. Chakma
J. Correspondance / Public Relation
Committee
Convenor:-  Dr. Manomita Paul
Member:-
. Manoj Kr. Chakma
. RK. Agarwalla
. Preetisha Choudhury
. Siddhant Jaiswal
. Swaroop Das
. Sanowarul Islam
K. Health & Hygiene Committee
Joint Convenor:-
Ms. Amrit Kaur
Dr. Bijeta Chetry
Member:-
Dr. Ritiparna Barua
Ms. Dipti Koch
Ms. Sneha Das
Members of Students’ Union
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Principals of Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College

7. A i i
Sri Hemnath Gohain Sri Promode Kumar Das Shri Moniram Agarwalla

From 20-06-1976 to 11-09-1978 From 15-09-1978 to 15-06-1982 16-06-1982 to 31-12-1986

Shri Niruddha Chandra Gohain Dr. Gautomi Dutta Borah

01-04-1987 to 15-07-2011 From 16-07-2011 to present date
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First Governing Body of
Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College (1976)

Mr. Karuna Barua Adv. Hemnath Gohain Shri Prakash Gogoi

IAS, President (Then DC of Dibrugarh Principal & Secretary Asst. Secretary
District)

/B 4
y 2
/!
4

Adv. Niresh Ch. Bagchi Adv. Nagen Das Sabinus Ignatius Ekka
Member Member Member

Adv. Mahendra Nath Gogoi Adv. Promud Kr. Das
Member Member
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Present Governing Body of
Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College

Dr. Prakash Barooah
President
Retd. Joint Director
Department of Health
Government of Meghalaya

Mr. Raj Kumar Agarwalla
Member
(Ex-Officio Member)
Dr. R. K. B. Law College
Assam

CA Kuljit Rai Jaichand
Member

(Guardian's Representative)

Dibrugarh
Assam

Prof. Lakhi Ram Saikia
Member
(University Nominee)
Dibrugarh University

Dr. Rajee Konwarh
Member
Retd. Principal
DHSK College
Dibrugarh

Er. Rajkamal Dutta
Member

Rtd. Chief Engineer, PWD

Dibrugarh
Assam

Dr. K.M. Bhagawati
Member
(University Nominee)
Retd. Principal

DHSK Commerce College,

Dibrugarh

Mr. Rituparna Baruah
Member
Chairman

Tourism Development

Corporation

Government of Assam

Ms. Sangita Saikia
Member
Librarian

Dr. R. K. B. Law College
Assam

Golden Treasure: An Odyssey of 50 Years

Member

(Teacher's Representative)

Dr. R. K. B. Law College
Assam

Dr. Uttara Dowerah
Member
(Donor's Nominee)
Dibrugarh
Assam

Dr. Gautomi Dutta Borah
Secretary
(Principal)

Dr. R. K. B. Law College
Assam
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Left to Right

Sitting :

' Sri Srimanta Bordoloi, Mr. Rajkumar Agarwalla, Adv. Satya Barta Sarma, Dr. Gautomi Dutta

Borah, Adv. Sudeb. Ch. Goswami, Dr. Deepankar Bhattcharjee.

Standing:

Ms. Manalisa Medhi, Ms. Sneha Das, Dr. Bijeta Chetry, Ms. Preetisha Choudhury, Adv.
Sanjeeban Agamacharyya, Ms. Dipti Koch, Dr. Manomita Paul, Dr. Shilpi Gupta, Ms. Sangita
Saikia, Ms. Ritimoni Sharma, Ms. Barkha Agarwal, Mr. Shubham Dutta.

Existing Non-Teaching Staff

e : [P \ 'L
Sitting L to R:- Mr. Ranjit Chakborty, Mr. Ram Deo Rai
Standing L to R:- Mr. Pradip Basak, Sri Debojit Boruah, Ms. Jyotshna Phukan Dutta,
Mr. Monikanta Hatimuria, Sri Akash Basfor
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Student Unions During Year-long Golden Jubilee Celebration

Left to Right

Sitting:- Ms. Aleen K. Gogoi, Ms. Ayushi Dey, Ms. Soni Das, Ms. Nargish Khan, Ms. Khushi Robidas
Standing 1°t Row:- Mr. Siddhant Jaiswal, Mr. Sanowarul Islam, Mr. Joy Pratim Bhajani, Mr. Adil Imam, Mr.
Nitish Kr. Sharma, Mr. Swaroop Das

Standing 2" Row:- Ms. Ritishna Chetry, Ms. Atlanta Pradhan, Ms. Dimpi Buragohain, Ms. Charanijit Kaur

Left to Right
Sitting:- Ms. Charanjit Kaur, Ms. Meghali Kol, Ms. Atlanta Pradhan, Ms. Dimpi Buragohain, Ms. Farhana
Hassan, Ms. Danisha Begum.
Standing 1t Row:- Mr. Kaushik Das, Mr. Shubham Ghosh, Mr. Abhishek Bhattacharjee, Ms. Nausheen Khan,
Ms. Dipshikha Bezboruah, Ms. Niha Singh, Ms. Preety Chaurasia, Mr. Joy Pratim Bhajani, Mr. Nitish Kr.
Sharma
Standing 2" Row:- Ms. Pahi Konwar, Ms. Aleen K. Gogoi, Ms. Rifa Ibant, Ms. Sanjana Kumari Singh, Ms.
Mayuri Dey
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Editorial Board

”
o

Dr. Gautomi Dutta Borah Dr. Bharati Dutta Mrs. Rina Rani Borah
Advisor Advisor Advisor

Ms. Manalisa Medhi Ms. Ritimoni Sharma
Editor Editor

AL

mar Agarwalla Dr. Manomita Paul
Member

P ‘/A_ D0EGE

Dr. Deepankar Bhattacharjee Dr. Shilpi Gupta Ms. Sangita Saikia Mr. Debojit Boruah
Member Member Member Member

Mr. Joy Pratim Bhajani Mr. Purab Jyoti Gogoi Mr. Gaurav Baruah Mr. Shubham Ghosh
Member Member Member Member
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" Where is the wisdom we have
lost in knowledge
Where is the knowledge we have
lost in information
The cycles of Heaven and in
twenty centuries
Bring us farther frem God and
nearer to dust. "

- T.S. Eliot




