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ESTD 1976

Office of the Principal
Dr. R.K.B Law College
Dibrugarh, Assam - 786001

From the Principal’s Desk

Beginning of the 50 years of glorious journey:

EKach entity of this universe, whether legal or natural, 1s acknowledged and awarded according to its
Karma. Karma reflects the Dharma that an entity has performed. History reveals that entities whose
karmas are guided by Dharma have always left some societal footprints. The Dharma of an educational
mstitution  signifies not only ethical and moral principles that guide the institute’s operation, but also the
responsibility towards generating an intellectual society of socially conscious people by incorporating
values like integrity, and compassion in the overall learning environment. It signifies the performance of
one’s duty to society through education.

Since its establishment in 1976, Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College has been contributing to society by
mmparting legal education tirelessly in the area. We are at the verge of 50 years of dedicated service to
legal education in Assam. This 50 years of legacy of Dr Rohini Kanta Barua Law College 1s a reminder
of our past decisions that shaped our present, and our current choices which will mould our future. This
legacy 1s the lens through which we can view the inter connectedness of our actions and their outcomes.
This momentous occasion is all about recognizing our forefathers’ dharma and thus shaping our journey
for sowing the seeds for a better future and also to influence the lives around us.

The college has decided to celebrate the legacy of 50 years through a yearlong celebration from 19th
March 2025 to 19th March 2026 featuring a series of events covering sports, cultural, and intellectual
activities. We believe that with the help of active participation, support, and guidance of each stakeholder
of the college, well-wishers, and alumni members, we will be able to make our golden jubilee celebration
a resonating one.

Thanking all of you,

Regards
Dr. Gautomi Dutta



ESTD 1976

Office of the Vice Principal
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Dibrugarh, Assam - 786001

From the Vice Principal’s Desk

It gives me immense pleasure, with the people of Dibrugarh, to witness the recent developments in our
city. After enjoying the status of the city, Dibrugarh has been made the second capital of Assam. As a
consequence, we may be able to visualize various developmental activities in and around the city.

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College, a pioneer law institution has been imparting legal education to the
students of Upper Assam and the neighboring states adjacent to it, producing law graduates who are
rendering services in various fields such as, advocates in Bar Associations, as a part of Judiciary, teaching
professionals and services in corporate houses. When I see our students with successful careers, I rejoice
at the highest level and feel something special. Active participation by our Alumni in college development
makes all of us feel good and proud. In recent days the mauguration of the beautiful college gate with
immense contribution by the Alumni was a historic moment that made all of us happy and thus 22nd
Feb, 2025 has been recorded in golden letters in college history. I offer my heartfelt gratitude to all
concerned. With the dynamic leadership of our Principal Dr. Gautomi Dutta Borah, with the adequate
decisions and guidance of the Governing Body, and with the united efforts of the College family members,
our college 1s always touching newer heights and advancing tirelessly.

Our college 1s also going to celebrate its Golden Jubilee this year with a yearlong program from 19th
March, 2025 to 19th March 2026. The Golden Jubilee celebration will be an opportunity for all of us to
come together, to celebrate like a festival, learn a lot, to promote brotherhood, to feel proud, and to pay
back to the institution that enables us to stand where we are. I earnestly appeal to every member of the
College family to participate actively to make the whole festival a grand success.

Let’s feel the truth that we are original, we have unique calibre & talent, we have to lead & set examples
and keep our College ahead of all. With these words, I appeal to all to join hands to strengthen and
implement the resolutions.

Thanking You,

Regards
Mr. Rajkumar Agarwalla



Editorial

Need for Inclusive Education: Breaking Down Barriers

“ Learning gives
creativity, Creativity
leads to thinking,
and thinking
provides
knowledge, and
knowledge makes
you great.”

Dr. APJ Abdul
Kalam

Education is the path to enlightenment. As we navigate the complexities of
the 21" century, it has become imperative that our education system adapts
to the evolving needs of our students. Inclusive education, which caters to
diverse learning styles and abilities, 1s crucial for unlocking the golden door
to freedom and empowerment. Additionally, integrating skill development
programmes and earning-by-learning iitiatives can equip students with
practical skills, entrepreneurial spirit, and financial literacy, enabling them
to gain ground in an increasingly competitive world.

Legal education is a professional education that enables students to stand
mdependently with their expertise in all the laws of the nation. As Rabindra
Nath Tagore views, “The widest road leading to the solution of all our
problems is education.” and legal education should aim to educate on that
line. Dr. R.K.B. Law College, Dibrugarh has been relentlessly endeavoring
to contribute towards legal education of our region for the past fifty years.
As we proudly commemorate the Golden Jubilee of our esteemed
mstitution, it 1s a privilege to witness this momentous occasion. We are
thrilled to document this journey of our college stepping towards academic
excellence mm  the Second edition of our magazine “Fortior
Reflecto”. Through the pages of our magazine, we have endeavored to
capture the essence of our college’s augustness showcasing the literacy and
creative talents and achievements of our students, faculty, alumni and
several eminent personalities’ employing inclusion of myriads of subject
matters ranging from science and technology, Artificial Intelligence to
spirituality and yoga.

A college magazine is more than just a collection of writings. It is in fact,
the mirror of the students’ creative thoughts and experiences woven
together like a vibrant and intricate tapestry. It serves as a platform to
express themselves and display their literacy talents and an opportunity to
leave their mark on the chronicle of the college. Although our college is
dedicated to the pursuit of legal education, our magazine “Fortiors
Reflecto” transcends the boundaries of legal discourse. We have strived to
create a holistic publication that reflects the diverse interests of the students
and their commitment to practical activiies that contribute to the
betterment of society. Another significant feature of this issue is its
commitment to inclusivity and accessibility. We are proud to present a
bilingual publication this year, featuring content in both English and
Assamese languages. Furthermore, this edition aims to incorporate creative
contents from our own students with a majority of the contributions coming
directly from their pens. We earnestly believe in empowering student
voices and showcasing their creativity and this edition of our magazine
provides a platform for them to shine.

As we celebrate our college’s golden jubilee this year, we honour the past,
cherish the present and embark on the bright future. May the pages of this
edition of our magazine inspire us to strive for excellence, foster a sense of
positivity and bonding and ignite a passion for learning.
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Fetters or Fears over Federalism?
Q_ al . g S etric FC de ]'sm an. d “Article 7 of the Instrument

stated that the mstrument did

the Impact Of Abl' ogaﬁon Of AIﬁClC not bind the ruler to accept any
37 0 upon Federah’sm future Constitution of India.”

Mr. Jatin Awasthi
BA.LL.B. 7" Semester
Lioyd Law College
Abstract

The basic structure of the Constitution 1s unamenable and cannot be touched upon. This is
the guiding light for the amendments to the constitution of India and the acts of the
legislature. The Supreme Court, the high sentinel of justice and the watchful protector of the
fundamental rights of the people of this country guards this basic structure from being
disrupted. One such feature 1s Federalism, and it has been reiterated as part of the basic
structure in numerous judgments. The Supreme Court recently decided upon the Article
370 abrogation and the powers under Article 368. Apprehensions of the misuse of such
power and its eventual build-up of being detrimental to the federal nature of the nation are
voiced. The accepted position in the Indian legal landscape and the constitutional
jurisprudence remains that the country is quasi-federal. However, the idea of federal
character remains connected to the core of the Constitution. This article aims to analyze
whether there exists a real threat to the federal character or whether these fears are
misplaced. The article aims to highlight certain areas where grey still exists and the resolution
of the same 1s warranted by the Apex Court.

Keywords:
Article 370, Federalism, Federal Scheme, Constitution of India, Special status of Jammu and
Kashmir

Background of Article 370 the ruler to accept any future Constitution of India.’

R ) o The Instrument of Accession letter that was
On October 26, 1947, Maharaja Har1 Singh, the

. . ) addressed to Lord Mountbatten was later accepted
ruler of Jammu and Kashmir, signed the

by him on the date 27" of October 1947 on behalf
of the Dominion of India." By March 1948, an

mterim government was established by the

mstrument of accession acceding to India
according to provisions.' The Dominion legislature

was empowered to enact legislation for the state of Maharaja and in June Maharaja Hari Singh, via
. d d)d . d d]d d N )
Jammu and Kashmir on matters of defense, ) ) )

. o . proclamation devolved all his powers to Yuvraj
external affairs, and communication under Article S 5
o . i ) Karan Singh.
3" of the Instrument of Accession. Article 8 gave

the powers to the ruler over subjects that were not ~ Meanwhile, the constituent assembly of India had
acceded to India, whereas Article 7 of the drafted the constitution of India and the same was
Instrument stated that the instrument did not bind  adopted on January 26, 1949. Special provisions

Team Frontline, ‘1947: Maharaja Hari Singh signs  * Instrument of Accession of Jammu and Kashmir, Article 3
mstrument  of accession’, [Frontline, 22 Aug 2022: * Instrument of Accession of Jammu and Kashmir, Article 8
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/india-at-75-epochal- "of Frontline (n 1)
moments-1947-maharaja-hari-singh-signs-instrument-of- " ibid

accession-jammu-kashmir/article65727536.ece  accessed 18
December 2023

Dr. R.K.B. Law College
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for the State of Jammu and Kashmir were
envisaged 1n the Constitution of India, where the
state’s relation to India was one of being an integral
part of the constitution but, with certain special
status. Shr1  Gopala Swami  Ayyangar while
explaining the logic behind Article 370, said that -
the changes will be given effect by the Constituent
Assembly, however, the condition precedent for
the president to act would be the recommendation
of the constituent assembly of the state of the J&K.’

The Yuvraj had also acceded to the Constitution of
India via the proclamation that was given by him in
November 1949". The special status of the state of
Jammu and Kashmir was now concerning Article
370" of the constitution of India. The marginal note
explicitly states that the said provision was a
of the
Constitution of India, that is to say, that the same

temporary and transient provision
was removable. The power of the parliament was
limited in making laws. The application of the

concurrent and the union list was made

m

concurrence with the Government of the State.
The Amendments in 2019

The People’s Democratic s et
Party and the Bhartiya Janata =&
Party forged an agreement in

2015 to establish the state T
administration in Jammu and . ‘.-:l'--
Kashmir. On June 19, 2018". PDP 0q
member and state Chief Minister |
Mehbooba Mufti tendered her ':l_l
resignation following the BJP’s h&)
withdrawal of support. The President
approved the Governor’s rule that was

implemented in the state under Section 53(2)" of
and Kashmir Constitution. The
Governor dissolved the Legislative Assembly of the
state on November 21, 2018. On November 28",
2018, upon the submission of the report by the

the Jammu

governor of Jammu and Kashmir, Article 356" of
the Constitution of India was mvoked to issue a

* ibid

" Constitution of India, Article 370

* Jammu and Kashmir Constitution, Section 53(2)

" India Today, ‘BJP ends alliance with PDP in Jammu and
Kashmir’ (India Today, 19 June 2018)
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/bjp-ends-alliance-with-
pdp-injammu-and-kashmir-says-moving-forward-was-
untenable-1264014-2018-06-19 accessed 18 December 2023

proclamation of President’s rule in the state and the
report was to be submitted by the governor of
Jammu and Kashmir. The proclamation was
further approved by the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha. Similarly, the President issued an order that
the functions of the government of the State of
Jammu and Kashmir could be exercisable by the
governor, given that the governor was subject to the
President. This
requirement essentially meant that the Governor

control and direction of the

was under the control of the President, and the
President was further subject to the control of the
Council of Ministers. Hence, consolidating the
control of the central government upon the state of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The President issued the Constitutional Order
2019 on the 5th of August 2019" under the powers
given to the president via Article 370(1)" were
exercised. The effect of the exercise of these
powers was twofold; firstly, the provisions of the
constitution of India superseded all the previous
Constitution of
Jammu and Kashmir and secondly, the term

constitutional orders and the

‘Constituent Assembly’, as mentioned in Article
370(3)" was to be read as ‘Legislative Assembly’.
The pertinent thing to notice 1s that the
Constituent Assembly of the
erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir was not in function.
Hence, via the Constitutional
Order of 2019, without amending
the constitution the Legislature
substantial
change 1n one of the articles of the

proceeded with a
Constitution of India. As contended later, during
the

circumvention of the procedure established by law

arguments counsels termed this act as

that being the process of Amendment under
Article 368.

The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Bill of
2019" was presented before the Lok Sabha and

" Ibid

" Constitution of India, Article 356

* Constitutional (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order
2019 G.S.R. 551(E)

" Constitution of India, Article 370(1)

" Constitution of India, Article 370(3)

" The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Bill, 2019

2
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later, to the Rajya Sabha. The requirements under
the proviso of Article 3 of the Constitution of India
which mandated reference to the state assembly of
Jammu and Kashmir for its views were considered
deemed to have been given as the state was under
the president’s rule. The Jammu Kashmir
Reorganization Bill of 2019 was passed in both

The the

dissolution of the state of Jammu and Kashmir into

houses of Parliament. result was
two new union territories, the first being the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir and the second,
the Union Territory of Ladakh. The Union
territory of Jammu and Kashmir was to be of the
nature of Delhi and Pondicherry that 1s to say,
having a legislative assembly whereas the Union
territory of Ladakh was not to have a legislative
assembly.

Federalism and Asymmetric Federalism

Before venturing into the issues that surround the
concept of federalism it 1s pertinent to look at the
concept of asymmetric federalism. Federalism mn
the simplest terms means the character of a country
being made from small individual units and coming
together to form a larger union. It 1s uncontested
that democracy and federalism are the basic
features of the Constitution of India. The term
federalism has been used and various judgments of
the Honorable Supreme Court of India. The
nature of federalism in India, though accepted to
be quasi-federal in no way was intended to create a
sense of inferiority among the states of the
independent India."” The powers of the states are
the
Government. The powers are independent, and

not contingent upon those of Union

their exercise 1s also independent and not

preconditioned upon any sanction from the Union
or central government. Moreover, the states do not
have absolute autonomy concerning their

Unlike

situation, the states in India are not allowed to

sovereign  character. the American
create separate constitutions and the concept of
dual ctizenship is not recognized. While the

Constituent Assembly was stll in function the

" Mahendra Pal Singh, “The Federal Scheme’, in Madhav
Khosla and Sujit Chaudhary (eds), The Oxford Handbook of
The Indian Constitution (OUP 2016)
" Constituent Assembly Debates, Volume 7, 4 November
1949
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debate on federalism and the nature of the states in
mdependent India was being discussed by the

BR

Ambedkar. He had observed that the states and the

father of the Indian constitution, Dr
union were not in competition, but they were ‘co-
equals’’, and the states were not the ‘administrative
units’ of the Centre."

The Supreme Court, in the case of the
Government of NCT of Delhi vs the Union of
India”, has pointed out asymmetric federalism is
built into the Constitution of India. Asymmetric
federalism refers to the situation where a society's
conditions are heterogeneous and other aspects are
visible like the federal structure. In a diverse
the
political are difficult to be accommodated m a

country, differences social, cultural, and
harmonized manner. To overcome such situations,
certain states have been given certain additional
powers concerning certain subjects or certain
concessions have been given to other states about
other specific things. One such example was Article
370 of the Constitution of India which gave a
temporary, but special provision for the people of
the The

government of such a diverse country finds it often

and Kashmir 1in country.
problematic to accommodate the views of diverse
populations. Hence, a very good counter to this
problem becomes the concept of asymmetric
federalism that accepts that there might be diversity
within the country and that differential treatment to
these states does not amount to the violation of the
the
strengthens it. Prof Tierney in his book, The

principle of federalism, on contrary,
Federal Contract has laidd down examples of such
nations”. India is one of them where multiple
forms of languages, and cultures exist, and
difficult.
asymmetric federation becomes one of the most

accommodation  becomes Hence
important methods of answering the needs of such
a diverse population. He calls this a “varregated
social map™ which recognizes the differences
among different territories of the same state.
According to him, this is a case of “imnter-societal

" Ibid

" Government of NCT of Delhi vs the Union of India, (2018)
8 SCC 501

* Stephen Tierney, The Federal Contract (OUP 2022), 129.
* Ibid
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diversiy””. Looking at such a unique problem
would require a solution that would harmonize the
cultural, Iinguistic, and other aspects of a society
with the political rights of the people. The concept
of asymmetric federalism also gives impetus to
national stability and further, the cause of justice
that is both political and societal.”

To borrow the concept of asymmetric federalism
i India would require us to see how this concept
works mn the context of Jammu and Kashmir. As
seen the concept requires that a differential
treatment concerning polity and society needs to be
given to certain states to ensure the cause of
the of

asymmetric federalism. The autonomy that was

national integration forms essence
given to the people of Jammu and Kashmir via
Article 370 of the Constitution of India meant that
they were subject to Article 1 of the Constitution
and autonomous concerning the drafting of their

They

concerning choosing what provisions

autonomous
of the
Constitution of India were to be applied to them.

Constitution. also  were

N Gopalswamy Ayyangar, in the constitutional
of the

government regarding these provisions” and no

debate, had taken a wview Kashmiri
mtention was seen on their part to bind themselves
with the other provisions of the Constitution of
India, apart from Article 1. Hence, it can be safely
concluded that what was precluded from the state
of Jammu and Kashmir was its voice and the
participation of the people of the state of Jammu
and Kashmir. The Amendment procedure under
Article 368 of the Constitution of India was not
followed resulting in the erroneous removal of the
Article 370 of the Constitution of India.

Perceived threats to Federalism post Article 370
Judgement

According to the eminent lawyer and constitutional
law expert senior advocate Fali S. Nariman, the
problem was in the circumvention of Article 3 of
the Constitution of India and especially the first
proviso to the said article.” The proviso and the
article itself were suspended by the Constitutional

* Ibid

“Tierney, (n 20) 146.

* Constitutional Assembly Debates, 17 October 1949

? Fali S Nariman, ‘Where the Supreme Court went wrong on
Article 370" (Indian  Express, 18 December 2023)

order in 2019; hence it was the argument of the
fully
sanctioned. The first proviso to Article 3 of the

Government of India the action was
constitution requires that when there 1s a proposal
that affects the area, boundaries, or name of any
state the President must refer the bill to the
Legislature of the state for expressing their views.
The president referred these bills to the Lok Sabha
and the Rajyya Sabha, rather than the State
Legislature, as the State Legislature did not exist at
that time. This means that when an express
provision of the Constitution of India required
substantial compliance with the proviso, the
parhament substituted its views for the views of the
people, the state of Jammu and Kashmir, taking
away their autonomy and the special place that they
had m the Constitution of India. The Supreme
Court, 1n its judgement referred to Babulal Parate
vs the State of Bombay where it was held that the
views of the state are non-binding. However, it does
not take away the necessary nature of such views. If
a state assembly was not in force, such an action
was not warranted.

It 1s here when the Supreme Court and its

Jjudgement make the jump to the conclusion that,

as the views of the state Legislature are non-
binding; non-observance of the proviso does not
make any difference. The problem, however,
arises when we analyse the given situation. The
views of the Legislature of the state are the views of
the people of that state.

The wviews even of a nonbinding nature force
because the given opportunity to the people or the
Legislature of that State to give their opinions about
a major change that is going to happen in their state
and maybe the parliament would have altered its
course. Holding that views were not necessarily to
be taken, the action becomes contrary to the
provisions of the Constitution. The proviso in
effect would have voiced down the democratic will
of the people of the state. Proviso 3 was suspended
and a link directly to the objective of the Centre was

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/supreme-
court-verdict-on-article-370-fali-s-nariman-abbrogation-of-
article-370-jammu-and-kashmir-9072109/ accessed 19
December 2023
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sought to be achieved by imposing the President’s
rule under article 356 of the constitution.

Khanna
judgement have added that the conversion of a

Justice Sanjeev and his concurring
state from 1its status as a State to that of a Union
Territory has certain dire
consequences. He states
that in a state which has

been enjoying the powers

of a legislative assembly;
the people being used to
believing 1n a democratic
rule and enjoying the right
to vote; have been now
suddenly dislodged from

that status The elected afer e S g 0
e il st ol YT )
governments could be i e SN N,

removed 1n such a manner

that would have a serious
effect
feature of the constitution
that is federalism.” This act
also diminishes the representative character of the

upon the basic

democracy of Jammu and Kashmir. The union via
the Solicitor General could only give assurance as
to the restoration of the statehood of the state of
Jammu and Kashmir shortly.

The most serious question that was required to be
answered has not been dealt with categorically 1s
whether the circumvention of a process under
Article 368 of the Constitution of India was correct
or not. If Article 370(3) were to be amended via
Article 368 of the Constitution of India thereby
removing the term constituent assembly and
substituting 1t with legislative assembly, which
would require a two-thirds majority in both houses
of the parliament was not dealt with by the court.
According to the court, this challenge did not
survive after the splitting of the erstwhile state of
Kashmir.”

The alternative method that could be adopted by
the government was to consider the consent of the

“ In Re: Aracle 370 of the Constitution, WP (C) No. 1099 of
2019

7 Alok Prassana Kumar, ‘With Article 370, Supreme Court
has led down Federalism’ ( 7he Indian Express, 13 December
2023) accessed 18 December 2023
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governor that was transferred to the president of
India to be the consent of the state Legislative
Assembly of the state of Kashmir. While they use
this recommendation of the president as a
recommendation of the Legislative Assembly while
dealing with Article 370, they do not use the same

resolwd s cvenstitede ik 3 o SOVEREXGN DENO-

(RATIC BEPUBLIC i 30 sare s allils edinyes:
JUSTICE, socilevcexai: s political:
LIBERTY of thiught expevssiabadicd. izh ool

wedip:

FOUALITY of stvtus arul < opgpovanrty:
mal b jevexte amvng fon ol

FRATERNITY nssar lhe Gty of $e lividal
el le ety of the Notka:

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLYibS waty-
<ixth day of Neweaber, 19.49.do HEREEY ADOPT,
ENACT AND GIYE TO OURSEINES THS
CONSTITUTION. I

reasoning with Article 3 of the Constitution. The
problem that arises 1s that a mandatory condition
under Article 3 of the Constitution of India 1s now
unfulfilled. Due to this challenge becomes easier to
the validity of the amendment and the process
followed. Ex-Justice Madan Lokur® has also, in his
mterview, stated that this was an error that was on
the part of the government and the Supreme Court
in not settling this issue once and for all.”

Justice Lokur has further pointed out that relying
upon the statement of the Solicitor General of
India about the restoration of statehood n the state
of Jammu and Kashmir was erroneous. He
believes that it 1s a theoretical possibility that such
actions can be repeated in the future, where the
state imposes the President’s rule and divides the
state into two different Union territories, with an
assurance [rom the Attorney General or the
Solicitor General of restoration into statehood at a
later point of time. Such assurances according to

* Karan Thapar, ‘SC Erred o Article 370, Should Review its
verdict’ (The Wire, 15 December 2023)
https://thewire.in/video/watch-sc-erred-on-article-370-should-
review-its-verdictjustice-madan-lokur accessed 17 December
2023

* 1bid
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him are not to be taken at face value and are liable
to be rejected.” Supreme Court has not decided on
the question of whether a state can be dissolved
unilaterally by the actions of the union. This leaves
Pandora’s box open which 1s liable to be settled
whenever an appropriate case comes before the
court. Any such judgement would imply that the
powers of the union are unfettered when it comes
to the reduction of a state or union territory into
multiple parts whenever necessary. This attacks the
basic feature of the Constitution of India, that is
federalism in its letter and its spirit.

Conclusion

Over the multiple years, the Supreme Court has
been the guardian of the fundamental rights of the
people of the country. Numerous occasions have
arisen where the Supreme Court has not had to
deal with an attack on the basic structure of the
Constitution. The Supreme Court has always been
proactive n its conduct to protect the federal
nature of this country. A mnine-judge bench
Judgement of the Honorable Supreme Court in the
case of SR Bommai vs Union of India stands as a
testament to the intent of the court what many
scholars have pointed out as a low point in this
federal character is the recent 370 judgement. The
Judgement yields to dealing with certain key issues
which were apparent on the face of the record,
however, had not been dealt with much clarity. The
fear of being taken over by the Centre of numerous
states seems farfetched. However, its theoretical
possibility within the constitutional framework 1s
apparent. The Supreme Court is now faced with an
uphill task to find an appropriate case where this
matter can be settled the court in this year has
strength in the federal character of the country,
only towards the end. However, with much respect
to the court, the judgement is not all erroneous.
Certain arguments that were put forward have been
dealt with brilhantly by the court and plausible
remedies have also been affected by the court. The
court has asked for an expedited restoration of

* ibid
" S.R. Bommai vs Union of India, AIR 1994 SC 1918
* Anmol Kaur Bawa, ‘Article 370 Judgement Constitutionally

flawed, bad in law: Fali S Nariman’ (Live Law, 20 December

statcthood. On Jammu and Kashmir. Though a
timeline has not been provided by the court for the
Centre to comply with the orders of the court
nonetheless, a remark has been made in asserting
of 1ts happening. It must be seen at what value the
assurance of the Solicitor General holds about this
problem.

The Hon’ble Supreme Court in S.R. Bommai vs
Union of India” had expressed its unwavering
thought on the nature of the Indian federal state by
holding that the Indian state 1s one with a unitary
tilt. The Union of India 1s indestructible. However,
it cautioned against the use of the President’s rule
under Article 356. The court believed that Article
356 the dead letter of the
constitution. The dissolution of states without

should remain

temporary character is something that is not going
to happen anytime soon. Justice Lokur has also
suggested that it 1s a phase of uncertainty, with
theoretical possibility only. The reply to this
observation of Justice Lokur has come from the
side of Mr. Fali Nariman as being one of
disagreement, while still considering the judgement
upon the 1ssue as being incorrect. Mr. Nariman has
termed such oversimplifications to be ‘disastrous’,
given the unique status of the state of Jammu and
Kashmir. The issue of Kashmir was dealt with as
being of a temporary and transient nature.”

These gaps are to be filled via the proper reasoning
of the court. It also begs the broader question of
whether political acceptance and welcoming of the
order surpasses the constitutional challenge. The

Judgement, despite going well with many of the

sections of society, instils fear in the minds of
certain legal experts who see this as a problematic
and erroneous decision. However, the court seems
to have taken a balancing stance on certain key
issues, like the question of the element of
sovereignty and its residue in Jammu and Kashmuir.
The future of federalism is held by a fine thread in
the hands of the Supreme Court.

2023) https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/article-370-judgment-
constitutionally-flawed-bad-in-law-fali-s-nariman-244941
accessed 20 December 2023
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Abstract

With the dynamic world in action, countries have moved on from a system of self-reliance to a system
of global interdependence. This increases the dependence of nations on international law, making it
more of a compulsion rather a choice for emerging economies like India to adopt them into its
constitutional background. In this regard we can observe heavy contributions and incorporations of
Indian and foreign laws mto the legal ecosystem which in return helps regulate human settings. For
example, In the early years of 1946, the Security Council faced the issue of constant enmity between
its member states and resolved to step in and resolve the issue. One example 1s the setting up of the
United Nations Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan to help resolve the Kashmir dispute
in January 1949, since both countries were part of the United Nations peacekeeping operations. Law
should be read as a science for the explanation of the nature of its legal concepts, the same can be
said about international law too. This paper seeks to find the answer the if Indian constitutional ideals
are a product of a single cultural history or if strains can be found from the customary international
law which might have played a role in shaping the modern legal document, we proudly call the Indian
constitution. In this paper we also take a look at the use of foreign judgments in the making of
domestic amendments, some of which have been proven to be contentious. we also dive deeper into
the problem of domestic incorporation of international laws and the procedure to do so. In sum, the
piece talks about the constitutional framework in the form of dualism, which may not entirely be a

bad thing, but needs great judicial and legislative activity to manage international and Indian laws.

Keywords:

Constitution of India, Incorporation, International Law

How Domestic Laws are Affected by International
Laws?

India’s constitutional law can be traced back to her
legal ancestor, ie. the British Empire. This
although might cause some overlap between
mternational law and domestic law I certain
aspects which on one hand might be convenient to
the United Kingdom and on the other against
India. One of the 1ssues faced with the implication
of international law into domestic law in modern
times 1s the lack of provisions in the domestic
hard for the
penetration of the two provisions, which may seem

systemwhich makes it inter-
to be paradoxical. Within the confines of the
constitutional texts of India lies a small but

significant problem of accommodating the
mternational legal order. This order has been
with

modifications to constitutions themselves through

changed in  modern time constant

amendments to the executives, legislative and
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Judicial processes. One more added bonus to

mcorporating international law into the domestic
systems 1s the heightened affirmation of a nation's
sovereignty by giving nations the power and ability
to choose the kind of laws they wish to enter the
domestic legal systems thus creating another
problem of accountability on nations on the
mternational forums. The additional tension of
power struggle between federal parties exists, this 1s
because of the uneven power struggle between
central and regional authorities of a state. The
domestic effect of international law i India
depends on the constitutional model of
parhamentary system of the state which can be

divided into the hybrid or dualist policies.

It 1s important to understand as to what can be
considered as law and the basic types of foreign
laws. There are three types of international
citations, they are; foreign law, international law
and foreign opinion. Decisions passed by domestic
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courts and legislative bodies of other nation states
are referred to as foreign laws. Treaties, general
principles, customs, common to civilised nations
and the orders of the courts over the regions they
have jurisdiction are called as international laws'.
Foreign opinions refer to the views of any non-
United States or European actor, for example, the
amicus curiae brief from Mary Robinson- UN
High Com. For Human Rights.”

Application of the ‘Foreign Source Doctrine’

The term foreign source doctrine plays an
important role n this aspect. Which 1s applied only
1s two particular circumstances- one, to unusual or
extreme punishments and two, to cases regarding
the question of due process of law. This 1s because
of the fact of the open-ended nature of these
concepts and the depth one can reach while
discovering the same. We can take the example of
capital punishment to answer this. The application
of law does not remain the same when the question
of morality comes 1in, this can be tributed to our
emotional factor that differentiates humans from
animals. Now the question of theft in the case
where a person stealing bread to feed his starving
family can be questioned on multiple levels. The
naturalists may argue that the sense of morality
must be in the minds of the judges while passing
such laws, while the positivists argue otherwise. It is
also seen that there exist multiple contrary opinions
on the same which ultimately differentiates nations
from one another. Communist states such as
Russia and China prefer the growth of its society
together while capitalistic states like the US may say
that society gets richer as an individual gets richer,
even ifthe outcome of these ideologies are the
complete opposite.

the

international laws into domestic systems, another

Regarding topic of incorporation of
major issue lies with the fact of the language of the
legal texts. No constitution in the world has perfect
interpretations, which means to say that the always
1s a scope for the causes of loopholes. The
language

constitutions consist of open-ended

whose understandings cannot be understood with

‘Statute of the International Court of Justice, Art. 38, 59 Stat.
1055 (1945),

their words alone. This example can be seen in the
paradox of the understanding of the phrase
“unusual and extreme punishments” which might
serve as a certain criterion for the penal system on
one hand but goes against the constitutional values
of the Indian legal system. The term “cruel
punishments” can itself form as an example of the
open-ended nature of our constitution. This just
opens up a plethora of understandings, while on
the other hand laws like “the right of every citizen
of India to cast his/her vote cannot be denied on
the basis of caste, sex, gender, race, place of birth

3

etc’.” the roles of courts and legal persons kick in
here, to interpret open-ended texts and this i1s done
by inviting the understanding of broader scopes
like the foreign sources. The Magna Carta 1s said
to be the source of all law, and 1s referred to as the
first formal set of rules and laws.

The development of laws from the simple texts of
the Magna Carta into almost every constitution of
the modern world can be seen as an example of the
drawing of mspiration from previously enlightened
systems. The creation of foreign made laws can be
credited to one, the open-ended feature of the
universal constitutions, two- ambiguous judge-
made laws, and three- the factual past linking the
and the

traditions. It would be logical to question the

constitutional  backings customary
authority of the foreign laws in India keeping in
mind the Indian legal heritage keeping in mind the
laws of the land, keeping such international
provisions only to a persuasive value until it is
adopted into by the legislature. The foreign source
rule gives the law makers the opportunity to
mterpret arbitrary and ambiguous laws. This can
also mean to say that if a foreign law is explaining
and confirming the already existing affirmation
between the domestic populations then the
mternational law wouldn’t only be ornamental but

also authoritative.

With the help of such theories and likewise
theories, the Supreme Court can use foreign
sources to help understand and illustrate the
contributions mentioned earlier. These theories

% Opeskin, B. R. (2001). Constitutional modeling: The
domestic effect of internmational law in commonwealth
countriest. Commonwealth Law Bulletin, 27(2), 1242-1278.
‘Indian CONST. Art 326
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Anne-Marie Slaughter, an eminent American

their  applications ( )
help analyze ONSTITUTION
matters 1n  broad
positions that run a
risk of invalidation
or public unrest. "ﬁ - i
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In reality, there lies no standing law that stops
courts from taking foreign judgments into judicial
consideration and differentiating the similarities
and the differences while discussing the
constitutional schema in India and other countries
across the world. The role foreign precedents play
1s extremely important to internal and external
relationships, especially in the backdrop of cross-
border business dealings and international family
disputes. This 1s based on the 1dea that human
psychology across the world remains constant and
the laws governing the ties between humans must
remain the same everywhere. Excluding the fact,

look

mterpretations of international courts to the same

courts are also obliged to mto the
but also keeping in mind the precedence set by
multiple judges and jurists in the past showing their
displeasure and opposition on the dependence on
foreign law especially when it comes to interpreting
the constitutional values of a nation.Many of Indian
constitutional values have been taken as inspiration
from thelegislations of other countries- “judicial
review”, “fundamental duties”, “equal protection
before law”. Therefore, 1t wouldn’t be wrong to
state that the natural course of constitutional action
would be the interdependence of legal ideas across
borders as seen in the example of India and other
commonwealth countries. Since the fall of the
USSR regime, there has been a constant prompt
for a new 1dea of constitutionalism, with several
nations taking into the job of keeping a written

constitution that has the basic civil provisions.

‘M. Tushnet, The Possibilities of Comparative Constitutional
Law, 108 YALE L. J. 1225 (1999); S. Chaudhary,
Globalisation in Search of Justification: Toward a Theory of
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Jurist, was one of the few to use the expression-
‘trans-judicial communication” to describe the
growth of common law system being the main
catalyst behind the comparative constitutional law.
Further introspection of the term helps us notice
the importance she lays on institutions as a key
player in granting legitimacy to structured law,
needless to say the concept of comparative
constitutional analysis has much oppositions like its
counterparts. This can be seen in the American
example of the United States Supreme Court case
of Roper v. Simmons [2005]” which ruled against
the constitutionality of ordering death penalty to
This
previous landmark judgement of Standford v
Kentucky [1989]. The debate over citation of
overseas precedents persisted between liberal

juvenile offenders. case overruled the

judges such as Breyer, J and conservative
counterparts like Scalia, J, in Standford Scala, ]
passed the dissenting judgment against the majority
m favor of rejecting the arguments for abolishing
the penalties in the Western Furopean countries.
The US Supreme Court has seen a tilt towards
conservatism, this goes back to the concept of the
appointment of judges which 1s entirely different
from that in India. There multiple objections to the
concept of foreign precedents in constitutional

cases;

Objection 1: The problem with the doctrine of
‘Separation of Powers’

This argument is based off on the fact that judges
are not democratically elected agencies, which

Comparative Constitutional Interpretation, 74 IND. L. J. 819
(1999)

Roper v. Simmons, 543 U.S. 551 (2005).

‘Stanford v. Kentucky, 492 U.S. 361 (1989)

omh@{ NOBOS
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makes them not accountable tot the actions taken
by them. The same doctrine dictates that the
mcorporation of foreign laws such as treaties and
Acts must be ratified using the powers of the
legislature whose actual duty 1s to make laws and
has the liberty to also borrow and rely on foreign
laws in India. This further keeps a check by the
way of legislative validation. Since this “unelected”
body takes the role of incorporating foreign laws
mto the domestic system 1t 1s considered to be as
unconstitutional mn nature. This rational was also
reiterated by Scalia, J in his dissenting opinion in
the landmark case of juvenile capital punishment
mvoking the concept of “originalist” into the
constitutional interpretations by keeping in mind
the reasoning and the rationale behind the coming
together of laws by their framers.

that  the
mcorporation of foreign laws into domestic systems

Some arguments also  suggest
1s a precedent of “judicial elitism” giving a hint of a
country's incapacity to make laws on the subject
matter and the situation to which a nation must
borrow laws from another nation to balance out the
matters at hand. This can be seen in India in the
case of Vishaka’ where the Supreme Court of India
had to take the help and guidance of international
statues for the creation of guidelines to fill the gap
in the legal system in the area of protection of
sexual harassment against women in the workplace.
The use of such provisions nevertheless helps us
give an estimate as to how laws have been
mterpreted and applied in other judicial states.

Objection 2: The problem with the expansion of
udicial discretion’

This
consideration

objection was formulated after careful

and 1s based on the human
psychology that if judges are given the free pass to
cite foreign precedents and make them mto law,
this would give them the ability to choose the case
laws favorable to their ideology and personal views.
In such a world, judges would hand-pick cases
favorable tot their cause and justify their decision
rather than address the grief of the parties in court.

Such practices make the dependence of the court

Vishaka &Ors. v State of Rajasthan &Ors.(1997) 6 SCC 241
* V. Jackson, Constitutions as 'Living Trees? Comparative
Constitutional Law and Interpretive Metaphors, 75
FORDHAM L. R. 921 (2006)
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less reliable by the common user of justice. Foreign
case laws should be used to make sure the integrity
of the legal process is intact assigning appropriate
weightage to the values of these laws.

It 1s fascinating to observe the disproportionality of
the use of foreign precedents between the friendly
states. For example, India and the United States,
the legal members of both these communities have
produced excellent outcomes and have affected
their respective societies greatly. The American
constitution has been a source of law for multiple
countries. Courts in India often cite cases of the US
courts and there lies an apparent trend in the
reliance of Indian courts to the academic writings
of the American Universities’. A domestic court
using the citations of a foreign court can often mean
m the difference in the facts of both the cases and
the

outcomes

difference 1n  outcomes. Socioeconomic

many times face themselves as a
challenge to the legal issues that arise but it must be
the duty and the responsibilities of the courts to
take up issues of social concerns and discuss
among themselves and come up with amicable

utilitarian solutions.
The System of Monism and Dualism in India

The
domestic law have been governed by two systems

relationship between international and
known as dualism and monism. Dualism suggests
that

separate legal systems. international law on one

mternational and national laws are two
hand deals with the relations between nation states
while domestic laws deal with the day-to-day lives
of the people’. Therefore, dualism dictates that the
state has the supreme authority within its own
borders, international treaties and equivalents can
become the law of the land after its incorporation
by the legislation. On the other hand, monism
states that mnternational law 1s naturally part of the
domestic legal systems as a part of the national
1deology. This can be seen in the example of states
like Switzerland, where the international treaties
are part of the domestic systems as soon as it signed
by the state. There 1s a strict opposition of the
division of laws by this school for the reason that it

* Brownlie, Ian. (2012). Brownlie's principles of Public
International Law (7th ed.). Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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does not need to go through the transformation by
the domestic nation for it to become law. Apart
from such theories we also have the newly
emerging theory of ‘populism’ which attacks
mternational law as a “foreign law” and something
that doesn’t capture the essence of the law to serve
the interests of the people”, and eventually affecting
the courts, when they feed into the populism and
refer to international law.

In India, the supreme court takes the help of the
monist and dualist theories to answer, whenever
the problem between international and Indian law

arises. This can be seen 1n the case of Union of

India vs Agricas'" discussed in the year 2020, dealt
with the issue of the relationship between domestic
and international law, mposing a concept of
quantitative restriction on the mmports of grains
3(2) of the

Development and Regulation

Foreign Trade
(FTDR)". The

purchasers of the pulses challenged the order by

under Section

the GOI and stated as to how the government has
no authority to issue such
an order as it goes ultra
vires to the constitutional
1deals of the state.

state has the supreme authority
within its own borders, mternational
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Indian constitution and the essence of international
law

Indian constitution contains four main provisions
that relates to mternational law- Article 51(c),
Article 246(1) r/w entry 14 of the union list of the
seventh schedule of the constitution of India, and
the Article 73(1)(a) and Article 253.

Article 51(c) states that:

“T’he State shall foster respect for international law
and treaty obligations in the dealings of organised

peoples  with  one another; and encourage
settlement  of  ternational  disputes by
arbitration.””

This is contained in the part which talks about the
‘directive principles of state policy’ which 1s also
known to be just guidelines states are supposed to
keep in mind while making laws and are not
binding on any entity to follow. The term
mternational law refers to all forms and sources of

mternational law, this further

“Therefore, dualism dictates that theon talks about the ‘foster

respect’ for ‘international

law’ and indirectly

designated power to the

The courtin this case used ~ reaties and equivalents can become Jydian parliament to make

the  previously  used
principle of the dualism
and said that international
treaties can become the law and into the domestic

law only after the transformation by the legislations.

The court in this case held that General Agreement
and Trade which
quantitative restrictions on states on imports, has

on Tariffs mmposes the
not been transformed into law, and hence limits
India’s lability on the said treaty and this was
despite the knowledge that India was one of the
founding members of the GATT and the World
Trade Organization.
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Krieger, Heike. (2019). Populist Governments and
International Law. European Journal of International Law, 30
3), 971-996

" Union of India v AgricasLlp, Transfer Petiion (Civil) Nos.
496-509 OF 2020

* Section 3(2) of the FTDR Act provides: “The Central
Government may also, by Order published in the Official
Gazette, make provision for prohibiting, restricting or
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the law of the land after its
incorporation by the legislation.” . | o 46(1)

or create such laws.
states that:

Notwithstanding anything i clauses (£) and (3),
FParllament has exclusive power to make laws for
any of the matters enumerated in List I in the
Seventh Schedule (in this Constitution referred to
as the Union List).

Article 73 states that:

Subyect to the provisions of this Constitution, the
executive power of the Union shall extend to the
matters with respect to which Parliament has power
to make laws;

otherwise regulating, in all cases or in specified classes of cases
and subject to such exceptions, if any, as may be made by or
under the Order, the import or export of goods or services or
technology”.

“Chimni, B.S. (2019). ‘India’; In the Oxford Handbook of
International law in Asia and the Pacific, ed. Simon
Chesterman, Hisashi Owada and Ben Saul, 551-576. New
York: Oxford University Press
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Article 253 states that:

the
provisions of this Chapter, the Parliament has the

Notwithstanding  anything n foregoing

power to make any law for the whole or any part of

the territory of India for implementing any treaty,
agreement, or convention with any other country
or countries or decision made

any at any

international conference, association or other
bO([)’, 1415

Article 253 gives the state of India the power to
make statutes for the India and the power to
mmplement an mternational treaty including those
which fall within the competence of the nationstate.
Therefore, if any foreign enactment has to become
a law, this article 1s essentially the provision to make
it happen”.

Conclusion

The framework of laws given in the Indian
constitution governs India’s current position on
mternational legal relations. The Supreme Court of
India in recent times has been seen to move away
from the previously held position of dualism and 1s
moving towards a more monistic concept which
takes in mternational law as a part of domestic law
unless it contradicts the native laws. In case a ruffle
arises amongst the two the domestic laws would
prevail while the courts would do their best to
equalise the balance between the two. This

approach of the SCI is on par of the courts around
the world following common law systems.

Keeping current facts aside, the India’s stance as of
2023 is away from the constitutional ideologies of
sovereignty and liberty. This can be seen in the
previously discussed case of Union of India vs
Agricas which maintains its stance on the dualistic
theory while in some other cases such as the
Vishaka that the
icorporation of international statutes. Multiple

Judgement” reiterates
reasons can be given for this kind of inconsistency,
one maybe personal inclination, another can be the
manner in which the advocates argue the matter,
and another can be the relationship between the

judiciary and the executive when one tries to one-

up the other.

Not all basic as it sounds, the power given to the
courts by the Indian constitution helps fill the gaps
left out by the executive and the legislators, for
example, we can the country's enormous failure in
enacting a stringent refugee law, which allowed the
the
Salimullah"incorporating the system in place.

supreme court, In case of Mohamad

To conclude the provisions of international law
mcorporation into the domestic systems should be
seen on a positive note which also puts an
enormous burden on the law makers to handpick
the laws that needs to be put into the systems
keeping in mind the requirements of the citizens.

Snippets

The Constitution borrows elements from various countries:

e Parliamentary system - U.K.

e Fundamental Rights - U.S.A.

e Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) - Ireland
¢  Emergency Provisions - Germany

e Concurrent List - Australia

e This makes it a unique blend of global best practices.

"Constitution of India, 1950, A. 253
"Constitution of India, 1950, A. 73.
“Jolly George Varghese v Bank of Cochin AIR 1980 SC 470
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"Supra, note 7
" Mohamad Salimullah v Union of India (2020) Interlocutory
Application No. 38048 of 2021
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Ideological Odyssey: Tracing Constitutional Metamorphosis in
India

Mr. Md. Asif Rez
BA.LL.B. 1" Semester
Jamia Milia Islamia University

Abstract

The Indian Constitution, a living constitution formed by the innovative minds of its constitutional
framers, 1s a tribute to the nation's devotion to democracy, justice, and inclusivity. The framers of the
Indian Constitution framed the constitution of India with some exclusive ideas that is the reflection
of today's Indian Constitution. The framers embedded some fundamental values in the Constitution
including Secularism, Socialism, and the commitment to a democratic ethos. The constitutional
architects envisioned a harmonious coexistence of diverse religious and cultural identities through the
principle of Secularism, which forms a linchpin in India’s constitutional narrative.Simultaneously
Indian Constitution interracially discussed about Socialism with economic policies, welfare programs
and the constitutional commitment bridging socioeconomics disparities. Moreover, the challenges
and adaptations witnessed by the Constitution during various phases of governance, including periods
marked by authoritarian tendencies. Through a critical lens, it evaluates the resilience of democratic
mstitutions and the constitutional safeguards that have played a pivotal role in preserving individual
freedoms and the rule of law and the evolving role of the courts in interpreting the Constitution and
ensuring its relevance in a rapidly changing society. This study provides a comprehensive exploration
of the evolutionary trajectory of the Indian Constitution, tracing its development from its inception to
the contemporary landscape. By examining the evolution of these key concepts, it seeks to offer
msights into the challenges faced by the Indian Constitution in its pursuit of justice, equality, and a
balanced governance structure.

Keywords:
Secularism, Socialism, Authoritarian Governance, Indian Constitution ideological evolution,
Democracy.
Introduction 1950, India entered its post-independence era, and

the 1deological landscape witnessed a dramatic

The drafting of a nation's constitution is a . .. :
d g of 2 " upheaval. This study digs into the subtle changes in

watershed moment 1n the history of its 1deology o . ) L
y 5> India's ideological fabric from the constitution's

creating the concepts that guide its journey through drafting to the present day, unraveling the delicate

time. With the adoption of the constitution
13
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threads that have weaved the tapestry of the nation's
ideas. As we consider the path from the drafting of
the Indian constitution to the present, Jawaharlal
Nehru's words ring true: "A moment comes, but
rarely in history, when we step out from the old to
the new, when an age ends. “In India, the evolution
of philosophy reflects this sentiment, with a
constant dance between tradition and progress.
The established
decades ago have stood the test of time, with

constitutional underpinnings
modifications and adaptations reflecting the spirit
of a dynamic and diverse nation. As India's
1deological growth 1s an ongoing narrative,
mtimately linked with its rich history and different
aspirations, echoes of the past continue to impact

the present, serving as a compass for the future.
Issues Raised

1.How does the Indian Constitution navigate

secularism to foster religious tolerance and

coexistence 1n its evolving framework?

2. In addressing socio-economic disparities, how
has the Constitution adapted to changing economic
landscapes, emphasizing socialist principles for the
welfare of all citizens?

3. Amidst challenges posed by authoritarian
governance, how does the Indian Constitution
safeguard democratic principles and individual
freedoms, providing resilience against tendencies
of authoritative rule?

1. Secularism

“Because I support Hindu Interests 1t does not
mean that I should temple on what I consider the
Just rights of another community -

Dr M.R Jayakar

Secularism 1s deeply engraved in Indian culture,
and 1t has become a classic example of beat to
diverse cultures across the world for its distinctive
laic characteristics. Several significant alternatives
in Indian culture include unity in diversity,
tolerance with universal acceptance, and mutual
respect for the diverse traditions of various

" Constitution of India Project, 'Debates on 17 Oct 1949'
(Constitution of India,) https://www.constitutionofindia.net/
debates/17-oct-1949/#135534.

religions. Our country's Constitution makes no
specific preference to religion as the official
The

constitution ensures

preamble of our country's
equality of status
opportunity, as well as freedom of opinion,

religion.
and

expression, belief, and un under Articles 29 to 30,
the constitution gives specific protection to
minorities, religious or linguistic groups to preserve
their language, script, or culture and to choose and
manage the institution of their own states that
actively oppose religion have enshrined in their
constitutions the fundamental right to freedom of

the

circumstances, and particularly the constitutional

religion.  Depending on sociocultural
philosophies of each nation, this freedom to

practice one's religion may manifest itself

differently in each one.

Our preamble of the Constitution adopted by
India on 26" November 1949 declared India as
"Sovereign Democratic Republic'. Till the 42nd
Amendment in 1976, the Constitution did not
contain the word "secular" although the spirit of
secularism was evident in the various provisions of
the Constitution. However, efforts were made 1n
Constituent Assembly to make a specific provision
of the concept of secularism in the Constitution.
Secularism 1s deeply embodied in Indian culture,
and 1t has become an example for other countries
for its unique secular dimensions. Some of the
unique features of Indian secularism include unity
i diversity, universal tolerance and acceptance,
and mutual respect for other religions. In this
Context Acharya J. B. Kripalani stated “We have
to respect each other’s faith. We have to respect it
as having an element of truth.”

Prior to 1976, the only place where the word
‘secular’ appeared in the Constitution was in the
expression ‘secular activity’ in CL (2)(a) of Article
25" which was by way of an exception to the
religious freedom guaranteed by the CL (1) of
Article 25." But the Constitution nowhere stated
that the provisions of the Constitution aim at the
establishment of the ‘secular state’. However, the
acts of the constitutional framers throughout the
Constituent Assembly discussion always made the

‘Constitution of India, art 25(2)(a)
‘Constitution of India, art 25(1)

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College



"secular’ nature of the Indian constitution evident.
For Example, One Day H.V Kamath moved an
amendment to start the preamble by, starting the
talks ““In the name of God”.' And Next day Pandit
Govind Malaviya passed same types of amendment
by saying “By the Grace of the Supreme Being,
called by

NAMES....uveeeenn.. ”. Also, he clarifies his statement by

Lord of the Universe, different
“We will not be referring to ‘God’ as such or to
anybody’s particular God because my amendment
says, “called by different names by different
peoples of the world".” Furthermore K.M Munshi
proclaimed that: "We are a people with deeply
religious moorings. At the same time, we have a
living tradition of religious tolerance - the result of
the broad outlook of Hinduism that all religions
lead to the same god...In view of this situation, our
state could not possibly have a state religion, nor
could a ngid line be drawn between the state and
the church as in the US”.' The Preamble's grounds
for amendment were given by Smt. Indira Gandhi
was the prime minister at the time. According to
her, the founding fathers of our nation wanted
Indian society to be socialist and secular. We are
doing this only now because they ought to be
mcluded in the Constitution. The Preamble should
serve as a reminder of this fact to the public, the
government, the court, and the world at large.”

The Constitution of India under Art. 25
unequivocally assures "Freedom of conscience and
free profession, practice and propagation of
religion." The scope of this article is very wide and
meaningful. Apart from so many other things, it
declares, "The State or the Government cannot aid
one religion or give preference to one religion as
against another. Therefore, it is obliged to be
absolutely secular in character. "A It means that in
India no particular religion will receive state
patronage. The right to freely proclaim, practice,
guaranteed by the

and spread religion 1s

‘Constitution of India Project, 'Debates on 17 Oct 1949'
(Constitution of India,)
https://www.constitutionofindia.net/debates/17-oct-
1949/#135394.

‘Constitution of India Project, 'Debates on 17 Oct 1949'
(Constitution of India,) https://www.constitutionofindia.net/
debates/17-oct-1949/#135469.

* Constitution of India Project, 'Debates on 27 Dec 1948
(Constitution of India,) https://www.constitutionofindia.net
/debates/27-dec-1948/#135842.
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constitution to every individual. As well as equal
freedom of conscience.

Also, Article. 25"declares 'freedom of religion'. It
guarantees freedom not only to the citizens of India
but, also to all persons including aliens. It deals
with particularly the individual aspect of religious
liberty, which 'consists of his freedom to choose a
particular faith he likes, to believe in and to
manifest his belief in such overt acts as are
prescribed by his religion. This right is further
supplemented by the freedom to practice and
propagate religion". The words "to profess and
practice" and the freedom of conscience were
widely accepted in the Constituent Assembly, but
some members opposed its inclusion. But the
overwhelming majority of members accepted it,
while KM, Munshi
remarked in the Assembly, "Even if the word were

describing  'propagate,’
not there, he assured, under the Freedom of
speech which the Constitution guarantees it will be
open to any religious community to persuade other
people to join their faith. So long as religion 1s
religion, conversion by free exercise of the
conscience has to be recognized. The Word
‘propagate 1n this clause 1s nothing very much out
of the way as some people think, nor is it fraught

» 12

with dangerous consequences”.

However, the administration has recently shown a
lack of commitment to the secularism that the
founders of the constitution believed in. The acts
of the present Indian government, the BJP, which
1s in power now, make it more obvious. Both their
actions and their intellectual theories are manifestly
in odds with the secularist philosophy. In 2019 the
parhament passed the Citizenship Amendment
Bill 2019, where there was an explicit nature of
discrimination for the inclusion of Muslims. One
of the provisions of the CAA stated that “For
migrants belonging to the Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist,

" Aishwarya Adit, 'Analysis of Right to Religion and Secularism
in India' (2022) http://gnanaganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/
123456789/534/1/Aishwarya9%20Aditi.pdf.

* Constitution of India, art 25

* Constituent Assembly Debates, VII.

" Supra note 1

"Shefali Jha, 'Secularism in the Constituent Assembly Debates,
1946-1950" (2002) 37(30) Economic and Political Weekly
3175-3180 http://www,jstor.org/stable/4412419.

“* K. M. Munshi, Indian Constitutional Documents, Vol 1
(Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 1967) 309
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Jamn, Parsi, or Chrsttan communities In
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and Pakistan, the CAA
reduces their qualifying length of residency in India
before being eligible for Indian citizenship from
“not less than eleven years” to “not less than five
years.”" It is clear discrimination based on religion.
In this aspect the Office
of the United Nations
High Commissioner for
Human Rights called the

ingredients of the basic structure”. And this part
doesn't come under the ambit of Article 368" of the
Indian constitution for the amendment. This is
how the Indian judiciary upholds the Indian
Constitution's secularism doctrine.

The Indian Constitution's guarantee of religious

freedom closely aligns
with international norms
regarding fundamental

human nghts. The state

law “fundamentally o .
L . maintains the right to set
discriminatory. In bl o
reasonable restrictions,
February 2020, UN
thus the laws are not
Secretary-General bsol Th
) ) absolute. e
Antonio Guterres said o
Constitution  guarantees
he was concerned about . .
that the freedom of

the future of religious
minorities in India after
the enactment of the
citizenship amendment
law, saying “there 1s a risk

4

of statelessness.

Despite this, the Indian judiciary consistently
strives to uphold the principles of the constitution
by providing clarifications. Honorable Supreme
Court of India has ruled in Bal Patil and Anr. v.
Union of India" that the State has no religion and
the State must treat all religions and religious
people equally and with equal respect without in
any manner interfering with their rights of religion,
faith, and worship. Furthermore, In the
Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (AIR 1973
SC1461)° the Supreme Court held that secularism
was a part of the basic structure of the Constitution.
Chief Justice Sikri said that the secular character of
the Constitution was the essence of it. Justice M.
Shelet and Justice Grover stated that the secular
and federal nature of the Constitution was the main

" PRS India, 'Explainer: Citizenship Amendment Bill 2019'
https://prsindia.org/theprsblog/explainer-citizenship-
amendment-bill-2019.

" Human Rights Watch, 'Shoot the Traitors: Discrimination
Against Muslims Under India's New Citizenship Policy' (10
April  2020)  https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/04/10/shoot-
traitors/discrimination-against-muslims-under-indias-new-
citizenship-policy.

" Bal Patil &Anr vs Union Of India &Ors [2005] Appeal (civil)
4730 of 1999 (Supreme Court of India)

“Kesavananda Bharati vs State Of Kerala And Anr [1973]
Writ Petition (civil) 135 of 1970 (Supreme Court of India).

X 32
* D
gl

religion of one individual
does not interfere with
the nights of others, while
also effectively protecting
the

minorities. Secularism in Indian contexts 1s not the

mterests of
same as the Western ones from where it originated.
It 1s nearly impossible to separate religion and state
mn the
conclusion. of Atal Bihari Vajpayee stating that “If

m India. I want to address a quote

India is not secular, then India is not India at all.””
2. Socialism

“Democracy needs to be extended from the
political to the economic and social spheres and
that, if socialism does not mean that, then it
means nothing at all”-Mr. M.R Masanr”

The political system i India is devoted to
By
mdividuals and guaranteeing political equality for

socialism. establishing equality between

all, 1t places a strong emphasis on the welfare of the

" Legal Service India, 'Secularism in India: Judicial and
Constitutional Perspective'
https://www.legalserviceindia.com/legal/article-6954-
secularism-in-india-judicial-and-constitutional-
perspective.html.

" Constitution of India, art 368.

" [Archive PMOJ, ' Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
urges: Speeches https://archivepmo.nic.in/abv/speech-
details.php?nodeid=9021

* Constitution of India Project, 'Debates on 17 Dec 1946
(Constitution  of  India, accessed [Access Datel)
https://www.constitutionofindia.net/debates/17-dec-
1946/#133475.
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people. The preamble and goals of the Indian
constitution embody socialism, which is a system of
economy that aims to promote economic equality
and 1s driven by the 1dea of social justice.
Socialism's primary goal 1s to avoid the exploitation
of the populace and advance the lofty goal of a
welfare state by essentially enabling the state to
establish its ownership over the industries. The
only way to completely remove and do away with
the distinction between the rich and the poor is
through socialism. Socialism encourages the 1dea
of nationalization. A political movement known as
Indian Socialism was established at the beginning
of the 20th century as a part of a larger effort to free
India from British domination.

The Indian Constitution presents a detailed
perspective on socialism through its articles. It
provided a comprehensive understanding of the
Fundamental Rights in Part ITI, which is important
for the Equal Justice of all people.”Social and
economic justice are the pillars of Socialism that's
why the framers of the Constitution inserted
Directive Principles of State Policies(DPSP) in the
IV parts of the Constitution.”The word socialism
was added to the Preamble of the Indian
Constitution by  the 42"  Constitutional
Amendment Act 1976.”

The Framers of the Indian Constitution hold the
same view about socialism. K.7" Shah one of the
prominent members of the constituent assembly
stated that “By the term ‘socialist’ I may assure my
friends here that what 1s implied or conveyed by
this amendment 1s a state in which equal justice and
equal opportunity for everybody is assured, in
which everyone 1s expected to contribute by his
labor, by his ntelligence, and by his work all that
he can to the maximum capacity, and everyone
would be assured of getting all that he needs and all
that he wants for maintaining a decent civilized
standard of existence”.”’And along with this while
replying to K.'T Shah, B.R Ambedkar stated that "If
my honorable friend were to read the Articles

* Constitution of India, Part II1.

* Constitution of India, Part IV, arts 36-51.

* The Constitution (Forty-Second Amendment) Act, 1976
(Act 42 of 1976).

* Constitution of India Project, 'Debates on 15 Nov 1948
(Constitution  of  India)https://www.constitutionofindia.net/
debates/15-nov-1948/#101346.
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contained in Part IV, he will find that both the
Legislature as well as the Executive have been
placed by this Constitution under certain definite
obligations as to the form of their policy. Now, to
read only Article 31, which deals with this matter:
It says:

“The State shall, in particular, direct its policy
towards securing —

(1) that the citizens, men, and women equally, have
the right to an adequate means of livelihood.

(1) that the ownership and control of the material
resources of the community are so distributed as
best to sub-serve the common good.

(111) that the operation of the economic system does
not result in the concentration of wealth and means
of production to the common detriment;

(iv) that there 1s equal pay for equal work for both

» 25

men and women;....”.

Furthermore, while describing Socialism  with

democracy Mr. M.R  Masani compared
Democracy with the French revaluation and
mentioned that “We know that French

Revaluation was made in the name of the fratermty
but, towards the end of that resolution, a cynic
remarked-“When I saw what men did in the name
of fraternity, I resolved if I had a brother to call him
cousin!”.26By saying all of this, he 1s only trying to
make the point that democracy 1s nothing at all by
itself without socialism.

The developing nature of socialism 1s evident in the
various economic policies implemented by various
their tenure. Three time
1991-2005, and 2014-
present—can be used to categorize it.

governments over

periods—before 1991,

(Betfore 1991), the Industrial Policy of 1948 of the
Government of India there was no element of
All the

industries were categorized into three heads: - (1)
Public Sector; (2) Public - Cum-Private; (3) Private.

soclalism 1n the field of industries.

? Constitution of India Project, 'Debates on 15 Nov 1948'
(Constitution  of  India)https://www.constitutionofindia.net
/debates/15-nov-1948/#101350.
* Constitution of India Project, 'Debates on 17 Dec 1946'
(Constitution of India) https://www.constitutionofindia.net/
debates/17-dec-1946/#133475.
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Public Sector industries included the manufacture
of arms and ammunition, atomic energy and
railways, which had been owned by the State at that
time, and the Private Sector would have hardly any
'Interest in them.” But in the Industrial Policy of
1956 the government amended the previous policy
and for the establishment of a socialist from of
society, added several things in Public Sectors such
as 1ron and steel, coal, mineral oils, iron ore, and
other important minerals like copper, lead, and

8

zinc, etc.” The State is progressively getting
mvolved 1n the industrial sector. In the First Plan,
mvestment in the Public Sector was 52.196 whereas
it was 47.9% in the Private Sector. Investment in
the Public Sector increased to 64.6% and in the

Private, it decreased to 35.4% in the third Plan.”

Furthermore, the government abolished the
“Zamindari’ by the Zamindar1 Abolition Act of
1956."

Mrs. Indira Gandhi's administration witnessed a
rise 1n the role of the State in several areas because
of a policy that had a stronger predisposition
the
nationalization of banks and a sizable number of

of

Exchange

toward collecivism and resulted In

commerce, and other

Both the
Regulation Act and the Monopolies Restrictive
Trade Practices Act were passed in 1973.” The
food situation 1mproved as a result of the
the
Revolution. Food security and the reduction of

businesses, means

production.” Foreign

agricultural  sector 1mplementing Green

poverty were made possible by the concentrated

mtroduction of the High Yield Variety (HYV)
seed, fertilizer, and other input packages.

In the Phase (1991-2005), India faced a massive

economic reform and structural adjustment

7J. R. De, 'Democratic Socialism in India' (1965) 26(4) The

Indian Journal of Political Science 84-90
http://www jstor.org/stable/41854091.
» ‘EVOLUTION OF INDUSTRIAL POLICY’

https://egyankosh.ac.in/bitstream/123456789/64388/2/Unit-
11.pdf.

“ N. A. Sarma, 'Economic Development in India: The First
and the Second Five Year Plans' (1958) IMF Stafl’ Papers
1958(001) A002 https://doi.org/10.5089/9781
451949636.024.A002 (accessed 19 Dec 2023)

* Zamindari Abolition Act 1956

" |Government of India], THE NATIONALISED BANKS
(MANAGEMENT AND MISCELLANEOUS
PROVISIONS) SCHEME, 1970

because of the crises before 1991. These changes
increased the role of privatization, liberalized the
Indian economy, and allowed foreign mvestment.
Critics of this program noted that it went against the
objectives and aims of our Constitution, which
were stated in the Preamble and specifically
referenced socialism with the 42"Amendment. In
this liberal phase firstly, it abolished the License Raj
by removing licensing restrictions for all industries
except for 18 that "related to security and strategic
concerns, social reasons, problems related to safety
and overriding environmental issues.".” Secondly
To incentivize foreign investment, it laid out a plan
to pre-approve all investment up to 51% foreign
equity participation, allowing foreign companies to
bring modern technology and industrial
development.” Thirdly proposed to dismantle
public monopolies by floating shares of public
sector companies and limiting public sector growth
to essential infrastructure, goods and services,
mineral exploration, and defense manufacturing.”
These are allagainstthe 1deology of constitutional
framers.

Right Now, in the Stage of (2014-To present) the
Socialist Ideology changed holistically, in 2016
Prime Minister Narendra Modi introduced Startup
India boost startup talent in India by providing tax
exemptions with the condition. And because of
that right now as of 03rd October 2023, India 1s
home to 111 unicorns with a total valuation of
$349.67 Bellion.” The main change brought by
Mr. Modi's government is the privatization of
different Public Sector Units (PSU). For example,
Air India 1s handed over to Tata Group.
Furthermore,the IRCTC-operated Lucknow-to-

https://the.nic.in/Central%20Governmental%20Schemes/Nati
onalised%20Banks%20Scheme%201970.pdf.

* Government Of India, "The Foreign Exchange Regulation
Act 1970, https://www.indiacode.nic.in/repealed-
act/repealed_act_documents/A1973-46.pdf.

" A. N. Verma, ‘Statement on Industrial Policy' (India,
Ministry of Industry 1991) (New Delhi: Government of India)
" Rakesh Mohan, India Transformed: Twenty-Five Years of
Economic Reforms (2018)

* Sunil Mani and M. Vijaya Bhaskar, 'A Curmudgeon’s Guide
to Economic Reforms in India’s Manufacturing Sector' (1998)

33(b1)  Economic and Political Jeekly  3257-3272
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4407495.
* Invest  India, 'Indian Unicorn Landscape'

https://www.investindia.gov.in/indian-unicorn-landscape
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New Delhi Tejas express train.”It was an attempt
for the privatization of the Lifeline of Indian
Peoples. Also, the leading airports of India are
rutting through a PPP model. These all things are
against of the Socialist nature of Constitution of
India.

In the end, we can say that the vision of the Indian
Constitution was to establish an egalitarian social
order. For that, the Constitution has provided the
legal and situational safeguards to secure both
formal and substantive socio-economic equality. It
has led to an interventionist Indian state to bring
about this change. But the challenge lies in the
socio-cultural sphere, that i1s how to establish
cultural justice so that the disadvantaged sections
enjoy equal status in the socio-cultural sphere after
all the steps taken to bring about economic
modernization. Secondly, the biggest challenge 1s
to how to move away from a cattiest identity to an
Indian Identity.”

3. Authoritarian Government

An authoritarian government 1s characterized by a
powerful central authority that 1s usually held by
one person or a small group and has a
disproportionate amount of power. Such a system
frequently has a top-down decision-making
process, limited civil liberties, and limited political
pluralism. Throughout history, authoritarian
regimes have taken on diverse forms, ranging from
modern dictatorships to absolute monarchies.
Provided the meeting 1s called at shorter notice if
the focus 1s on discipline, oversight, and deference
to authority. The political, social, and economic
landscapes are shaped by the state, frequently at the
price of individual liberties. Maharaja Ganga Singh
of Bikaner while returning from the first session of

the Imperial War Cabinet in May 1917, the

” Times Of India India moving from a mixed economy to a
capitalistic?

2023, https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/readersblog/
maternitybenefitactboonandbaneforthenation/is-india-
moving-from-a-mixed-economy-to-a-capitalist-ecconomy-
55279/

* Shukla, S. (2013). SOCIAL JUSTICE IN INDIA:
CONSTITUTIONAL VISION AND THEREAFTER. 7he
Indian  Journal of Political Science, 742), 357-368.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/24701121
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“The actions of the political parties in
power demonstrate the governments

authoritarianism.”

maharaja resolutely declared: “Self-government 1s
the government of the people; that is democracy,
as opposed to autocracy.” His argument was
simple. “Step after step has been taken and 1s being
taken by the British Government which tends
towards the same end.””My argument, with the
benefit of hindsight, 1s simpler still. Step after step
has been and 1s being taken that tends toward the
opposite end: an 1inevitable authoritarianism
interspersed with democracy.”" Even the founding
figures of Indian democracy could see, given the
burdens of history and the challenges of
establishing the incipient republic, the necessity of
some level of authoritarianism in the constitution

(21d()pt€d n 19449) that would bI‘iIlg it into being. 1943

The application of authoritarian pro-visions to
circumstances other than national emergencies 1s
specifically and pre-emptively allowed for in the
At least three of these
provisions are broad enough to alter the way the

Indian constitution.

constitution balances the authority of those in
power in Delhi with the right of citizens to choose
whether or not to accept or reject their leaders. The
most comprehensive of various authorizations for
the central suppression of state self-government 1s
Article 356." It should be noted that this is
completely extra to the emergency power.

The actions of the political parties in power
authoritarianism  of  the
Indra  Gandhi's
presidency, she made many decisions that are

demonstrate  the

government.  Throughout

blatant examples of autocratic rule. The Shah
Commuission Report serves as proof of her

“Maharaja Ganga Singh to Austin Chamberlain, 15 May 1917
(Copy), Royal Archives, PS/PSO/GV/MAIN/15906
“Tripurdaman Singh, Sixteen Stormy Days: The Story of the
First Amendment to the Constitution of India (New Delhi:
Penguin, 2020; London: Bloomsbury, forthcoming 2024).
"T'ripurdaman Singh, 'How India’s Founding Fathers Built an
Eastminster Democracy, Times of India, 22 January 2022
“Singh, “How India’s Founding Fathers Built an Eastminster
Democracy.”

“Tripurdaman Singh, The Authoritarian Roots Of India’s
DemocracyTitle of the Article' https://journalofdemocracy.
org/articles/the-authoritarian-roots-of-Indias-democracy/

" Constitution of India, art 356

0@9@1@{ HOMNO S


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/readersblog/%20maternitybenefitactboonandbaneforthenation/is-india-moving-from-a-mixed-economy-to-a-capitalist-economy-55279/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/readersblog/%20maternitybenefitactboonandbaneforthenation/is-india-moving-from-a-mixed-economy-to-a-capitalist-economy-55279/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/readersblog/%20maternitybenefitactboonandbaneforthenation/is-india-moving-from-a-mixed-economy-to-a-capitalist-economy-55279/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/readersblog/%20maternitybenefitactboonandbaneforthenation/is-india-moving-from-a-mixed-economy-to-a-capitalist-economy-55279/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/24701121

Torttort Eﬂﬁ:ﬁé

Fortior1 Reflecto Volume 2, 2025

autocratic control.” All uses of the Emergency
clauses were demonstrated by Indira Gandhi. One
minor use she made of Emergency powers
demonstrates how far the potential uses of these
clauses are from saving the nation from a grave
threat to its security. Mrs. Gandhi successfully
advocated for a constitutional amendment to be
passed by the restrained Parliament of the
Emergency that would have moved the ongoing
case agamnst her from the regular courts—at the
time, the Supreme Court was hearing her appeal—
to a special tribunal that would be selected by the
“ It would seem that the constitution had
been made flexible enough to accommodate both
political and  the

president.

a  developing nation

transformation of soclety by government action.”
Before the Emergency, however, the nation was
made conscious of a remarkable disparity in the
Constitution through the judicial review process. In
the I.C Golak Nath V State of Punjab (1967)"the
Honorable Supreme Court of India ruled that the
fundamental nghts i the constitution, including
the right to property, were immutable they are
beyond the scope of the amending power of the

" Shah Commission of Inquiry, Interim Report, Vols. 1, 2
(New Delhi: Controller of Publications, 1978), vol. 1, pp. 17-
32

“ The Constitution (Thirty-NinthAmendment) Act, 1975,
available at http:/india.gov.in/govt/documents/amendment/
amend39.htm

" Austin, Indian Constitution, pp. 255-261, 262-264

* 1. C. Geolocators vs State Of Punjab &Anrs., [1967] AIR
1643, [1967] SCR (2) 762 (Supreme Court of India).

“ Supra note 2.

" The Constitution (Ninety-Ninth Amendment) Act,2014

_‘1 .
S Y

Parliament. That line of Court precedents was now
Bharat 'V
UOL"Parliament, in turn, increasingly expanded

overruled i Kesavananda
the scope of its amending power to declare the
mutability of the bill of rights, to restrict its
provisions, or to remove entire lists of state laws
from judicial review. In the meantime, a fiercely
divided group of attorneys and Supreme Court
jJustices had resorted to a last line of defence to
preserve the rights they believed were in jeopardy.
They had taken on the task of outlining the
"fundamental characteristics" of the constitution
that would fall outside the purview of amending
clauses. Undoubtedly, the assignment was more
appropriate for a constitutional convention.

e
Furthermore, In 2014,

parliament brought the
99" Constitutional
Amendment Act”
along with the National
Judicial Appointments
v 4 Commission Act, 2014
:..“‘/..4 (NJAC  Act)”  the
- s replace the prevailing

A collegium system used

v
-
= \ the National Judicial
Appointments
Committee (NJAC). The NJAC was composed of
the Union Minister for Law and Justice, two
distinguished individuals, the Chief Justice of India,
and the next two most senior Supreme Court
judges. The Chiefl Justice of India and a forum
consisting of the four most senior Supreme Court
Justices comprised the collegtum that the NJAC
intended to replace.”The Honorable Supreme
Court declared it unconstitutional.”

for making

appointments to the
higher judiciary with

" National Judicial Appointments Commission Act, 2014
(NJAC Act)

*Supreme Court Advocates-on-record Association .vs. Union
of India https://privacylibrary.ccgnlud.org/case/supreme-
court-advocates-on-record-assn-vs-union-of-india.

“National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) Case:
The Supreme Court of India.https://primelegal.in/2022/
11/29/nationaljudicial-appointments-commission-njac-case-
the-supreme-court-of-india/.
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This 1s how the government attempted to violate
the fundamental principles of the Constitution for
its own gain by enacting laws that were hostile to the
Judiciary due to its authoritarian tendencies. since
the judiciary is the branch that has the power to
check authoritarian rule.

Conclusion

In the end, the dynamic growth of the Indian
Constitution as viewed through the prisms of
socialism, secularism, and reactions against
authoritarian rule demonstrates a strong legal
system that adapts to the changing needs and
aspirations of society. The goal of the framers 1s
made clear as we proceed through the
constitutional odyssey: it 1s a living ag It becomes

clear as we work our way through the constitutional
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journey that the framers' vision 1s more than just a
legal instrument; it 1s a living agreement that gives
democracy, justice, and equality life. The concepts
of socialism and secularism have molded the
nation's

socio-political  landscape, but the

constitutional ~ responses  to  authoritarian
administration are evidence of the ongoing
commitment to preserving democratic norms. In
addition to serving as a roadmap through the maze
of governance, the Indian Constitution continues
to be a beacon of hope for a day when the 1deals of
an equitable and inclusive society will flourish. Not
only do legal statutes reside inside its pages, but also
the collective pulse of a nation, reflecting the hopes
and dreams of a people bound together by the

unwavering prospect of an even better union.
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A Study of the Secessionist Movement by
the ULFA m Assam
Dr. Nitul Gogol
Former DGP, Govt. of Assam
Introduction

North-East India, home to several scores of tribal
families speaking multitudes of languages is also
home to the highest concentration of “recognized”
terrorist outfits, unparalleled to any part of the
world. It is so complex to understand the nature of
North  East
organization that the Indian administrators found it

India’s  society and political
more suitable to continue the colonial practice of
“Inner-Line-Regulations” as a  matter of

administrative “wisdom” and a “fait accompli”.

Insurgency 1s “an armed rebellion against a
constituted authority when those taking part in the
rebellion are not recognized as belligerents”. The
nature of msurgencies 1s filled with ambiguity; not
all rebellions are insurgencies. There have been
many cases of non-violent rebellions, and civil
resistance, including the recent FEgyptian
Revolution of 2011 which ousted the Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak. Terrorism refers to any
strategy  of using violence, social threats, or
coordinated attacks, in order to generate fear,
cause disruption, and ultmately bring about
compliance with specified political, religious, or
1deological demands.

Lately, the entire discourse on terrorism of North
East India has seen a shift in the general vocabulary
from “Insurgency” to “Terrorism”- portraying a
gradual shift in the strengthening of state formation,
democracy and not -so- obvious connotation of
immigration of people from outside the North Fast
and their rise to commanding position of local
economies. An impression 1s set that no longer
“Insurgencies” exist rather only “terrorists” do
2017; Towards a
the Nature of
Terrorism and Insurgency in North East India).

(Rahman and Islam new

Approach i Understanding

Since 1947, India’s North EFast has been facing
Insurgency 1s a post-
Most  of the
msurgencies are ethnocentric in North East India.

msurgency problems.

mdependence  phenomenon.
Insurgency movement of an ethnic group is an
extreme form of ethno- political upsurge. The root
cause of these msurgencies lies in the nature of
nation state formation. The policy makers seemed
to be ignorant of the sentiment of the People of
North East India. These types of insurgencies give
much importance to their own ethnic groups. They
believe that they are suffering under Indian
hegemony.

The msurgent groups in the North East, viz. NSCN
m Nagaland, UNLF, PLA Prepak, PULF etc. in
Manipur, ULFA, NDFB in Assam are interfering
m the process of democracy and national
mtegration. The killing of mnocent people by the
extreme form of ethno-political movement 1s
unacceptable. Since the rise of ULFA, the outfit
has not allowed the people to participate in the
Independence Day and Republic Day celebration

of India freely. (Gogoi, 2017).

The ULFA has grown out of mass movements over
the illegal migrants from Bangladesh issue starting
m 1979. The ULFA has been committing
msurgent acts with their avowed objective of
seceding a part of India and forming an
Independent Assam. The mmpact of ULFA’s
Insurgency activities on  Assamese  soclety
development and politics in the state 1s deep, wide
and complex. Public psyche 1s deeply counted and
twisted. A fear of psychosis and a great sense of
msecurity became pervasive due to frequent cases
of kidnapping, killing, intimidation and extortion.
Frequent violation of human rights takes place at
the hands of the insurgents as well as the security
force. Insurgency makes a negative impact on the
social, economic and political perspective of a state.
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Insurgency also contributes to the Increasing
unemployment problems. Imitially, the ULFA
succeeded in spreading fear among the masses. At
its nascent stage, ULFA had carved a Robin Hood
1mmage by concentrating on eradicating soclal evils
like banning liquor, helping villagers construct
roads and bridges, etc. In 1986, the ULFA
developed its first contact with the Kachin
(KIA) and NSCN m

Myanmar for traming its recruits and procuring

Independence Army

armis.

Tinsukia 1s an industrial town. It is situated 480
kilometers (298 mi) northeast of Guwahati and 84
kilometers (52 mi) away from the border with

Fortior1 Reflecto, Volume 2, 2025

Changmai Pathar. It was the capital of the Motok
kingdom which was founded by Swargadeo
Sarbananda Singha. Swargadeo Sarbananda
Singha, known as Mezara, was a member of the
erstwhile Chutia royal family and rose to become
an able administrator. Mezara adopted the name
Sarbananda Singha after he became the king.
Swargadeo Sarbananda Singha introduced coins in
his name and in Saka 1716 and 1717, he inscribed
the title Swargadeo in the coins. According to the
2011 census, Tinsukia had a population of
126,389. Males constituted 55% of the population
and females 45%. Tinsukia had an average literacy
rate of 70.159, higher than the national average of
64.84%; male literacy was 77.89%, and female

Arunachal Pra('lesh. Tlnsuk.l;.i is the siteof literacy was 63.549%. 13.29% of the population was
Bengmara, which was originally known as .
under 6 years of age.

Category of Respondents

Category of Respondents Number of Respondents

Police Officers 09

Academicians 12

Journalists 13

ULFA 16

Villagers 21

1. Lakhipathar (7)

2. Saraipung (7)

3. Laopati (7)

Total 71
Conclusion ethnic communities

from the rest of India.

Underdeveloped The encroachment of
economy: o land and Culture by the
Underdeveloped immigrant  population
economy left the state N also posed a threat to the
underdeveloped n M AR e vistence of the

terms of infrastructure,
employment, and basic

MEGHALAYA

BARAK VALLEY

amenities till late Reeron
. . . BANGLADESH

nineties. Because of this, o
a section of the youth e

saw a ray of hope in the
revolutionary acts of ULFA. This led a section of
youth to join the organization.

Mass mfiltraion and resultant alienation: Mass
mfltration both from the neighboring Bangladesh
and mainland India resulted in the alienation of the

Dr. R.K.B. Law College

indigenous people of the
- state and Section youths
s took up arms.

il Social and monetary

benefits: The Robin
Hood image of the cadres of the outfit in the rural
areas attracted the local youths to join the
organization. Moreover, the money earned by the
leaders/cadres of the outfit through extortion from
businessmen lured some youths towards easy
earrings.
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Impact of Unethical Dress of Advocates in the Context of the
Advocate's Act, 1961: A Challenge to Professional Ethics

Dr. Manomita Paul

Assistant Professor

Introduction
The legal profession 1s
tradiionally  considered a

noble profession, rooted in the
values of justice, equality, and
mtegrity. One of the critical
aspects that contribute to this
nobility 1s the code of ethics
that governs the behavior and
This

code extends beyond mere

conduct of advocates.
legal knowledge and practice; it
encompasses the demeanor,
behavior, and appearance of
the advocate.

The dress code, as outlined under the Act, aims to
mstill professionalism, create uniformity, and
emphasize the solemnity of the profession.
However, in recent times, there has been a growing
concern about the impact of deviations from this
dress code and whether such deviations are

undermining the ethical standards of advocates.

The Importance of the Advocate's Dress Code and
legal framework

The dress code for advocates is not a mere
formality but a symbol of the dignity and respect
associated with the legal profession. Historically,
the black and white attire worn by advocates is a
legacy of British colonial rule. Over time, it has
evolved into a symbol of neutrality,
professionalism, and integrity. The Advocates Act,
1961, and the Bar Council of India Rules clearly
prescribe a specific dress code for advocates

appearing in court.

According to the Advocate Act, 1961 & Bar
Council of India Rules, advocates must wear a
"black coat, white shirt, and white bands" when
appearing before any court or tribunal.

The rationale behind this uniform i1s multifaceted.

First, it promotes uniformity among advocates,

creating a sense of equality regardless of

background or status.

Second, it symbolizes the solemnity and gravity of
the legal profession.

The black attire conveys a sense of dignity and
neutralty, while the white symbolizes purity and
truth. Adhering to this dress code is not only a
matter of compliance with the law but also an
ethical obligation to uphold the honor and respect
of the profession.

Unethical Dress: A Growing Concern

In recent years, the adherence to the prescribed
dress code has become increasingly lax among
advocates, raising questions about the ethical
mmplications of this trend. Some advocates choose
to wear modified versions of the dress code, while
others disregard certain elements altogether. There
are reports of advocates appearing in court with
casual attire under their gowns, improper footwear,
or without the prescribed black coat. This trend
towards "unethical dressing" reflects a disregard for
the traditional values of the profession.

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College



The Impact of Unethical Dress on Professional
Ethics

The increasing prevalence of unethical dressing
raises several ethical concerns:

1. Undermining Professionalism: The prescribed
dress code for advocates 1s a key component of
their professional identity. When advocates deviate
from this code, they risk undermining the
professionalism of their role. Courts are spaces
where legal matters are addressed with seriousness
and decorum. Casual or improper dress conveys a
lack of respect for the court and its processes,

dimiishing the advocate's professional standing.

2. Loss of Dignity and Respect: The legal
profession demands respect from the public, the
Judiciary, and clients. When advocates appear in
court without adhering to the dress code, it reflects
poorly on their commitment to upholding the
values of the profession. Clients may question the
competence and seriousness of advocates who do
not respect the basic tenets of their profession.

3. Erosion of Equality and Uniformity: The dress
code for advocates promotes a sense of equality, as
all advocates are expected to dress mn a uniform
manner, urrespective of their social or economic
status. This uniformity fosters an environment
where advocates are judged based on their
abilities than their

knowledge and rather

appearance.

4. Lack of Respect for Tradition: The dress code
1s a symbol of the rich traditions of the legal
profession. By disregarding these traditions,
advocates may be seen as undermining the values
that have been passed down through generations.
While some traditions may need to evolve with
time, the manner in which these changes are made
should reflect a respect for the history and values

of the profession.

The
courtroom 1s a place where legal disputes are

5. Impact on Courtroom Decorum:
resolved with seriousness and solemnity. The attire

of advocates contributes to maintaining the
decorum of the courtroom. Unethical dressing can
disrupt the seriousness of legal proceedings,

leading to a more casual and informal atmosphere

Dr. R.K.B. Law College
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that may not be conducive to the dispensation of
Justice.

Conclusion: Does Unethical Dressing Hamper
Professional Ethics?

The question of whether unethical dressing
hampers professional ethics 1s a complex one. On
the one hand, the legal profession is evolving, and
some may argue that the dress code should evolve
with it. However, the dress code 1s not just a
superficial aspect of the profession; it 1s deeply tied
to the values and ethics that advocates are expected
to uphold

In conclusion, the prescribed dress code under the
Advocates Act, 1961, remains a vital aspect of the
ethical framework governing advocates. Any move
towards modernization must be carefully balanced
with the need to preserve the ethical values that
have long defined the legal profession.

r—'

About Advocates Act

Snippets

R

[ Unified Legal Profession - The Act established a
single category of legal practitioners called
"Advocates" in India.

[ Bar Council of India (BCI) - It created the Bar
Council of India (BCI) as the supreme regulatory
body for advocates.

[ State Bar Councils - Fach state has its own State
Bar Council (SBC) to regulate lawyers at the state
level.

[ Right to Practice - It grants advocates the
exclusive right to practice law before courts and
tribunals in India.

[ Professional Ethics - The BCI enforces a Code
of Conduct that all advocates must follow to
maintain professional ethics.

[ Advocates-on-Record (AOR) - Only specially
qualified advocates can be Advocates-on-Record in
the Supreme Court of India.

[ Disciplinary Powers - The Bar Councils have the
authority to suspend or disqualify advocates for
misconduct.

0 Legal Education Oversight - The BCI controls
legal education standards and approves law colleges
in India.

[ Foreign Lawyers & Firms - The Act restricts
foreign lawyers from practicing in Indian courts
unless permitted by the BCI.

0 Amendments for Modernization - The Act has
been amended several times, including to regulate
advertising by lawyers and online legal services.
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Legal Regime for Protection of Start-ups under IPR Laws

Dr. Gautomi Dutta
Principal
Dr. R. K. B. Law College

A start-up 1s a young company funded by one or
more entrepreneurs to develop a unique mnovative
product or service and bring it to market.
According to the Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPII'T), an entity can
be termed a Start-up if it fulfils the following

conditions:

1. The entity 1s within 10 years since its
Incorporation.

2. It needs to be mcorporated as a Private
Limited Company or Partnership Firm or
Limited Liability Partnership.

3. Turnover should not exceed Rs.100 crore
In any given year.

4. The entity 1s working toward innovation,

development or improvement of products,
processes, or services or if it 1s a scalable
business model with high potential of
generation wealth

employment or

creation.

However, an entity formed by spliting up or
reconstructing an existing business shall not be
considered as ‘Start-up”

Intellectual Property of a Start-up

A Start-up 1s an entity that works with some
mnovation, which may be for the development or
improvement of some product, process, or service.
It 1s associated with something new that provides a
solution to an unsolved problem with the potential
for a significant business opportunity. For example
“Red Bus” provides us with an online platform for
booking Bus tickets. The concept of “Red Bus”
was a solution to a problem faced by one of its co-
founders Phannindra Sama that came to his mind,
when Sama could not find a bus ticket to his
hometown for Diwali in 2005.

So, a start-up 1s connected with some innovation,
which 1s connected with the application of mind,
Such
“Intellectual Property” of the Start-up. Therefore,

mtellectual skill, etc. mnovation 1s the

26

Intellectual
Property should be protected under the IPR laws;

it needs legal protection.  Such
otherwise, anyone else may claim ownership over
the imnnovation. IP protection enables Start-ups to
preserve and exercise unique and differentiated
product or service offerings in the competitive
marketplace.

Legal Frameworks for Start-ups

Different IPR Laws on Patents, Trademarks,
Copyrights, Trade -Secrets, Design Rights, etc
provide protections for protecting the IPs of
Startups
protection from

under such laws. It ensures legal
the unauthorized wuse and

reproduction of ideas and inventions.

Patent: Patent is the grant of privilege to the first
mventor made by the Govt through an instrument.
As per the Patent Act 1970 Patent 1s granted by the
govt. for an mvention of a new product or process
mvolving an inventive step and capable of industrial
application. Patents protect inventions and
technical solutions for a period of 20 years. To
acquire such protection, the invention must be
novel, non-obvious, and has industrial application.
Under the Patent Act 1970, if the subject matter of
the patent 1s a product, the patentee has the
exclusive right to prevent third parties from
making, using, or offering for sale, selling, or
mmporting those products into India, without his
consent; and where it 1s a process to prevent third
parties from using the process, offering for sale or
importing for those purposes the product obtained

directly by that process in India.

So, patents can protect start-ups in the following
ways:

1. The Start-ups by obtaining patents can
prevent competitors from copying their
mventions and works and thus can secure

a unique market position.
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2. A patent 1s a valuable IP. Acquisition of a

Patent by a Start-up reflects its
commitment to mnovation and it attracts

prospective nvestors.

3. Patent provides an additional source of
revenue generation to any Start-up by
allowing voluntary licensing agreements
with other parties.

Trademark: A trademark may be a word, phrase,
symbol, or design. Trademark protects the brand
identity for a period of ten years and it can be
renewed ndefinitely on payment of an additional
fee. Trademark helps in identifying the source of
goods as originating from a single source for all
products. It maintains that goods of the same
trademark are of equal quality. So registering the
Trademark of a Start-up under the Trade Mark
Act, 1999 may help in the following ways:

1. Trademark helps in bulding brand

recognition and loyalty to customers.

2. Trade marks can provide legal recourse
against the unauthorized use of the brand,
protecting the start-up's reputation and
market share.

3. Trademarks
differentiate their products or services in

enable start-ups to
the marketplace, making them easily
identifiable to consumers.

Copyright: Copyright protects the original
work of the authorship, such as software code,
literacy work, music, and artwork. Copyright
laws protect Start-up in the following ways:

1. Copyright safeguards the Start-up creative
output from being copied or used without
permission.

2. Copyrighted materials can be licensed or
sold, providing a potential source of
Income.

3. Copyrighted content adds value to any
start-up portfolio making it more attractive
to investors and partners.

Trade Secrets:

Trade
development and profitability in the market. Trade

secrets are essential for maintaining
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Secrets protect the confidential information of any
Start-up which give a competitive advantage to any
mcludes

business over other businesses. It

commercial  secrets, manufacturing secrets,
formulas or recipes, product designs or patterns,
customer lists, marketing strategies, pricing
schedules, etc. which are not generally ascertained
by other competitors. Though the Govt. of India
has not enacted any specific legislation for the
protection of these particular IPs, they are
protected under the provisions of the Indian
Contract Act, BNS, and through various judicial
pronouncements. To keep trade secrets secure
Start-ups may sign Non-Disclosure Agreements
(NDAs) with the employees, contractors, and
partners. It ensures that sensitive mformation is
stored securely and limits access to only those who

need it.
Conclusion:

Thus, m today’s competitive business scenario,
Intellectual Property is the lifeline for a startup’s
success. It secures competitive advantages, attracts
mvestors, and establishes credibility in the market.
For that, a Startup must know to 1dentify its assets
that might qualify as IP such as:

e Inventions (technological mnovations,
processes).

e Brand elements (name, logo, tagline).

e Creative assets (website content, software
code, product designs).

e Confidential information (customer lists,
Business strategy, etc.).

Early submission of applications for patent
registration for unique inventions, registering

Trademarks, use of copyright to secure original
content, software, and design, and protection of
trade secrets through confidentiality agreements
are the main arena legal protection for a start-up
under the IPR Laws.

A Start-up is an entity that works
with some mnnovation, which may
be for the development or
improvement of some product,
Process, or service.
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Judicial Activism

Amrit Kaur
Guest Faculty
Dr. R.K.B. Law College

Meaning of Judicial Activism

The Judiciary plays an important role in upholding
and presenting the rights of citizens i a country.
The active role of the judiciary in protecting the
basic rights of the citizens and presenting the
constitutional and legal system of the country is
known as Judicial Activism. Judicial Activism
describes how a judge approaches or 1s perceived
to approach exercising judicial review.

The term “Judicial Activism” has not been defined
anywhere in the Constitution of India nor it has
been defined statute.
dictionary definitions are available. According to

m any Indian Some

Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of Law.

“Tudicial activism 1s the protection in the Judiciary
of protecting or expanding individual rights
through decisions that depart from the established
precedent or are independent of or in opposition
to supposed constitutional or legislative intent.

Whereas Black’s Law Dictionary defines the term
judicial activism in the following words:

“A philosophy of judicial decision-making whereby
Judges allow their personal views about public
policy, among other factors, to guide their

decisions, usually with the suggestions that

adherents of the philosophy tend
to find constitutional violations
ignore

and are willing to

precedent.”

Judicial activism 1s where the
Courts, after hearing both sides,
move from their conventional
. position of decision making to the
- position of the Legislature and
. make new legislation, new rules
and new  policies.  Since
exploitation and corruption have
been a part of the existing political
structure, the
oppressed beyond imagination by the unbridled

masses  were
actions of money power, muscle power and
political power. Judicial policy - making can be
activity either in support of or in opposition to
legislative and executive policy choices. The nature
of true judicial activism 1s the making of judgments
according to the needs of time as per the change in
hour dynamic society. Judiciary policy activism
protects the cause of social change or articulates
concepts such as freedom, equality or justice. It’s
got to be an arm of the social movement. Activist
Judges usually trigger the legal system and make it a
crucial part of the social economy development.

Thus, Judicial Activism may be defined as the pro-
active role played by the judiciary in ensuring that
the rights and liberties of the people are protected.
It may be understood as the role of the Court in
stepping out from its normal interpretive role.
‘When the Court moves beyond its normal role of
a mere adjudicator of disputes and becomes a
player in the system of the country laying down
principles and guidelines that the Executive must
carry out, the role of the Court may be said to be
judicial activism.

The expression “Judicial Activism” signifies the
anxiety of Courts to find appropriate remedies to
the aggrieved by formulating a new rule to settle the
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conflicting questions 1n the event of lawlessness or
uncertain laws.

Significance of Judicial Activism

Some of the main significances of Judicial
Activism are as follows-

1. Itis an effective tool for upholding citizen’s
rights and 1mplementing constitutional
principles when the Ixecutive and the
Legislature fails to do so.

2. Citizens have the Judiciary as the last hope
for protecting their rights when all the
doors are closed. The Indian Judiciary has
been considered as the guardian and
protector of the Indian Constitution.

3. There are provisions in the Constitution
itself for the Judiciary to adopt a proactive
role. Article 13 read with Articles 32 and
226 of the Constitution provides the power
of Judicial review to the higher judiciary to
declare any executive, legislative or

administrative action void 1if 1t is 1In

contravention with the Constitution.

4. According to experts, the shift from locus
standi to public interest litigation made the
Judicial process more participatory and
democratic.

Fortior1 Reflecto, Volume 2, 2025

5. Judicial Activism counters the opinion that

the judiciary 1s a mere spectator.
Conclusion

In a nutshell, it may be concluded that Judicial
Activism 1s very important in the development of
different socio-economic fields until it is a tool by
the judiciary for the sake of the good of common
people by preventing their fundamental rights from
being infringed. It can be regarded as an effective
weapon In providing justice to the aggrieved ones
especially the socially and economically backward
classes of the society.

On the other hand, if the Judiciary tries to exceed
its power and limit by encroaching and interfering
m the functioning of the other organs of the
government in the guise of Judicial Activism, it may
be dangerous for the people of the society as well
as for the nation. Since the Judiciary is the most soft
and delicate organ of the Government, it just relies
on the faith of the common people which makes it
strong, the Judiciary needs to maintain decorum
and balance n 1its functioning to play a more
effective role through Judicial Activism for the
upliftment of the dynamic society with the needs of
time.

Snippets

Origin in India - Judicial activism in India gained momentum in the 1970s, especially with
Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer and Justice P.N. Bhagwati expanding the scope of Public Interest
Litigation (PIL).

PIL Revolution - The Supreme Court liberalized the concept of locus standi, allowing anyone

Basic Structure Doctrine - In Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1978), the Supreme

Environmental Protection - The judiciary has played a crucial role in enforcing environmental
laws, such as in MC Mehta v. Union of India (1986), which led to strict pollution control

2
to file a petition on behalf of marginalized communities.
3.
Court ruled that Parliament cannot alter the Constitution’s basic structure.
4.
measures.
5.

Human Rights Expansion - Judicial activism has broadened the interpretation of fundamental
rights, including the right to dignity, privacy (Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India, 2017),
and education (Unni Krishnan v. State of Andhra Pradesh, 1993).
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The Future 1s Now: Embracing the Era of Artificial Intelligence

Saurav Mali

Project Assistant,

Biotechnology & Bioinformatics,

Brainware University Barasat, West Bengal

As we stand on the brink of a technological
revolution, the future of artificial intelligence (AI)
looms large in our collective consciousness. From
self-driving cars to sophisticated virtual assistants,
Al 1s transforming our daily lives in ways we once
thought was the stuff of science ficion. However,
this rapid evolution of technology 1s not just a
passing trend, it represents a paradigm shift that has
the potential to reshape industries, redefine jobs,
and alter the very fabric of society.

One of the most exciting aspects of Al 1s its
potential to enhance productivity across various
sectors. In healthcare, for stance, Al-driven
algorithms can analyze vast amounts of data to aid
m  diagnosing diseases, predicting patient
outcomes, and personalizing treatment plans.
Imagine a world where doctors have access to real-
time insights generated by Al systems that consider
a patient's unique genetic makeup and medical
history. This capability could lead to earlier
diagnoses and more effective treatments, ultimately

improving patient care and saving lives.

In the realm of business, Al 1s poised to

revolutionize  operations.  Companies  are

mcreasingly adopting Al technologies to streamline
processes, reduce costs, and improve customer

experiences. Chatbots,
for mstance, are
becoming

commonplace n
customer service,
providing mnstant
support and

mformation to users.

These Al systems can
handle

Inquirles

multiple

simultaneously,
ensuring that customers
receive timely assistance

without  overwhelming

human agents. Furthermore, Al-powered analytics
data-driven
decisions, optimizing marketing strategies and

tools enable businesses to make

enhancing overall efficiency.

Yet, as we embrace the benefits of Al, we must also
navigate the ethical challenges it presents. One
the

displacement. Automation has already started to

pressing concern 1is potential for job
replace certain jobs, particularly in manufacturing
and routine administrative tasks. While Al can
mcrease efficiency, there is a growing fear that
millions of workers may find themselves
unemployed or underemployed as machines take
over their roles. It i1s crucial for policymakers,
businesses, and educational Institutions to
collaborate m developing strategies that prioritize
retraining and upskilling the workforce, ensuring
that individuals are equipped for the jobs of the

future.

Moreover, the ethical implications of Al decision-
making cannot be overlooked. As Al systems
become more autonomous, questions arise about
accountability and transparency. For instance, if an
Al algorithm makes a flawed decision that leads to
harm, who 1s responsible? Is it the developer, the
user, or the Al itself? Addressing these questions
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requires a robust ethical framework that guides the
development and deployment of Al technologies.
Society must demand transparency from
organizations that implement Al systems, ensuring

that the

accountable.

algorithms are fair, unbiased, and

The intersection of Al and privacy 1s another
critical concern. As Al systems gather and analyse
vast amounts of data, the risk of personal
information being misused increases. High-profile
data breaches have raised alarms about the security
of sensitive information, and individuals are
becoming increasingly wary of how their data is
collected and utihzed. Striking a balance between
mnovation and privacy will be paramount as we
move forward. Governments must establish
comprehensive regulations that protect individuals
privacy while fostering an environment conducive
to technological advancement.

Beyond these challenges, Al also holds immense
promise i addressing some of the world's most
pressing issues. Climate change, for instance, is a
global crisis that demands mnovative solutions. Al
can play a significant role in this effort by
optimizing energy consumption, predicting climate
patterns, and enhancing disaster response efforts.
Machine
environmental data to identify trends and develop

learning  algorithms can  analyse

strategies  for reducing carbon  emissions.
Furthermore, Al can contribute to sustanable
agriculture by optimizing crop yields and reducing
waste, ensuring food security for a growing

population.

Education 1s another area where Al has the
potential to make a meamngful 1mpact
Personalized learning experiences powered by Al
can adapt to individual students' needs, allowing
them to progress at their own pace. This approach
can help bridge the achievement gap, providing
tailored resources to students who may require
additional support. Al can also assist educators in
identifying struggling students early on, enabling
timely interventions and fostering a more mnclusive

learning environment.

As we contemplate the future of Al, it 1s essential to
foster a culture of collaboration between humans
and machines. Rather than viewing Al as a threat,

Dr. R.K.B. Law College
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we should embrace it as a powerful tool that can
augment our capabilities. The most successful
mmplementations of Al will likely involve human-Al
partnerships, where machmes handle repetitive
tasks, allowing humans to focus on creativity,
emotional intelligence

critical  thinking, and

qualities that set us apart from machines.

In conclusion, the future is undeniably intertwined
with artificial intelligence. As we navigate the
challenges and opportunities that Al presents, it 1s
crucial to approach this technological revolution
with a sense of responsibility and foresight. By
prioritizing ethical considerations, investing n
education and retraining, and fostering
collaboration between humans and machines, we
can harness the full potential of Al to create a
brighter, more equitable future. The choices we
make today will shape the world of tomorrow, and
it 1s our responsibility to ensure that these future
benefits all of humanity. With thoughtful planning
and a commitment to ethical development, we can
embrace a future where Al enhances our hives and
helps us address the complex challenges that lie

ahead.
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Political Instability in Bangladesh: Threats to the State of
Assam, India

Dr. Pankaj Roy
MA, MEd, PhD, Pathsala
Assistant Professor, Department of Geography
Central University of Karnataka

Introduction

Assam, a northeastern state of India, shares a 263-
kilometer-long border with Bangladesh, making it
highly

political, social, and economic developments.

sensitive to its neighboring country's
Bangladesh, a nation with deep historical and
cultural ties to Assam, has been grappling with
political mstability occasionally and very recently.
This mstability, marked by frequent protests,
authoritarian ~ governance, and  economic
challenges, poses significant threats to Assam's
security, economy, and social fabric. Some
potential threats to Assam arising from current
political 1instabilities in Bangladesh have been

discussed here.

Figure 1: The celebration of Prime Minister Shetkh Hasina's

resignation. (Source: The New Indian Express)
1. Tllegal Migration and Demographic Changes

One of the most tenacious concerns for Assam 1s
the potential increase mn illegal migration from
Bangladesh due to political unrest. Historically,
Assam has faced waves of migration [rom
Bangladesh, particularly during periods of political
turmoil, such as the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation
War. The political

Bangladesh, coupled with economic hardships,

current mstability in

could force many Bangladeshi citizens to cross the

porous border into Assam in search of safety and
livelihood.

This influx of migrants exacerbates Assam's
existing challenges related to illegal immigration,
mcluding strain on resources, land encroachment,
and cultural tensions. The state has long struggled
with the issues of identity and demographic
changes, and increased migration could further
complicate these 1ssues, leading to social unrest and
conflicts between indigenous communities and

migrants.

Figure 2: The hidden tunnel discovered by Karimgany Police
(Source: Hemanta Nathy/India Today)

2. Cross-Border Crime and Insurgency

Political instability in Bangladesh often creates a
playground for crimmal activiies and insurgent
with  its
Bangladesh, is vulnerable to cross-border crimes

movements. Assam, proximity to
such as smuggling of arms, drugs, and counterfeit
currency. The state has historically been a hotspot
for insurgent activities, and the porous border with
Bangladesh has often been exploited by militant

groups seeking refuge or logistical support.

Bangladesh's political unrest could lead to
a weakening of law enforcement mechanisms,
making it easier for Insurgent groups to operate
across the border. This could reignite insurgency in
Assam, undermining the state's hard-earned peace
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and stability.
Additionally, the rise
of extremist
elements n
Bangladesh  could
spill  over into
Assam, posing a
threat to communal
harmony and

national security.

3. Economic
Implications

Bangladesh is one of H5 2, %
Assam benefits
trade and
connectivity projects. However, political instability

India's key trading partners, and
significantly  from  cross-border
m Bangladesh could disrupt trade relations, leading
to economic losses for Assam. The state relies on
Bangladesh for the export of goods such as tea,
coal, and Iimestone, and any disruption in trade
local 1ndustries and

could adversely alfect

livelihoods.

Moreover, the mstability could delay or derail
crucial infrastructure projects, such as the India-
Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline and the expansion
of cross-border transportation networks. These
projects are vital for Assam's economic growth and
regional integration, and their disruption could
hinder the state's development prospects.

4. Environmental and Humanitarian Concerns

Political instability in Bangladesh could also lead to
environmental and humanitarian challenges for
Assam. The state
Bangladesh, including the Brahmaputra, which 1s

shares several rivers with

crucial for agriculture and livelihoods. Any

disruption  in  water-sharing  agreements  or
environmental mismanagement in Bangladesh
could have severe consequences for Assam's water

security and ecosystem.

Additionally, a humanitarian crisis in Bangladesh,
such as a large-scale displacement of people due to
political violence, could put pressure on Assam'’s
resources. The state may face challenges in
providing shelter, healthcare, and other essential
services to refugees, further straining its already
limited infrastructure.

Dr. R.K.B. Law College

Fortior1 Reflecto, Volume 2, 2025

Figure 3: Two apprehended women were handed over to the

Border Guard Bangladesh as a goodwill gesture. (Source:
India Today)

5. Communal Tensions and Radicalisation

Bangladesh's political landscape 1s often marked by
communal tensions, particularly between religious
and ethnic groups. These tensions could spill over
mto Assam, which has a diverse population
comprising various ethnicities and religions. The
rise of religious extremism or communal violence
m Bangladesh could inspire similar sentiments
among certain groups in Assam, leading to social
unrest and radicalization.

Assam has witnessed mstances of communal
violence in the past, and the state's authorities must
remain vigilant to prevent external influences from
destabilizing its social harmony. The spread of
extremist 1deologies across the border could pose
a long-term threat to Assam's peace and stability.

Conclusion

The political mstability in Bangladesh presents
multifaceted threats to Assam, ranging from
security challenges to economic and social

‘While historically

demonstrated resilience in the face of external

disruptions. Assam  has
pressures, the current situation calls for proactive
measures to mitigate these risks. Strengthening
border security, enhancing intelligence-sharing
mechanisms, and fostering diplomatic engagement
with Bangladesh are crucial steps to safeguard
Assam's interests.
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Moreover, addressing the root causes of migration,
and political
persecution, through bilateral cooperation can help

such as economic disparities
reduce the strain on Assam. As a state with a rich
cultural heritage and strategic importance, Assam's
stability 1s vital not only for its residents but also for
the broader region. By addressing these threats
with foresight and collaboration, Assam can
navigate the challenges posed by Bangladesh's
political issues and continue on its path of growth
and development.

Increased lllegal Migration and Instability in Assam

Political Unrest in
Bangladesh

Drives migration
influx

Porous Border
Facilitates illegal
crossings

Disruption of
Trade Relations

Harms Assam's
economy

Snippets

The Nellie Massacre was one of
the largest massacres after the
Jallianwala Bagh Massacre in
India which was due to
Bangladeshi Illegal Immigration
causing the lives of thousands of
people.

-—————

Communal
Tensions

Risks social
unrest and
radicalisation

Figure 4: Multifaceted dimensions of Illegal migration

—

Economic
Hardships in
Bangladesh

Forces citizens to
seek better
opportunities

Weak Law
Enforcement

Enables cross-
border crime and
insurgency
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Lacunae of Present Education System: Swipe In & Swipe Out

Jasmin Ahmed
Ex-Student

The Almighty has bestowed this World with
beautiful nature and human beings with
intelligence and Potential. Because of
intelligence humans are distinguished as the
best creatures but one thing must be borne in
mind proper use of intelligence is only
possible in an environment with the
opportunity of self-expression and freedom to
explore.

Like other natural beings, a man also deserves
to live and grow freely. Every Flower blooms
in its way and has its distinct fragrance, in the
same way every human possesses his/her
potential, talents, style of expression, and
creativity. Society should be like 'A Garden in
which every flower can blossom’, so that
every individual's potential gets an
opportunity to flourish. Prosperity and peace
in society cannot be achieved merely by the
execution of legal machinery, fanatic
preaching, and spurious principles. There is a
need for devoted efforts from every person
and every section of society, Whether it be a
single person, an association or our education
system.

The role of the education system is extremely
vital. It ensures a better future for society
because a child's character is mostly molded
through education. The development of
character, mental and moral health, as well as
intelligence, largely depends on education.
But the present scenario of the education
system is awfully devastating, which no doubt
provides literacy to a large population but is
unable to inculcate quality education.

The 'Mug up and vomit' style of education is
trending due to the 'Super-Fast High-Speed
Curriculum' with the extra burden of exams.

Dr. R.K.B. Law College

Neither teachers nor students are getting
enough opportunities to express themselves.
Moreover, the creativity of students is also
declining.

Like 'A Mice Running on Wheel' students are
running on the wheel of exams. Earlier, there
was a close yet dignified bond between
teachers and students. Teachers were the next
parent to students but now such relationships
are rare. Nowadays, the curriculum is so
designed that students are not able to think
about anything else except examinations.
Even they are unable to spend sufficient time
for elaborate discussion on their doubts which
helps to gain long-lasting Knowledge. Day-
by-day examinations are superseding classes.

Earlier, teachers were given enough time and
freedom so that they could discuss the
problems of students and help not only in
studies but also in character building which is
very necessary for a healthy society because a
person whether be a doctor, an advocate or
engineer, without good character jeopardizes
the life of others. and when the number of
such people increases, society goes astray.At
present, excessive pressure is given on
acquiring marks rather than knowledge. The
highest percentages in mark sheet is given
priority in pursuing higher studies, due to
which ‘Real Gems’ Who are full of Potential
and talents lag. So, in this marks-oriented
education system, students strive to find the
easiest way to get the highest percentages in
the marksheet which sometimes misleads
them. Due to immaturity as well as mental
strain, some students are unable to deal with
their agony and resort to intoxicants, and
alcohol, while others suffer from anxiety and
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depression. And the situation worsens when
some students put an end to their life. This is
what the present curriculum has impacted on
students which is undesirable and
Unwelcome. Teachers have also witnessed
such abnormality of behavior in students and
are unable to combat this effectively due to
the imperceptible gap between them and
students.

Both teachers and students are now helpless
because teachers cannot help students like in
earlier days as students are not allowed by the
‘Super Fast High-Speed Curriculum’ to spend
Some time and gain the real nectar of
knowledge. The gap between the two most
important organs of our society is broadening,
which needs to be filled up soon. otherwise,
misunderstanding, rebellious  attitude,
intolerance, and mental strain will fill this
gap. It must be taken as a ‘Red Flag’ or else
there will be no time left to redeem. If the
dream of a better future and prosperous
society needs to come true then reform in
curriculum is a must.

A possible solution for breaking this deadlock
is not to bring certain reforms in the
evaluation process. For instance, out of 100
marks 20 marks are already reserved for
Internal Assessment and from the remaining
80 marks, 30 marks should be allotted to
group works such as quiz, group discussion
etc. To encourage team work which is
necessary for future career. Thus, there will be
50 marks for theory and 50 marks for
practicals.

Creativity must be encouraged among
students of every age group. For instance,
writing skills must be valued higher than rote
memory. Conceptual questions must be given
more importance than the ‘Scan and Paste’
Style of writing. Curriculum Should be so
designed which give the opportunities to
inculcate  humane qualities and imbue

morality in students along with expertise
knowledge that comprises both theoretical
and practical knowledge Equally. The
education system must spread open, not
harassment. Parents, teachers, and authorities
must all together take the initiative to bring
change in the present curriculum not only for
the sake of the mental health of students but
also for a healthy society. If required, the
models of education systems from foreign
countries must be followed, some of which
are already opted by a few private institutions.
For example, the ‘Subject-based banding” and
‘Freedom of textbook selection’ systems of
Singapore.

Vocational education imparting methods and
individual subject selection system of
Germany. Finnish (Finland) teaching style
which encourages creativity. In Finland,
individual teachers decide how the curriculum
is to be taught. Moreover, the burden of
homework in Germany and Finland is low.

The Indian education system needs reform
and for this, there are a variety of ideas that
can be adopted. Most importantly, investment
should be made in better infrastructure of
educational institutions and teachers’
financial condition because a financially
sound and socially secure teacher can impart
quality education very effectively.

In addition, students must be given the
freedom to explore, gather new ideas and
choose their own subjects as per their interest
and aptitudes. And wherever any students lag
behind, vocational training must be there to
lead them in life.

The reform in the education system will help
immensely in solving the problem of
unemployment as well as in reducing crime
rate. Only then one can hope for a prosperous
society and an educational system with
knowledge-oriented outputs.
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Empowering the Future: Necessity of Youth Participation in
Politics

Mrs. Ritmoni Sharma
Visiting Faculty
Dr. R.K.B. Law College

=

The

connotations and layers for different sections of the

word ‘Politics’ bears 1 it multiple
society. It impacts almost every aspect of our lives,
from education to employment, healthcare to
security. It undoubtedly plays a pivotal role in
shaping the direction of a country, determining its
economic growth, social justice, and international
relations. Yet, despite its undeniable importance, a
concerning apathy towards politics 1s widespread,
particularly among the young generation. In a
country like India, which 1s the world’s largest
democracy, this disinterest of the youngsters poses
significant risks, especially when nearly 65% of the
country’s population comprises youths ranging
from 18 to 50 years.

Politics 1s an ntegral part of our social system. It
governs the structures and functioning of a society.
It ensures that laws and policies are in place to
maintain order, justice and fairness. A well-
functioning political system provides avenues for
economic growth, protects human rights and
upholds democratic values. Moreover, politics, as
a concept, ensures that governments are
accountable and transparent since public policy
decisions shape the living standards of individuals.
In a democracy like India, where the government
1s supposed to be of the people, by the people, and

for the people, policies must reflect the will of the

Dr. R.K.B. Law College

people and address
their concerns.
However, 1t 1s
questionable
whether the largest
democratic

country in the

world has lived up
to the expectations
of its socio-culturally
diverse people.

Despite the centrality of
politics in everyday life, there is

a growing apathy towards political
engagement, particularly among the common man.
While citizens show willingness to fulfill their
primary political duty by voting, this engagement 1s
often limited to pressing the EVM machine during
the elections. Beyond this, politics is only an
mteresting and scandalous subject for gossip in the
drawing rooms and public gatherings by the
The
enthusiasts get busy in uploading selfies and reels

armchair  politicians. young political
with their ink-marked fingers, immediately after

their vote-casting ‘ceremony’ without even

bothering to know the eligibility of the candidates.

This apathy of the common public can be
attributed to several factors. First, many people are
frustrated with the inefliciency, corruption and lack
of accountability within the political system. For
many, politics is seen as a profession dominated by
power-hungry individuals who prioritize personal
gain over the welfare of the people. As a result,
parents rarely encourage their children to pursue a
career in politics. Secondly, a lack of political
awareness and education contributes to disinterest.
Without a thorough understanding of how politics
directly impact their lives, many feel that political
engagement 1s a futile exercise. Lastly, a sense of
hopelessness has settled in, where citizens feel that
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no matter how hard they try, the system remains
dingy and entrenched.

India, with over 1.4 billion people, holds the title
of being the world’s largest democracy. The
diversity of the country, in terms of culture,

the

complexity of its political landscape. In India,

religion, language and ethnicity reflects
democracy is not just a political framework, it is an
expression of the nation’s pluralistic nature. Since
our political system 1s marked by its vibrant multi-
party structure, political competition spans across
local, regional and national levels, with parties often
representing a wide range of 1deologles and
mterests. However, a large number of political
parties also indicate coalition politics, making
governance a complicated and at times, mefficient
process. Yet this diversity also offers opportunities
for change, mnovation and fresh leadership, as
smaller and regional parties can bring forward
alternative ideas and policies.

Another significant feature of Indian politics 1s the
dominance of dynastic politics. Many of India’s
leading political families have controlled the reign
of major political parties for decades. Prominent
examples of dynastic politics include the Nehru -
Gandhi family, which has been at the helm of the
Indian National Congress for several decades.
Similarly, the Samajwadi Party led by the Yadav
family in Uttar Pradesh and many other regional
parties, such as the Shiv Sena, the RJD and the
NCP also follow a similar pattern of family-led
leadership. While dynastic politics has its own pros
like providing stability and continuity, it also stifles
democratic representation and hampers the growth
of new leadership. Critics argue that it perpetuates
the concentration of power within a few families
and limits opportunities for young, dynamic
individuals from diverse backgrounds to rise to the
top.

Another grey shade in Indian politics 1s that many
of its political leaders are veterans and have been
active for decades, providing stability but also in
some cases, creating an old guard that resists
change. Figures like Narendra Modi, Mamata
Banerjee, Nitish Kumar, Sonia Gandhi etc are all
veterans who political

shaped the country’s

landscape for years. Yet the majority of seasoned

politicians also means that younger and fresh voices
are often sidelined. Politics in India has often seen
leaders hold on to power for extended periods,
lack of

disconnect between the government and the

leading to mnovation and growing
changing needs of the people, especially the youth.
Thus, the growing disinterest among the young
generation towards politics has emerged as the
most alarming trend at present times. The young
people, who make up a significant number of
India’s population, seem to be apathetic towards
major political issues like religious polarization,
atrocities towards disadvantageous groups, human
rights violation and so on. This 1s an ominous sign
for the future of Indian democracy.

The youth’s disinterest in politics can be mainly
the lack of
transparency within the system. Many young

attributed  to mspiration and
people feel that politicians do not address their
concerns, such as unemployment, education etc.
The corrupted world of politics has also led to
skepticism about their active involvement in the
political process. Moreover, the rise of divisive and
polarizing politics has made young people wary of
political participation. Without active involvement
from the youth, Indian politics risks becoming
stagnant and regressive.

Indian politics is at cross-roads. There 1s an urgent
need for reformation such as reducing corruption,
enhancing  transparency, ensuring political
accountability and fostering a political culture that
prioritizes the needs of the people. It must move
away from dynastic control and veteran domination
to allow a path for a new generation of leaders to
step forward with fresh 1deas and perspectives. The
youth of India have the energy, creativity, and
vision to shape the country’s future. With their
active involvement in the political system, the
country will gain a new perspective for progress,
addressing the challenges of the modern world.
There 1s a pressing need for young leaders to
emerge, bringing innovation and commitment to
governance and the policy-making process. The
youth must recognize their potential and
responsibility in shaping the future of their nation

by actively engaging in the political process.

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College
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Financial Trading Scams in Assam

Joypratim Bhajani
B.B.A. LL. B, 1st Semester
Dr. R.K.B. Law College

Recent headlines in Assam have been dominated
by distressing reports of massive online trading
scams, with stories like:

e '"Rs. 2200 crore online trading scam busted
m Assam, 38 arrested"

e 'In Assam, a stock market fraudster goes
on the run as trading scam dominoes begin
to fall'

e "Assam online trading scam: Actor Sumi
Borah received Rs. 20 crores from the
kingpin"

e 'From profits to panic: YBY scam rocks
Assam; CID probe on'

e "Rs. 7000 crore scams: Guwahati’s Laxmi
chit fund exposed"

These alarming reports spark a series of critical
questions for the educated populace:

o Do the people of Assam understand what
the stock market 1s?”

e  How does it function?
o  Where is their money being mvested?
o  What does SEBI registration mean?
o  What are chit funds?

‘Why Are Scams Surging?

The sudden rise in such scams can be attributed to
several factors:

The
and

1. Increased Digital Penetration:

widespread use of smartphones
internet access has brought more people
online, making them vulnerable to digital

fraud.

2. Lack of Fnancial Literacy: Many
individuals, especially in tier-2 and tier-3

Dr. R.K.B. Law College
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cities, lack basic knowledge about financial
mstruments and their associated risks.

3. The Allure of Quick Profits: Promises of
high returns with little to no risk attracts
people from both rural and urban areas.

Social media platforms and flashy advertisements
showcasing the success stories of online traders
further exacerbate the issue. The fear of missing
out (FOMO) and financial pressures drive people
to mvest without fully understanding the risks
mvolved. Scammers exploit these vulnerabilities by
offering seemingly low-risk, high-reward trading
schemes.

The Human Cost of Fraud

Victims often grapple with profound emotional
distress after realizing they have been duped. This
mcludes feelings of shame, guilt, and denial, which
discourage them from reporting the scams. Many
hope to recover their lost money, even when the
odds are slim.

Scammers manipulate trust by impersonating
mfluencers, financial experts, or company officials.
Those with limited financial knowledge often trust
these figures blindly, making them easy targets.

Challenges in Assam

In Assam, where digital literacy and awareness
about financial regulations are still developing,
fraudsters exploit the emotional and educational
gaps of individuals. The lack of stringent regulatory
mechanisms further compounds the problem,
allowing scams to thrive.

The Silver Lining: Investing Wisely

While scams have tarnished the image of online
trading for many, it’s crucial to remember that the
Indian stock market remains a robust avenue for
wealth creation. When approached with patience,
knowledge, and informed decision-making, it
offers:

omh@{ NOBOS



Fortior1 Reflecto Volume 2, 2025

e Longterm Growth Potential: Investments
i quality companies can generate

significant returns over time.

e Diversification: Spreading investments
across sectors minimizes risks.

Participation: Investors

contribute to and benefit from the nation’s

e FEconomic

economic growth.

Conclusion

Chasing quick money through online trading scams
may seem tempting but often leads to devastating
losses. True wealth 1s built through patience,
education, and sound financial strategies. As a
community, there i1s an urgent need for greater
financial  literacy, stricter regulations, and
awareness campaigns to protect individuals from
falling prey to such scams.

"Investing 1s like planting a seed n fertile sorl—it
requires care, patience, and time to bear fruit. Let’s
focus on sustainable wealth creation, not shortcuts.”

40

Snippets

<

Assam’s economy Is primarily agrarian, with
tea, petroleum, and forestry as key revenue
sources.

The state’s Gross State Domestic Product
(GSDP) has shown steady growth, driven by
industrial expansion and digital mnitiatives.
Assam’s financial inclusion has improved
with government schemes like PM Jan
Dhan Yojana and microfinance programs.
Guwahati, as Assam’s financial hub, hosts
major banks, fintech startups, and trade
centers.

Tea plantations contribute significantly to
Assam’s economy, employing millions and
generating export revenue.

The o1l and natural gas sector remains a
major contributor, with Digboi Refinery
being Asia’s oldest operating refinery.
Assam’s  rural economy thrives on
sericulture, handloom, and handicrafts,
supporting traditional livelithoods.

Floods and climate change pose recurring
financial challenges, impacting agriculture
and infrastructure.

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College
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One Singular Pursuit

Joba Borgohain
1" Semester, LL. B

A Vast Universe of Universes, One Chance at
Existence, and One Chance at Being

It was a crisp winter afternoon in the pre-COVID
days. The second half of the conference was about
to begin, and after lunch, my colleagues and I
stepped into the giant conference hall. It was a
grand ballroom converted into a conference space
at a well-known hotel in Bengaluru. It had been a
busy day with early morning sessions, meetings and
networking, with delegates from around the world,
all sharing one common interest: 'SPACE.'

As we settled in the conference room, which was
already filling up, one of my colleagues and 1
welcomed a simple, middle-aged gentleman of
medium height, dressed in a modest black suit with
a navy blue shirt and tie, wearing a kind smile. We
mtroduced ourselves and had a brief conversation
before my colleague left early for his flight.

As we progressed through the afternoon, the next
session was about regional implementation of
space technology within North East India. My eyes
lit up when I saw 'Assam' on the agenda, followed
by the word ‘flood.” T told my newly befriended
colleague that’s where I come from, “Assam”. His
response was: “You must work towards solving it.”
But how?

Space and Beyond

Why would an international space conference
focus on Assam? It may seem irrelevant, but it’s
not. When we talk about space, we often overlook
the technology that makes our daily lives easier.
From the internet and Google Maps to WhatsApp
and Netflix, all these conveniences are gifts of space
technology.

For an outsider, the term 'space’ might bring to
mind 1mages of rockets, Mars, the moon, UFOs,
NASA, and even our very own space celebrity,
Elon Musk.. But on the flip side, people might
think you are going bonkers when you utter such
words, especially if you come from a tier 3 city in
India.

Dr. R.K.B. Law College

When COVID-19 hit, it hit us all. It didn’t spread
based on our cultural or national identiies. Our
existence as a species 1s always at risk, and by hook
or by crook, we made it this far.

To summarize, 'Space' does involve fancy sci-fi
concepts, but its usage and 1impact on our daily lives
go far beyond science fiction.

Terms like telemedicine and tele-education often

rely on space-based technologies, especially
satellite communications, although ground-based
systems also play a crucial role. The question I
often encounter i1s why a farmer, whose prime
concern 1s a bountiful harvest or someone
struggling to make ends meet, should worry about
space. Though they may not realize it, their lives
are intertwined with it, just as we share countless
differences, weaving an

threads despite our

mtricate web of interconnectedness.

When it comes to space technology for farmers,
Japanese farmers actively implement precision
agriculture. Precision agriculture uses technologies
such as GPS (Global Positioning System), sensors,
and satellite 1magery from FEarth observation
satellites like Landsat and Sentinel to help farmers
make better decisions.

Near real-time data from FEFarth observation
satellites 15 processed and transmitted through
various channels, reaching farmers with actionable
msights on whether they will receive a bountiful
harvest or need to adopt measures to protect their

crops from pests.

By incorporating space technology, it efficiently
manages resources like water, fertilizers, and
pesticides, saving money and protecting the
environment. For instance, like a plague, locusts
mvade crops, causing destruction. Tracking pests
with satellite 1magery helps protect crops from
damage by monitoring environmental conditions
that lead to pest outbreaks.

In layman's terms, satellite images of land and water

bodies, such as forests, oceans, cities, and
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farmlands help track the movements of pests like
locusts. This prevents crop damage and protects
food crops, ensuring farmers earn their livelthood
and that people have access to food for themselves
and their families.

The Third Space Age
Space technology ensures everything runs
smoothly.  Private  space  companies  are

revolutionizing the future of space exploration.
SpaceX 1s working towards making space travel
affordable and aiming for Mars colonization, while
Blue Orngin 1s working towards supporting
sustainable living in space. Companies like 1Space
1s focusing on lunar exploration, and Astroscale 1s

addressing the growing issue of space debris.

Meanwhile, the Karnataka state government in
India has announced plans to invest $3 billion in
the space sector over the next five years. This rise
m both public and private sector mitiatives, along
with start-ups i countries without government
space agencies, marks the beginning of the third
space age, primarily driven by private companies.

Legal Challenges

As private space companies rise and spacefaring
nations aim to become key players in space
exploration, new responsibilities, and legal
challenges come to the forefront. As such, clear
laws are needed to govern space activities, prevent
conflicts between nations and space agencies, and
protect space resources. For instance, questions
about who owns valuable metals discovered in
space or land mn outer space

arise frequently.

An interesting story has been
circulating now and then about
celebrities allegedly owning land
the moon. But 1s it
authorized? Is 1t legal? It's
certainly a bit controversial. The

R

on

answer 1s no.

There

comprehensive

1s no single,
"Space
Constitution" or "Space Law"
that governs all aspects of space - —
P

activity. However, international |

/
\

\g

412

treaties and agreements provide a legal framework
for space exploration. The most significant among
these 1s the Outer Space Treaty (OST), which was
adopted by the United Nations in 1967. The Outer
Space Treaty clearly states that no mdividual or
nation can claim ownership of celestial bodies like
the moon. The certificates sold by private entities
are just novelty items with no legal standing under
space law.

In short, no one can legally own a planet, star, or
piece of extra-terrestrial land until international
laws are created to govern such claims. So, if
someone tries to sell you a piece of the moon or a
star, remember: it’s simply a marketing gimmick.

The Outer Space Treaty

The Outer Space Treaty (1967) states that outer

space and celestial bodies must be used for
peaceful purposes, banning weapons of mass
destruction. It prevents any country, individual, or
organization from claiming ownership of space or
celestial  bodies,

benefits all of humanity. Nations are responsible

ensuring space exploration
for their space activities, including those of private
companies, and must prevent harm to space bodies
and Earth's environment. Countries are also lable
for damage caused by their space objects. Military
activities In space are banned, and international
cooperation 1s encouraged for fair and responsible
exploration.

Being Humble Costs Nothing

4
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With my new colleague beside me, the final
presentation wrapped up, and it was time to say
goodbye to another space enthusiast. We both
shared insights about our work and professional
experiences, and I had the chance to voice my
1deas. We took pictures, exchanged contacts, and
parted ways, hoping to cross paths again in the
future. As he left, one of the senior conference
attendees, likely a businessman, sitting behind me
asked, 'Who was the person sitting next to you?'
With a big grin that wouldn't fade, I happily
replied, 'Oh, him? He happens to be an astronaut,
the first Japanese commander of the International
Space Station, a veteran of four NASA Space
Shuttle missions, and a Russian Soyuz mission, Mr.
Koichi Wakata.

Space and Our Place in the Universe

Like the various colonies of ants scattered across
the earthy soil and the beehives nestled in trees,
sapiens wander and settle i their perfect three-
dimensional colonies of made-up territories. A wee
sentient, but still struggling with their purpose of
being. As consciousness thrives, so does the

Fortior1 Reflecto, Volume 2, 2025

question of their existence. The trial and error of
mmagination led to many creations; some led to the
while others made life

beings' destruction,

habitable and convenient.

Yet, individuality persists, and the cry for reaching
somewhere—like grabbing a ladder and chmbing to
the top. But what’s at the top? If anyone succeeded
mn reaching the magnum opus of their achievement
or dreams, would they be content?

Their

preventing anyone from reaching the pinnacle of

persistence In remaining there and
that top ladder—is it all worth it for a chance of

being here, being alive?

This depth of self-interrogation 1s essential as we,
sentient beings, aim to explore beyond this world.
For generations, our civilizations have come and
gone, yet through the timeline of our existence, our
DNA has persisted. We are the first to truly live
and experience this era of transiion—the ones
turning the new leaf on this new chapter of
existence: SPACE.

Snippets

within a year.

uncertainty.

1.  Zoonotic Origin: COVID-19 is caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which likely originated in bats and
may have been transmitted to humans through an intermediate animal host.

2. Rapid Global Spread: Within just three months of its emergence in late 2019, COVID-19 spread to
nearly every country, leading to a global pandemic declaration by WHO on March 11, 2020.

3. Asymptomatic Transmission: Unlike many other respiratory diseases, COVID-19 can be spread by
asymptomatic carriers, making containment efforts more challenging.

4. Mutation and Variants: The virus has undergone multiple mutations, leading to variants such as
Alpha, Delta, and Omicron, some of which significantly altered transmissibility and immune escape.

5. Economic Disruptions: COVID-19 caused one of the worst global recessions in history, affecting
industries like tourism, aviation, and manufacturing while accelerating digital transformation.

6. Record-Breaking Vaccine Development: Vaccines for COVID-19, such as Pfizer-BioNTech and
Moderna’s mRNA vaccines, were developed in record time, with emergency use approvals granted

7. Impact on Mental Health: The pandemic led to a significant rise in mental health issues, including
anxiety, depression, and stress-related disorders due to lockdowns, isolation, and economic

8. Rise of Remote Work: COVID-19 permanently changed work culture, making remote work and
hybrid work models more common across industries.

Dr. R.K.B. Law College
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Summer in Kashmir

Kuhni Gogoi
LL.B, 1" Semester

Over the summer, we embarked on a life-altering
seven-day trip to Kashmir—my first check off the
bucket list. It has been my dream since I watched
the movie Laila Majnu: to stand among the pine
trees of the valley and long for an unknown
presence.

I mostly remember sitting beside my sister's
window seat as we ascended to the mountains, with
green valleys filled with ferns, daisies, and warm
Kashmirt sunlight. I also took a selfie with a horse.
We were asked for some selfies, too. We strolled
through some gardens, visited a few cafes, and had

the best evening on Dal Lake.

‘We went on a short hike that seemed impossible;
I was out of breath. But it was worth it: we saw the
stunning view beyond the valley. Visited a beautiful
dargah (Aishmuqgam) for the first time. It 1s
accessible by climbing about 272 steps, which
seemed 1mpossible at first, but we made it. It was a
beautiful sunny day, and the passage was beaming
with colours. The path was surrounded by trees
and bustling with shops and people.

44

Kashmir made me fall in love with the mountains.
I gradually became accustomed to the early
morning rush, the sleepy rides, the laughter, the
mountains, the bustling roads, the valleys, the warm
Kashmiri hospitality, the aroma of our homestay,
the delicious dal
bhaat with lLme
and green chillies
(so tasty), and our
impressive guide.

If one were to ask
me the best part of
the 1

would say it's the

voyage,

m-between
I
enjoyed the time it
took
somewhere
Laila
album on repeat. |

moments.
to get
with
Majnu's
cherish every

msignificant
moment of this
journey.

It's fall now, and I wonder how magical it looks.
The chinar trees must be blazing with autumn
colours, vivid orange and red littering the ground
like a many-hued carpet that crackles and rustles as
people hike along. It must look like heaven. It's a
dream to witness the magic of this season, and of
course, winter as well.

And here I am writing this on a sunny day, gazing
up at the gaps of sunlight. I miss it more than

anything.

I am eternally grateful for this experience and
eagerly anticipating many more adventures in life.

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College
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Swachhta Hi Sewa Campaign, 2024

Swaroop Das
LL.B. 5" Semester
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“Cleanhness 1s next to Godliness” reflects the 1dea
that maintaining cleanliness in our surroundings 1s
not just about hygiene, but also about respecting
ourselves, others, and the world around us. It
mmplies that by keeping our environment clean, we
elevate our sense of order and purity, both
physically and spiritually. Cleanliness fosters a
sense of well-being, promotes health, and shows
reverence for the world, which, in many beliefs, 1s
seen as a reflection of the divine. Thus, practicing
cleanliness 1s an act of moral and spiritual
responsibility. One of the important aspects of
cleaning the environment i1s waste management.

‘Waste Management
Waste management 1s a critical aspect of
environmental law, aimed at regulating the

generation, treatment, and disposal of waste to
protect human health and the environment.
Environmental laws governing waste management
focus on minimising the adverse impacts of waste
on natural ecosystems, reducing pollution, and
promoting sustainable practices like recycling and
resource recovery.

8. Construction and Demolition (C&D) Waste:

The waste from bulding projects, including

Dr. R.K.B. Law College
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Before management of the
wastes, we need to know the
different types of wastes. The

following are the types of waste:

1. Hazardous Waste: The waste
that poses significant risks to
human health or the environment
toxic, COITOSIve,

flammable, or reactive nature

(e.g., chemicals, medical waste).

Non-Hazardous = Waste:
General waste that does not pose
mmmediate risks but still requires
avoid
(e.g.

proper  disposal  to

environmental — damage

household garbage, packaging materials).

3. Municipal Solid Waste (MSW): Commonly
known as household waste, this includes everyday
items like food scraps, paper, plastics, and
discarded consumer goods.

4. Industrial Waste: The waste produced by
manufacturing or industrial processes, which can
be hazardous or non-hazardous (e.g., chemicals,
scrap metal, factory by-products).

5. Agricultural Waste: Organic and non-organic
waste generated from farming activities, including
manure, crop residues, and pesticides.

6. Biomedical or Medical Waste: The waste
generated from hospitals, clinics, and laboratories,
often requiring special handling due to its
mfectious or biohazardous nature (e.g., syringes,

bandages, biological samples).

7. Electronic Waste (E-Waste):

and components

Discarded
electronic  devices such as
computers, phones, and batteries, often containing

hazardous materials like heavy metals.

concrete, wood, metals, and debris from

construction or demolition activities.
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9. Radioactive Waste: Waste that contains
radioactive materials, often generated from nuclear

Rules regarding Waste Management

1. Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016:

the waste must be
dry

e Segregation at Source:

segregated 1nto  wet (blodegradable),

(recyclable), and hazardous waste.

e Duties of Waste Generators: The Citizens,
mstitutions, and commercial entities must hand
over segregated waste to authorized collectors.

* Role of Local Authorities: Municipalities are

responsible for door-to-door waste collection,
transportation, and disposal.

* Waste Processing: Mandates composting of

organic waste and recycling of dry waste, reducing
landfill use.

2. Plastic Waste M anagement Rules, 2016

«Disposal Protocols: Requires proper treatment

and  disposal, including incineration or

sterilization.

e Monitoring and Reporting: Healthcare units must
maintain records and comply with monitoring by
authorities.

3. Hazardousand Other Wastes (M anagement
and Transboundary Movement ) Rules,
2016

* Hazardous Waste Management: Requires safe
storage, treatment, and disposal of hazardous
waste.

power plants, medical treatments, or research,
requiring strict containment and disposal.

Thin  Plastic Prohibits
manufacturing and use of plastic carry bags below

e« Ban on Bags:

50 microns.

¢ Ixtended (EPR):
Producers and importers must establish a system

Producer  Responsibility

for collecting and managing plastic waste.

e Phasing Out of Single-Use Plastics: Encourages
the gradual elimination of single-use plastics.

4. E-Waste Management Rules, 2016

o Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR):
Producers of electronic goods are responsible for
collecting and ensuring safe disposal of e-
waste.

* I-Waste Collection Targets: Manufacturers must
meet specific targets for e-waste collection and
recycling.

¢ Duties of Bulk Consumers: Institutions and large-
scale users of electronics must hand over e-waste
only to authorized recyclers.

5. Bio-Medical Waste Management Rules,
2016

e Segregation of Biomedical Waste: Healthcare
facilities must segregate waste nto different
using

categories (e.g., infectious, hazardous)

color-coded bags.

e Authorization: Industries must obtain prior

authorization for generating, handling, and

disposing of hazardous waste.

* Regulation on Imports: Strict regulation of the
mmport and export of hazardous waste, ensuring
compliance with international conventions.

6. Construction and Demolition Waste
Management Rules, 2016 :

e Segregation and Recycling: Requires segregation

of construcion and demolition  waste,

encouraging recycling and reuse.

46

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College



Collection and Disposal: Local authorities must
set up collection centers and ensure the safe
disposal of construction debris.

7. Battery Waste

2020

Management Rules,

Safe Disposal: Batteries must be disposed of at
designated collection centers or returned to
producers.

EPR  for
manufacturers must ensure the collection and

Battery  Producers:  Battery

recycling of used batteries.

Prohibition on Disposal in Landfills: Improper
disposal of batteries in landfills 1s prohibited.

8. Municipal Solid Wastes (Management
and Handling) Rules, 2000 (revised by
2016 Rules)

o Waste-to-Energy: Encourages the
conversion of non-recyclable waste into
energy.

o Involvement of Private Players: Promotes
the involvement of private companies in
waste management and processing.

Swachhta Hi Sewa Campaign

Dr. R.K.B. Law College
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The Swachhata Hi Sewa Campaign 1s a nationwide
mitiative in India aimed at promoting cleanliness
and hygiene. It 1s part of the broader Swachh
Bharat Mission, which was launched in 2014 by the
Indian government to make the country free from
open defecation, 1mprove sanitation, and
encourage cleanliness across urban and rural areas.

Key aspects of the Swachhata Hi Sewa Campaign
mclude:

1. Cleanliness Drives: These

participation from communities, schools, offices,

mvolve mass

and local authorities in cleaning public spaces,
streets, and localities.

2. Awareness Programs: Various activities like
rallies, workshops, and educational campaigns are
held to raise awareness about the importance of
sanitation and personal hygiene.

3. Waste Management: Focus on proper waste
segregation, recycling, and reducing single-use
plastics.

4. Public Participation: Citizens are encouraged to
volunteer for community cleaning, as well as to
maintain cleanliness in their own surroundings.

5. Role of Technology: The campaign utilizes
digital platforms like the
Swachhata app for citizens
to report unclean areas,
ensuring  accountability
and 1immediate action by

local authorities.

It aligns with the larger
goal of a Clean India by
Ind October 2019 (the
150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi),
although efforts continue
post that period to
maintain the momentum
for  cleanliness  and
sanitation.

Swachhata Hi  Sewa
Campaign at Dr. Rohini
Kanta Barua Law College,
Dibrugarh
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As part of the Swachhata Hi Sewa Campaign 2024,
our college Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College,
Dibrugarh too organized a cleanliness awareness
program aimed at educating street vendors on the
importance of maintaining cleanliness in their
workspaces. The program, conducted on 1"
October,2024, focused on enhancing awareness
about hygiene and proper waste disposal among
vendors, especially in busy areas like Thanachariali
and Mancotta Road of Dibrugarh. The campaign
was designed to benefit both vendors and the
community by fostering a cleaner environment.

Route and Locations Covered

The program began at our college campus and
followed a route through Thanachariali and
Mancotta Road of Dibrugarh, two prominent areas
with a high concentration of street vendors. These
locations were specifically chosen because of their
importance as busy market hubs where cleanliness
plays a crucial role in both public health and
business appeal. After engaging with vendors and
distributing cleanliness materials, the program
concluded back at the college campus via Police
Reserve.

Objective
The primary objective of the cleanliness awareness
program was to educate street vendors on the
significance of maintaining hygiene and cleanliness
m their workspaces. Specifically, the program
aimed to:

1. Raise Awareness about Cleanliness:
To highlight the importance of
cleanliness for personal health,

public safety, and community well-

being, especially in busy market

areas.

2. Promote the Use
Dustbins: To encourage vendors to

of Proper

use dustbins effectively for waste
their

surroundings remain clean and free

disposal,  ensuring  that

from litter.

3. Teach Waste Segregation: To
educate vendors on the importance
of waste segregation, demonstrating
how to separate biodegradable and

non-biodegradable waste to support better
waste management and recycling efforts.

Through these objectives, the program sought to
empower vendors to take ownership of their work
environment, contributing to a cleaner, healthier
community.

Execution of the Program

The cleanliness awareness program was executed
through one-on-one interactions between the
college students and the street vendors. These
mteractions focused on educating vendors about
the following key points:

1. Handling of Dustbins:

Students demonstrated the proper use of dustbins,
emphasizing the importance of waste segregation.
Vendors shown how to

were separate

biodegradable waste from non-biodegradable
items to ensure effective disposal. Dustbins and
biodegradable bags were distributed, encouraging
vendors to implement these practices at their stalls
immediately.

2. Impact of Cleanliness:

The
cleanliness m and around their workspaces would

students explammed how maintaining
positively impact the health of both vendors and
their customers. They highlighted that cleaner stalls
are likely to attract more customers and create a

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College



healthier, The

discussions also touched upon the long-term

more appealing marketplace.

benefits of cleanliness, such as reducing the spread
of diseases and contributing to a cleaner, more
sustainable environment.

3. Waste Management Practices:

Demonstrations were given on how to properly
dispose of waste, and how vendors can contribute
to keeping public spaces litter-free by using eco-
friendly practices. Vendors were also informed
supporting local waste
collaborating ~ with

about their role In

efforts by
municipal workers.

management

Through these interactions, students not only
raised awareness but also encouraged vendors to
adopt cleanliness practices that would benefit both
their business and the community.

Key Messages Delivered

Throughout the cleanliness awareness program,
the college students focused on delivering the
following essential messages to the street vendors:

Dr. R.K.B. Law College
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1. Health and Hygiene:

Vendors were educated on the direct impact of
cleanliness on health, especially in food-handling
areas. The students emphasized that maintaining a
clean workspace reduces the risk of illnesses,
protects both vendors and customers, and leads to
a healthier environment overall.

2. Waste Management:

Proper waste disposal and segregation were key
points of discussion. Vendors were shown how to
separate biodegradable and non-biodegradable
waste and encouraged to use dustbins consistently.

The

preventing pollution and keeping public spaces

mmportance of waste management in

clean was highlighted.
3. Environmental Responsibility:

The program stressed the role of street vendors in
contributing to a cleaner, sustainable environment.
By adopting small changes like using eco-friendly
products and ensuring proper waste disposal,
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play an

mmportant part in reducing

vendors  can

environmental damage and

promoting long-term

sustainability.
Responses From Vendors

the

mteractions,

During one-on-one

vendors
provided valuable feedback
about the challenges they
face n maintaining
cleanliness. Key responses
mcluded:

1. Irregular  Garbage
Collection by the
Municipality:
Several
pointed out that the

vendors

municipality does not collect garbage
regularly, leading to the accumulation of
waste near their stalls. This hinders their
ability to maintamn a clean environment
and creates health hazards.

2. Lack of Separate Dustbins for Waste:
Vendors expressed the need for separate
dustbins specifically for biodegradable and

They

mentioned that despite being willing to

non-biodegradable waste.
segregate waste, the lack of infrastructure
makes it difficult to follow through with
proper waste management practices.

3. Limited Awareness about Waste
Management: Many vendors admitted that
they were unaware of the correct methods
of waste segregation and disposal. They

drive but

emphasized the need for continuous

appreciated the awareness
education and support to help them adopt
these practices effectively.

Despite these challenges, most vendors showed a
willingness to cooperate and expressed interest in
maintaining cleaner workspaces if provided with
the necessary tools and municipal support.

. ‘ ' T :
e ?’"i\'f\““ "r‘*"_\\""s .

Thus, mn conclusion the cleanliness awareness
program revealed that while the street vendors are
open to cooperating and improving the cleanliness
of their they lack
awareness and practical knowledge on proper

surroundings, sufficient

waste management, particularly waste segregation.

One of the major challenges they face is the
nregular garbage collection by the municipality,
which hampers their efforts to maintain cleanliness.
Moreover, the vendors highlighted the absence of
separate dustbins for biodegradable and non-
biodegradable waste, making it difficult for them to
mmplement waste segregation effectively.

Given these challenges, it is evident that more such
awareness programs should be conducted on a
larger scale to educate and empower street
Additionally, the
municipality need to take urgent and consistent

vendors. government and
measures to support the vendors by ensuring
regular waste collection and providing appropriate
infrastructure, such as  separate  dustbins.
Collaborative efforts between authorities and the
community are crucial to achieving a cleaner,

healthier environment.
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Waves

Purabjyoti Gogoi
3rd Semester, LL. B

(1)

“It's been 3 months since we last
met!”,

“Yes I getit, but I really won’t be
able to make it this weekend"

“how about the next ? will you be
available then?”

“Agam, I can't assure you ,
Abhinav, about that.”

“Don’t be diplomatic Sarang”

“Guys please bear with me , I
am really occupied this weekend
with my group projects ..”

“I wonder what type of group
projects are those!” remarked
Gunjan.

"Believe me guys, I have a lot to prepare."

“Fine we get it , Sarang !” letting out a sigh, “let’s
postpone it to next Saturday.

Abhinav, Guman and Sarang have been good
friends since their college days. Having similar
mterests it did facilitate them in their bonding.
Visiting book cafes, watching movies, travelling,
and staying out till late at night during festivals were
After the
completion of a three-year degree program, their

some of their common Interests.

ways did split.

Gunjan decided to discontinue further higher
studies and choose to prepare for the competitive
‘While

Abhinav continued with his persuasion of higher

exams for varlous government jobs.
studies i Economics. As for Sarang, he got
accepted to Management studies. Despite their
distinctive career choices, they decided to have
their

activities on weekends. Initially, it seemed to

frequent meet-ups and continue usual
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happen as they thought so, but fate had other plans.
Frequent meet ups and plans turned into months
of uncertainty although they were almost in the
same city. They often were occupied with their
academics or other matters of such kind which left
with no other option but to compromise their
plans.

Today 1s one of such days when they had to
reschedule their movie plan.

Alfter the conference call with Abhinav and Sarang
was over, Gunjan retired from his chair to the bed.
He had high hopes to watch the newly released
movie ‘Kalki’ in the theatre ,which had created
quite a sensation among movie enthusiasts. But
since the plan was rescheduled, he felt a bit upset.
He lay down in his bed and began to stretch. A
tingling sensation did run through his joints and
back. Just as he began to roll and whimper in his
bed, his father entered the room with a loud bang.
“He Gung...”
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One might skip a heartbeat at such but for Gunjan
it only made him sit at once on the bed. It was a
thing he was accustomed to since the day he got his
own room. The door had endured such moments
throughout.

“Hey Gung! I need...”, before his father could
complete his words, Gunjan spoke “My Hotspot
on ..you can access it.”

“No it’s not, I just checked” , his father held out the
mobile.

Gunjan got up from his bed and checked his own
mobile that was left on the study desk. “It's on ! I
said ..see..”, he held the mobile up facing the
screen to his father.

“Then why 1s it not connected to mine” , Gunjan
took the mobile from his father and checked the
default. His father had not turned on the Wi-Fi He
turned it on and remarked , “You haven’t turned
the Wi-Fi on , how it would work”

He handed the mobile back to his father, “No
matter how many times I teach, you always forget
to turn ...”

“So you were not studying” , his father said, staring
at the unorganized desk with closed books and
notebooks.

“NO!”’
“NO !'”, his father repeated in his pitched voice.

“I mean Yes! I did but now am not” Gunjan gave
his defence but in his mind he knew he had already
lost.

“It's only 1pm and you have suspended your
studies. That ’s why your results are so appealing”
, his father said in his critical tone “Knowing how
to turn on Wi-Fi and Hotspot will not bring any
job, you will have to study and go through your
subjects well...”

“Yes! Yes! I know” , Gunjan shook his head i all
directions “Now 1f you would excuse me Dad , 1
would continue with my maths practice”

“If you want to do it, then do it properly” , his father
remarked and went out of the room. Gunjan
settled on the chair and was about to open one of

his notebooks , his father returned back to the
room again ,

“So you haven’t started yet” ,

Gunjan looked surprised and felt betrayed “ you
just left a moment ago..”

“Keep your excuses” and he walked back and
howled “Atlest clean your desk. It looks like a place
for spiders and rats.” His father left the room
without the door being closed.

Gunjan had no intent to study for the day as he felt
quite exhausted. The math problems seemed
obscure. For Gunjan maths was his Achilles heel.
He turned the pages of the question guide that was
provided to him in his coaching classes. One and
half years ago when Gunjan had made the choice
to appear for competitive exams after his bachelor
course he took admitted in Academia Foton, a well
known coaching institute in the city for eight
months. When the eight months course was over it
was all up to him to continue his preparations
turther. He appeared for a few exams in the course
of the following year but couldn't make it to the
selection round. These frequent setbacks often
"Maybe 1
shouldn't have dropped my higher studies.." 1s what

made him reconsider his decisions,

lingered n his mind.

He began to turn the pages and stopped in the
section of geometry. Those in his school days gave
him quite a hard nut to crack. A few of those
geometry concepts seemed as 1f they could even
the the depths
pandemonium. Although he had no mtent to study
for the day he knew he had to.

summon devils from of

It was half past three, Gunjan lost track of time
while he solved the problems. He turned the pages
to see how much he had covered. Twenty one
pages he counted. It looked enough to satisty
himself . He walked out of his room and began to
roam in the house to grab something to eat. Sharda
didi, the housemaid who was doing the dishes in
the basin noticed him and asked, “Baba! Is there
anything you want?”

“I was looking for some snacks”

“No snack at the moment, I will get some from
market in the evening”

Dr. Rohini Kanta Barua Law College



Gunjan remembered 1t was a Friday, the day
Sharda didi goes out to shop vegetables and
everything else required i the kitchen until the
next week.

She washed her hands, walked to the fridge and
opened 1t. She took out an apple and handed it to
Gunjan. “Sahab 1s having his afternoon nap”, she
mformed him.

Gunjan with the apple in his hand strolled back to
his room. He sat relaxed in his wheelchair and

opened his mobile. There were three missed calls
by Abhinav. He called back Abhinav,

“What’s up you called thrice ?”

“That’s because you never pick up the first time”
replied Abhinav in his snobbish tone.

“Well now I did,” giggled Gunjan.

“Whatever!” Abhinav paused for a while “Listen I
was thinking why don’t we go to Sarang’s place. 1
mean 1if you are free”

“I am always free” stressed Guman “We can
actually but he said he had projects to do..”

“Projects never end , you know that”,

“Well I can’t agree less on that.” Gunjan took a
glanced at the clock and then said, “Fine if you say
so!”, I will be ready within thirty minutes”

“I will pick you up at 4”
“Done!”
(&)

“You said 4pm ! Its 5:10pm now”
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‘Did I ? 1

remember”

don’t
Abhinav
cackled while he drove his
scooty with Gunjan on his

back.

“The fault’s
shouldn’t have expected

mine . I

you on time”

“it  happens sometimes.
Remember that day when

you made us wait.”

“STOP!” Gunjan hit Abhinav on his back “Don’t
bring that up to shelter your habit”

Abhinav has always been of the snobbish kind who
1s critical and conservative of himself against
Due to his
personality it was always difficult for him to make

everything that comes across.
companions 1n a new environment. In his college
days with the presence of Sarang and Gunjan by his
side 1t was never difficult for him to remain social.
While i the Unversity he has been under
terms  of

conditional relaton with  his

classmates.With  the nsing  scenario  of
unemployment he had his analysis that having
more academic qualifications would aid him later
i his quest for a fine job. So, he took admission in
sociological studies. But it worked otherwise as the
burden increased although he managed both the
courses well enough. With his involvement with
two subjects at the same time it however limited his
time for other activities like making art and crafts
i which he once excelled.

His friends who were once graced by his works
often tried to ask him to restart.

He would just say,
“Well that won’t feed me!” ,and laugh it off.

Abhinav knew deep down that his muse had left
him long ago.

“The sun’s down!”Gunjan said, gazing at the
reddish sky.

The clouds shimmered like brushstrokes, casting a
warm, tranquil light over the horizon. As twilight
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began to descend, birds were on their way back to
their nests, their soft calls echoed in the fading light.

As they drove , a huge flock of birds flew across the
horizon leaving a sight to marvel. Both the boys
were left flabbergasted.

Gunjan commented, “Hey that seems like one of
your old paintings”

“Really I don’t remember that”

“I am sure you made one like that once on canvas”
“Maybe!”

“You should make one again”

“Hold on tight! The road’s bumpy” said Abhinav
and drove.

3)
“Sarang! Sarang! Open the door!

“Open the door! Show us your group project”
howled Abhinav.

“Maybe he’s let his
mobile”,Gunjan took out his mobile and began to

asleep, me call on
call Sarang while Abhinav sniffed the doors and

windows like a cat peeping inside.

“It's ringing! I can hear 1t”, Abhinav said, who had
his left ear on the door. He was about to knock
when suddenly Sarang opened the door and
Abhinav almost seemed to fall inside.

“GUYS!! You should have told me you were
coming”

“We brought snacks,” Gunjan said, holding up the
bags.

“Move! I want to see the group project”. Abhinav
shoved Sarang aside who was at the entrance.

Sarang's home was in another town. When he got
selected to Management Studies he moved into a
small room with the rent of five thousand a month.
The room had everything a student would require
to survive in that phase : a kitchen adjacent to the
small square room, a small bathroom where a man
could fit himself well enough , a small bed and a
table to study. The setup is quite that of a prison
cell; The only difference lies in the fact that one

imprisons only the mind while the other does the
both. Sarang always disliked the neon green paint
on the walls , in the imitial days he made his
attempts to convince the landlord to make some
changes but they were of no avail.

Abhinav raided the room as if some crime had
occurred 1n the place. He scrolled through Sarang’s
desk to find something of his interest but there was
none. Just then the dustbin at the corner of the
room caught his attention. It was in fact in the state
of demanding attention with overflowing stuff. He
howled to Sarang “ Atlest clean your dustbin “

“I will ! T was about to actually.”

“You two should have given me some hint. I would
have cleaned my room.”

Sarang said as he arranged the bed sheet for them
to sit. Gunjan closed the door behind and hopped
up into the bed. He occupied a corner and sat with
his legs stretched across the bed. While Abhinav
sat on the other corner of the bed. Sarang strolled
across the room and turned the lights on.

“You have been avoiding our plans since the past

three months. What's the deal?” Abhmanv

enquired.

"And what’s this group project thing? I have been
hearing about it since the past few weeks”

Both of them began their interrogation while
Sarang went through the snacks they bought.

He took one and opened it.

“Don’t ask about it! It’s really exhausting” he said
with chips in his mouth.“Try us!” saild Gunjan as
he opened a packet and handed it to Abhinav.

“Well, the group I am assigned to for the project,
it's quite a headache”

“What trouble do you cause them?”
“Not me! It was them.”
“Oh really!!” Abhinav pretended to be surprised.

“Actually 1t’s the group members. There's a lack of
coordination among us. Each one has their own
thing going on and are not responsible.”
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“You said you had problems with your previous
group projects t0o,” said Gunjan.

“All my
classmates  are
the same. They
always tend to
run away [rom
responsibilities
and do their
idividual
thing”

“Well similar 1s
the case of

mine. Last
month 1 also
had to do a
group

assignment. It
was such a
tussle to put up
with each other.
Their way of
presentation
was not
appealing at all and due to them I too had to
suffer...it's such..”

“Our earlier college mates were far better than
these.”

“To be honest I feel that frequently these days”
agreed Abhinav.

Abhinav and Sarang complained about their
academic stress and coordination. Meanwhile
Gunjan completed hall of the snacks. Him
completing a packet over the other caught Sarang's
attention.

“I thought those were for me,” said Sarang.

“Don’t be greedy! Eat those” Gunjan said in his
defence.

Sarang avoided that and picked up a snack. He
continued ,

“Those hippies of my class, they could have done
the project without causing huge expenditure. But
no, they won'’t listen to me no matter how many
times I suggest.”
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“I can resonate to that,” said Abhinav.

“I don’t have the available budget to spend with

open arms.” Sarang cried.

“Nowadays 1 feel quite pitiful to ask for money
from my father.” Gunjan released a sigh “I know
he would give me but I don’t feel like asking”

“That’s natural to happen. It happens to me too”,
Abhinav added.

“I too feel the hesitation. They are already paying
the huge amount of fees for my studies”,

“Education’s getting quite expensive with time”,
Gunjan commented.

“Absolutely! They ask for huge amounts at a time.”
Sarang spoke as he calculated the amount in his
mind “Mine was eighty thousand, forget the
expenses of the books, rent and other essentials..”

“mine 1s twenty two for each semester” Abhinav
gave his numbers.

Gunjan had no such numbers to present. He
sometimes felt an outcast to the academic
discussions although his {riends never regarded as
such. Moments like such on occasions made him
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question his choice for dropping his further higher
studies.

As Gunjan was tangled up m his thoughts, Sarang
said

“Just the other day we were twenty one and so
carefree and now ...”

“Unemployed, stressed and uncertain and what
not?” said Gunjan.

“You will get your job ahead of us, I have that
hunch” Abhinav said with his optimistic gesture.

“Last time when you said something with so much
optimism, as far as I could remember there was a
breakup” Gunjan turned his head to Sarang.

“What?? Don’t give me that look” Sarang looked
aside.

“Well consider me as a seer..I speak only what’s
bound to happen.”

“Fine! If it happens I will take you two on a trip with
my first salary” he laughed it off along with the
others.

“Your situation will be better!” Sarang commented
for Abhmav “You
educational degrees”

are going to have two

“Correct! It would be easy to get a job” added
Gunjan.

“Keep it to yourself ! These are things to say.”
Abhinav sounded annoyed.

“Well we are not wrong”

“That’s for say , there are many PhD scholars and
people with qualified academic certificates. The
iwony 1s they are still without any jobs.” Said
Abhinav.

“That’s true though. The other day when I went for
my competitive exam the candidates were so
qualified” said Gunjan with concern. “ At times I
feel an existential crisis looking at their state. I feel
miserable sometimes”

“It's okay to feel it. Coaching and preparing for
competitive exams 1s hard. Its brings us mental
exhaustion” asserted Sarang

(@

Cn

“Absolutely! It's like a long meditation with
uncertainty.”

“It might happen or not..” expressed Abhinav.

“I just wish I could get a decent job and provide
financial support to my family.”

“SodoI”

9

“This phase of life is really getting on my nerves *
“Really” said Abhinav.

Their discussion dove into the harsh realities of life
and the struggles most teenagers of the generation
taced. They knew their 1ssues but couldn’t help
themselves no matter what they tried.

“Enough with the harsh thoughts , what have you
guys been doing recently besides study?” Gunjan
tried to change the course of discussion. He turned
to Abhmnav first, “Did you make any new art
piece?”

Abhinav shook his head in denial.

“Why not? It's been ages though since I last saw
any” enquired Sarang.

“No time at all for those. I am entirely caught up
between my two subjects”

“Can’t help it ! To be honest I lost my touch and
motivation” Abhinav expressed in his thoughttul
tone.

“Well 1t’s never too late to restart. Start posting in
social media handles like the old days.” said
Gunjan. “Speaking about motivation I too seem to
have lost my touch in story writing.”

“I haven't even played my guitar for a long time”.
Sarang said with a thoughtful note. It made him
realise he too has lost touch with art.

Their occupancy with curriculum left them with
less time to spend and explore their inner self.

They continued their chat and told the things they
faced in the past three months. Their relationship
their
happened so far. They lost track of time due to it.

status, academics, and everything that

“What’s the time?” Abhinav asked Gunjan.
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“It's 9:20 pm.” Gunjan added “Maybe we should
get going. It's too late.”

“Yes! If I don’t get there before 10 pm my parents
might disown me for the night.” spoke Abhinav as
he collected his belongings and got ready to leave.
He turned towards Sarang “And you !! Just clean
the room or at least empty that dustbin of yours. It
stinks!”

“And do well with your group projects. Try to do
your part well” Gunjan added.

“It shall pass! Be on your way now guys, it's late!”
()

It was almost 10pm when Gunjan looked at his
watch before entering the house. He slowly

knocked on the door. Sarda didi opened the door
“Oh Baba! Come nside”

“Where’s Dad?”
“He’s sleeping “
“Did he do his dinner?”

“Yes ! Yes ! Baba. You go freshen up, I will set the
table.”

“Didi I will eat a little later”

Gunjan was about to walk into his father’s room
and peeped mside. His father was sound asleep.
Gunjan backed and strolled towards his room . He
came back to the drawing room where Sharda didi
was watching television as usual.

“Didi I had something to ask “
“Yes baba”

“It's out of the box actually...”
“Ask ask”

“If someone’s caught up n a situation which he
can’t change in any way possible what must he do?
Like the person is trying his best to change the
situation but in no way he can.”

“It's so simple Baba! Just go with the flow for the
moment. Everything changes with time”

“Hmm..”, Gunjan nodded,
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“The waves roll in, strike us, and then recede back

mto the ocean...what matters 1s our approach to
»

them.

“Well you sound quite philosophical. Where did
you get such mnsights ?”

“I watch too many shows like ...”

“Forget it! I am going to study for a bit” , Gunjan
said and headed back to his room. He sat on his
chair and dropped a message to Abhinav to check
if he reached. Abhinav replied “Barely survived!”

Gunjan smiled and kept the mobile aside. He
opened his maths notebook ,ready to practice
some as he uttered with a deep breath,

“Waves!”

— ]

Neural Complexity: The human brain has
around 86 billion neurons, with each
neuron forming thousands of connections,
making it the most complex biological
structure known.

Cognitive Flexibility: Unlike Al or animals,
human intelligence excels 1 abstract
thinking, problem-solving, and adapting to
completely novel situations.

Collective Intelligence: Humans amplify
mtelligence through collaboration, creating
shared knowledge systems like language,
science, and technology.

Emotional Intelligence: Unlike traditional
1Q, emotional intelligence (EQ) plays a
crucial role in decision-making, leadership,
and social interactions.

Brain FEfficiency: The human brain
consumes only about 20 watts of power—
less than a light bulb—while performing
computations beyond the reach of modern

supercomputers.
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Hi! I am a woman, and this istr;ly story. Surely,
calling my mom at 11 p.m. isn't something unusual,
right? I believe we've all done that with our parents.
So, I called her and said, 'Hello, Maa! I've just
arrived at my workplace and am about to start my
rounds. After that, I will probably be home by
tomorrow morning. Please ensure Dad takes his
medicines on time, and don't worry about me.
Have a good night's sleep. Goodnight. Bye!'

With a smile, I proudly donned my white coat,
unaware that it would soon be stained with my own
blood. As I walked through the corridors, taking
rounds on my patients, I couldn't help but feel a
deep sense of fulfilment. The act of serving those
for whom I had dedicatedly studied for more than
seven vyears filled me with an indescribable
emotion. Just as I began to sense the fragile hope
within me, it was mercilessly shattered by those
who wore human faces but carried the souls of
monsters. If only I could call out to my mom, to

tell her, "Mom, I know them—them, and them, and

The 11 PM Call

Sanjana Prajapati
LL. B 3rd Semester

them too." They were my colleagues,
my juniors, people I once trusted. But
now, I can’t fathom what I could have
done to deserve such cruelty. Once
bright with hope, my eyes suddenly
plunged into a deep, suffocating ocean
of darkness. The faces around me
were hauntingly familiar, yet their
actions were unrecognizable. 1
struggled to breathe, to reconcile the
faces 1 knew with the horrors they
mflicted, but my mind refused to
accept this cruel realty. As I sank
- deeper and deeper into despair, my
lungs burned, desperate for air, while
heart ached, wunable to
comprehend the betrayal that
surrounded me. With each hand that

drew closer to me, my desperate thirst

my

and hunger for freedom seemed to
fade. I tried to mutter something, but
the words barely escaped, as if even
my voice had been silenced by fear. Tears began to
flow, racing down my cheeks as the horrifying
realization struck—these monsters were forcing my
legs apart. Paralyzed by terror, I couldn’t scream,
beg, or resist. My mind spiralled into a dark abyss
as a cold, merciless hand tore away my white coat.
I didn’t fight back; it was as if some part of me had
resigned, expecting this nightmare.

The seminar room, once a place of learning, was
now nothing but a void of darkness and a silence
so chilling that it still haunted me. No one heard
me, Mom. I called out for help, but my cries for
mercy were swallowed by the emptiness. I wonder
now, where was everyone? Hours later, I awoke on
the cold, unforgiving floor—the very floor where 1
once served with pride. But now, I lay there with
broken ribs, my blood seeping into the ground. My
vision blurred, and I remembered the spectacles
you once said made me look so smart and
ambitious. They shattered those too, Mom. They
stomped on my face, and the shards pierced my
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eye, blinding me. The pain was excruciating, yet my
body felt Lighter as if it was slowly slipping away
from me.

Even as I dnfted, the vile touch of those men
yanked me back to the cruel reality, pressing me
mercilessly into the cold, unyielding tile. I'm sure
they heard my bones cry out as they cracked, and I
heard the whimper of my stethoscope as it pressed
against my face. I was there i that room,
surrounded by darkness, my bones breaking, my
body growing stiff. But strangely, I felt no pain—was
it because I was slipping into unconsciousness?
Were my eyes open or closed? I couldn’t tell.

‘Why did this have to happen to me, Mom? Was it
because I spoke out against the corruption n the
hospital? Was this brutal attack planned from the
start? My mind raced with questions, each more
agonizing than the last. I didn’t rise from that filthy
floor—I longed to be under the open sky, gazing at
the stars. But the men had other plans. I overheard
them—talking about stopping my breath. Were
they talking about me? By then, I was too far gone
to care. My mind was struggling, grappling with
something I couldn’t quite grasp, and then,
suddenly, it hit me— My throat, ensnared by
merciless, cold-blooded hands, constricted
painfully as my mind grappled with the horrifying
realization that I had only a few breaths left to take.
In those excruciating moments, a torrent of
thoughts overwhelmed me: all the words I never
got to share with my mom, the countless emotions
I yearned to express, the dreams I would never see
tulfilled, the mornings I would never awaken to,
and the smiles I would never again experience. My
mind, defiant and stubborn, refused to accept this
cruel fate, while my body, already suspended in the
air, was subject to each agonizing contraction that
signaled the man’s overpowering grip on my life.
As my consciousness clung to the precious beauty
of those fleeting seven seconds, a profound sorrow
washed over me. I tried to find solace in the
fragments of what I was leaving behind, and with a
heart aching from the pain, I surrendered and...

I was a woman and this was my storyls
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Snippets ‘1

Home to the Big Five: Kaziranga
National Park is famous for its "Big
Five" - the one-horned rhinoceros,
tiger, elephant, wild water buffalo,
and swamp deer.

Highest Rhino Population: It
harbors  the  world's largest
population of the Indian one-
horned rhinoceros, with over 2,600
mdividuals.

UNESCO World Heritage Site:
Kaziranga was  designated a
UNESCO World Heritage Site 1n
1985 due to 1its exceptional
biodiversity.

Tiger Density Hotspot: Despite
being known for rhinos, Kaziranga
has one of the highest tiger densities
among India’s national parks.
Flood-Dependent Ecosystem:
Annual floods of the Brahmaputra
River play a vital role in maintaining
the  park’s  grasslands  and
biodiversity.

Migratory Bird Paradise: Kaziranga
1s an Important Bird Area (IBA),
attracting migratory birds like the
great hornbill, pelicans, and bar-
headed geese.

Anti-Poaching  Success:  Strict
conservation measures, including
armed  forest  guards, have
significantly curbed poaching in the
park.

Traditional Jeep and Elephant
Safaris: Visitors can explore the
park through jeep and elephant
safaris, offering close encounters
with 1ts incredible wildlife.
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The Crystal of Ashenwood Groove

Kinnari Das
LL.B. 1ST Semester

In a quet village at the edge of the vast and
mysterious forest, Rohan, a young blacksmith,
dreamed of a life beyond the clinking of his forge.
Though his skills in crafting swords and armor
were unmatched, he longed for adventure, a
chance to prove himself beyond the anwvil. The
villagers often shared the tales of ancient relics,
forbidden lands and forgotten heroes, but one
legend intrigued Rohan the most- the crystal of
Ashenwood groove. It was said that the artifact had
immense power, hidden in the heart of the forest,
capable of bestowing both light and darkness.

One evening, as the sun dipped below the horizon,
a hooded stranger arrived in the village. They were
cloaked 1 shadows, their voices low and urgent.
“You are Rohan, the blacksmith P”

asked.

the stranger

“I am,” Rohan replied cautiously, setting down his
hammer.

Without hesitation, the stranger pulled a small
glowing amulet from his bag and handed it to
Rohan. “The Crystal of Ashenwood Groove is in
danger. A great evil seeks to claim it. You must
protect it - only you can.”

Before Rohan could ask more, the stranger
vanished into the night, leaving him with the amulet
and a map. Conflicted but intrigued, Rohan finally
made a decision. By dawn, he had packed his tools,
strapped on a sword of his own, and set out for the
unknown.

The map led him deep into the forest, a place that
seemed alive with whispers and shadows. After
several days of travel, Rohan encountered Kael, a
sharp tongue rogue who had been tracking the
same map. Though Kael’s motives were unclear,
he offered to guide Rohan through the terrain.

Rohan accepted Kael’s offer knowing that he could
not face the forest alone. The partnership was
uneasy at first. They faced several things in the

journey and also attacks from shadow beasts. As

they journeyed, Kael revealed his true reason for

seeking the crystal- his sister Aria, had been taken
by the shadow beasts and only the crystal could
help or save her.

The journey led them to the same forgotten ruins
where they found inscriptions about the crystal’s
origins. They learned that the crystal was a
fragment of star, meant to protect the world but 1if
tainted by darkness 1t could destroy everything.

Guided by the amulet, they finally reached the
hidden temple of Ashenwood Groove. The temple
was carved mto the side of a waterfall surrounded
by the obsidian statues. Inside they found the
crystal floating above the pool, its light pulsating
faintly.

But they were not alone. The Shadow king had
already arrived there, the king emerged from the
shadows, he sneered, “you’ve done well to bring
me the amulet.” A fierce battle ensued between
them. The Shadow king wielded dark magic while
Rohan fought valiantly with his sword, Kael used
his agility. The Shadow king was too powerful and
their efforts were in vain.

In a desperate moment, Kael used the amulet to
create a barrier of light, protecting Rohan.
Remembering the inscriptions Rohan realized that
the crystal had to be destroyed. He struck the
crystal with his sword shattering it. The explosion
was blinding. The light from the explosion
consumed the Shadow king, vanishing the darkness
forever. The shards of the crystal dissolved into the

alr.

When the light faded, Rohan and Kael found
themselves alone in the temple. Though the crystal
was gone its essence remained within them. Rohan
felt warmth in his chest- a fragment of light had
chosen himself as its guardian. Kael meanwhile
found his sister Aria, freed from the Shadow’s
grasp, alive and well.

The three returned to the village as heroes, though
Rohan knew his journey was not over. The amulet
continued to glow faintly, a reminder that light must
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always be protected. Rohan’s name became path and protect the world from the forces of
legend- a blacksmith who dared to forge his own  darkness

61
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A Tort-full Tale of Ned Negligent and the Troublesome Tree

Silchi Shreya Kashyap
LLB 3rd Semester

In a small town called Litigiousville, where lawsuits
were as common as morning coffee, lived a man
named Ned Negligent. Ned wasn’t the sharpest
tool in the shed, but he was friendly, and everyone
knew him as the guy who could mess up just about
anything without even trying.

One day, Ned decided to spruce up his backyard
by planting a tree. Not just any tree, but a massive
oak he’d bought at a discount from a traveling tree
salesman. “This oak 1s going to be the pride of my
yard,” Ned declared proudly as he planted the tree
right on the edge of his property line, a little too
close to his neighbor’s house.

Now, Ned’s neighbor was Mrs. Prudence Prickly,
a woman who kept her garden in perfect order and
her legal knowledge sharper than her garden
shears. Mrs. Prickly took
one look at the towering oak
and mmmediately saw
trouble. “Ned,” she called
over the fence, “that tree 1s
far too close to my property.

It's going to  cause
problems.”
“Nonsense!” Ned replied.

“Trees are nature’s gift! It'll
Just give you some extra

shade.”

Mrs. Prickly frowned. “If
that tree causes any damage,

I'll hold you responsible,
Ned!”

Ned just laughed it off, but
Mrs. Prickly wasn’t joking.
She was already mentally
drafting a lawsuit in case
anything went wrong.

A few months passed, and
sure enough, the tree grew at
an alarming rate. Its roots
began to snake their way

under Mrs. Prickly’s

perfectly manicured lawn, cracking her pristine
driveway. One morning, after a particularly stormy
night, Mrs. Prickly woke up to find a giant branch
from Ned’s oak tree had crashed through her
kitchen window, scattering her breakfast and her
legal books across the floor.

“This 1s a TORT!” Mrs. Prickly yelled, shaking her
fist at the sky.

She marched straight to Ned’s house, where she
found him attempting to trim the tree with a pair of
children’s safety scissors. “Ned! Your tree has
trespassed on my property, caused damage, and
violated my rights! You're liable for everything
under the doctrine of nuisance, negligence, and

'”

trespass
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Ned blinked. “Uh, what’s a tort?”

Mrs. Prickly rolled her eyes. “A tort, Ned, 1s a civil
wrong that causes someone else to suffer loss or
harm resulting in legal Lability. And boy, are you
liable!”

Ned scratched his head. “I thought torts were those
little French pies.”

“No, Ned. Tarts are pastries. Torts are what you’ll
be paying for when I take you to court!”

Realizing the gravity of the situation, Ned tried to
make things right. He offered to pay for the
damage, but Mrs. Prickly, being the legal eagle she
was, 1nsisted on taking the matter to Small Claims
Court to teach him a lesson.

In court, Ned stood nervously in front of the judge,
who was already familiar with Mrs. Prickly’s

penchant for suing over the smallest infractions.

Dr. R.K.B. Law College
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“Mrs. Prickly,” the judge sighed, “what is it this
time?”

Mrs. Prickly launched into a detailed explanation
of the damage caused by Ned’s tree, citing cases,
precedents, and legal doctrines with the fervor of a
law professor. She ended with a dramatic, “I
demand compensation for my broken window,
ruined driveway, and emotional distress from living
i constant fear of falling branches!”

The judge turned to Ned, who was holding a
crumpled piece of paper with what he thought was
his defense. “Uh, Your Honor, I didn’t mean any
harm. I just wanted to plant a nice tree. And, uh, I
brought you some homemade torts... I mean, tarts.
To, you know, make up for it.”

The judge tried to stifle a laugh. “Ned, do you
understand what a tort 1s?”

Ned grinned sheepishly. “Well, I think I do now.
Is when you accadentally turn your
neighbor’s kitchen mto a lumber yard,
right?”

The judge chuckled. “Close enough. But
unfortunately, you are liable for the damage.
+ I'll award Mrs. Prickly compensation, but
let’s not go overboard.”

Mrs. Prickly beamed with satisfaction, and
Ned handed over the check. As the court
- adjourned, the judge called Ned over. “Ned,
next time you plant something, maybe
consider where 1C’s going to grow. And keep
the tarts coming—they’re excellent.”

Ned nodded enthusiastically. “Will do, Your
Honor! I've got a great recipe for pecan
torts—uh, I mean, tarts—ready for next ime.”

And so, Ned learned a valuable lesson about

torts, trees, and neighbors with a love for the

law. From that day on, he made sure to plant
his trees far from anyone’s property line—
and his baking skills became the talk of the
town. As for Mrs. Prickly, she was content
knowing she’d won her case and had a steady
supply of delicious tarts to sweeten the deal.
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The Unbroken Spirit

Meghal Pasari
B.B.A LL.B 1" Semester

As Kirti walked into the dimly Iit library, the weight
of her dreams seemed to crush her. Another
semester, another mountain of case laws to
conquer, another hurdle to overcome. Kirti, a
second-year law student, felt the familiar creep of

doubt.

“Why am I doing this?” she wondered, staring
blankly at her textbooks.

Just then, a frail figure caught her attention. An
elderly man, dressed in a worn suit, sat across her,
pouring over a thick textbook. His eyes, though
tired, shone with determination.

Curious, Kirti approached him, “Sir, what brings
you here?

The man looked up, his face etched with lines

of hardship. “I am preparing for my Bar exam
again.”

Kirti’s eyes widened. “Again”?

“Yes, I've failed three times already. But I won’t
give up. I promised my wife

that 1
lawyer to fight for justice for

would become a

our community.”  He |
paused,  collecting  his

thoughts. “You see, our

community’s  land

|

|
was J
forcibly acquired by the
Government for a mining
project. Many families were

displaced and their
livelihoods were destroyed.
The
polluted our water sources
and our children fell ill. T

want to fight for their rights,

mining  company

to ensure they receive fair

His
cracked with emotions. ”I remember my wife’s

compensation and rehabilitation.” voice

words: ‘Justice 1s not just a word, it’s a promise we
must keep.” The man said, “I won’t rest until that

promise is fulfilled.” His eyes sparkled with
determination. “I'll fight for our community’s
rights, no matter how long it takes.”

Kirti felt a surge of admiration. “You are an
mspiration, sir.”

The old man smiled. “I'm just a man who refuses
to lose hope. Law is tough but it’s nothing
compared to life’s battles. You will face setbacks,
but don’t let them break you.”

Kirti listened, entrenched, as he shared his story. A

story of struggle, perseverance, of hope.

That transformed  Kirti’s

perspective. She realized that Law school wasn’t

chance encounter

jJust about academics; it was about cultivating
resilience, empathy, and courage.
With renewed determination, Kirti dove mnto

her
underprivileged women

studies. She jomned a project, helping

access justice. Kvery

victory, no matter how small, reignited her passion.

Months Kirti
before the same elderly man,

later, stood
now a fellow lawyer, in a
packed courtroom. Together,
they argued a landmark case,
the nghts of

fighting for

backward communities.

As the judge delivered the
verdict in their favor, Kirt1 felt
an overwhelming sense of
pride. The old man’s words
echoed in her mind: “Hope 1s
the spark that ignites the fire
of justice.”

Kirti’s journey wasn’t easy, but
she learned that hope can
conquer even the darkest doubts.
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( Poems

Skylark of Freedom

Jasmin Ahmed
Ex-Student

Under the gloomy clouds of uncertainty,
Every bird 1s dreaming to fly high,

But outside there 1s deep darkness of insecurity;
Going out is very dangerous,

Hunters are awaiting to hunt,

And situation 1s very outrageous;

My family and friends are awaiting for me,

As I promised to have meal together,

But I don’t know when I'll be free;

No one knows mine and flock’s dismal tidings,
Yet keeping aside the danger alarming,

I have to go out and keep on fighting;

Now, though it 1s dark,

I need to fly for a bright morning,

As I am not an ordinary bird but the SKYLARK

I'll struggle for a better future and freedom,
And send back the hunters to where they come

from.

Dr. R.K.B. Law College
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Echoes of Fortitude

Adil Imam
L.L.B 1st semester

In the heart of Assam, where the Brahmaputra
flows

Amidst the tea gardens, where resilience grows,
A spirit of strength, in every soul's core.
Echoes of fortitude, forevermore.

Through trials and storms, we stand tall,
With dreams in our hearts, we conquer all,
In classrooms and fields, our passions ignite
Guided by wisdom, we reach for the light.

With every step forward, we pave the

way, Building tomorrow, day by day.

Our voices united in harmony song.
Together we're strong, together we belong.

So here's to the journey, both near and far.
To the dreams we chase, like a shooting star.
In the pages of history, our stories unfold,

In the echoes of fortitude, forever bold.
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Picolo the Marionette

-Purabjyoti Gogoi
LL. B 3" Semester

“Caro Picolo ! Caro Picolo ! Serve thy maestro

Winged men from lake of inferno,

Come to steal thy old maestro...

Caro Picolo ! Caro Picolo ! Bring in the wise medico.”

Cry old ailing maestro to his Marionette.

" “Release strings thee hold in thy crooked fingers

l Picolo'll fly amidst the clouds of moon in day,
Picolo'll fly amidst the waves of sun

To get thy medico from below the southern sky

Release strings thee hold in thy feeble thumb.”
Poor dummy Picolo know no route

Fool dummy Picolo grew no intelletto.

Old maestro when let go

Strings of Caro Picolo,

Held since dates known only to Diavola
Fie! Fie! Picolo fell side to old maestro

Dreams of Picolo to fly free drop in inferno.
Fury Picolo curse his maestro,

“String thee held since age uncharted
Wrecked intelletto of Picolo

Snatched the wings of thy Picolo

Perish old maestro! Perish thou assassino !”

“Fie Picolo ! Worthless Marionette

Old maestro kept thee dear

Perish in bin of old citta street”

“Selling my art, thee pick pane

Picolo dresses in rugs of old

Fool maestro dresses in feather Cappello
Perish old maestro in lake of inferno!”
Maestro - Picolo deal in curses
Soon winged men from lake of inferno

Packed spirit of old maestro,

Leaving back silent, spirit lost Picolo the Marionette.
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The Journey Within

Md. Aman
LL.B. 1st Semester

In the chaos of life, where dreams collide,
‘We tread paths unknown, with hope as our
guide.

Between the lectures, the books, and the dust,
Lies a journey within, our quiet quest.

A college, they say, is more than its walls,

1t’s the laughter in halls, the rise after falls.
1t’s the bonds we form, the lessons we glean,
The bittersweet moments that lie in between.

The world outside whispers, "Success 1s the key,"
But success isn’t always the trophy we see.

It’s the courage to try, the strength to believe,
To embrace each failure and choose not to
grieve.

In this garden of growth, where seeds are grown,
We learn not just facts but ways to be known.

We find our passions, we fight through our fears,
And carve out a path through laughter and tears.

So here’s to the journey, the highs and the lows,
To the friends we have made, the knowledge that
STOWS.

Dr. R.K.B. Law College
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In the tapestry of life, this i1s but one thread,
Yet it leaves 1n our hearts the life we have led.

‘When the chapter ends, and farewells are due,
Remember the lessons, the joy, and the view.
For college 1s fleeting, but memories stay,
Lighting our souls on the darkest of days.
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The Price of Survival

Johnson Gogoi
B.B.A. L.LL.B 3rd Sem

The cost of living rises high

As wages stay beneath the sky.
‘We work and grind from dawn tll night.
Yet barely catch the flickering light.

The rent, the bills, they pile up tall

‘While empty cupboards' echo calls.

of dreams deferred, of futures stalled.

By pockets bare and spirits marked.

The gas, the bread, the basic needs.

Now luxury We Can't afford to feed.

‘We Count each coin, each choice we make
As heavy hearts and hands must break
But in the cracks, we find a Way

Through neighbors, and friends, who help
each day.

For though the price of life is steep
together, hope 1s what we keep.

The Selfless Mother

Abanga Melo
LLB Ist Sem

| “A lady with a heart of gold, and hair so free,
Shines like sunshine in the morning sea.

She cares for all, with a loving hand,

But forgets her own need, in a world so grand.

: Sometimes I wonder how she can be so
courageous every day.
- She is none other than my mother, in every
way.”

“In temples and churches, they search for a

higher power,

But I have found mine in my mother ‘s every

hour.

For me, she 1s more than a god: she 1s the light,

That guides me through the darkness, and it fills my life.

I wish to be like her, so brave and kind,

--------------------- She’s my mother, my peace of mind.
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The Weight of Expectation

Riya Kumari
B.B.A L.L.B 3rd Sem.

She loves to fulfill her parents'
expectation,

But soon it became a burden for her,
yet she didn't give up; she replaced her
paintbrush

and colors with heavy books and pens.

At first, she was shining like a star,

each goal achieved, each task completed.
But soon, she grew exhausted,

as the burden heavily weighed on her.

Her motivation drained away,

and slowly, her health began to fail.

A star that once shone so bright

now dims, lost in a world too heavy to sail

Whispers of the Earth

Pahi Konwar
B.B.A. LL. B 3rd Semester

The Earth 1s crying, can’t you hear?
Her rivers are drying, skies unclear.
Forests whisper of the past,

Of days when trees stood tall and vast.

The oceans rise, the icebergs fall,

We're losing balance, after all.

The creatures flee, their homes crowed,
‘While human hands leave scars misplaced.

The smoke, the smog, the chasing air,
Do we still care, do we still dare?

To change the course, to mind her soul,
Or will we let her pay the toll?

But hope alive lingers in the breeze,
In every seed, in every tree.

The future calls, it’s ours to shape,
Before we reach that point too late.

Dr. R.K.B. Law College

So rise, stand tall, and make it right,
For earth, for all, let’s turn right.
T'o morning lights, to skies to blue,
The earth depends on me and you.
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Students’ Union Body Member

Sitting from left to right -Aleen Konika Gogoi (Joint Cultural Secretary) , Ayushe
Dey(Class Representative BBA LLB 3" Semester), Soni Das(Joint Magazine

Secretary), Nargish Khan (Debate Secretary), Khushi Robi Das(Games & Sports
Secretary)

1" row standing from left to nght-Siddhant Jaiswal (President), Sanowarul Islam
(General Secretary), Joy Proim Bhajani (Assistant General Secretary), Adil Imam
(Class Representative LLLLB 1" Semester), Nitish Kr. Sharma (Class Representative
BBA LLB 1" Semester), Swaroop Das (Vice-President)

2* row standing from left to right- Ritishna Chetry (Class Representative LLLB 5"
Semester), Atlanta Pradhan( Class Representative LLB 3" Semester), Dimpi
Buragohain (Cultural Secretary), Charanjit Kaur (Social Welfare Secretary).
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/ WE .THE_ PEOPLE OF INDIA
hav]'ng solemnly wesolved 1o constitule India infoa
‘ SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST
SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
and i Secure o @l its cilizens:
JUSTICE, social ,economic and political;
LIBERTY of ihoughip.o
expression, belief and worship;
EQUALITY of siatus end of opportunity;
and 10 promole 8mong them gl
FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of fhe
individual and dhe unily &nd
integrify of dhe Naion ;

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY
this iwenly-Sixth day of NovemseR , 1949, do
HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE 70
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION ,
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A Glimpse of Glorious 50 Years Journey
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GRAND" AUGURATION =
BBA LL.B. PROGRAMME

Dr: Rohini Kanta Barua Law College, Dibrugarh
(Affiliated to Dibrugarh University)

(Approved by Bar Council of India, New Delhl)
[Chief Guest]
Al i

Dr. Rohimi Kanta Barua Law College



Dr. R.K.B. Law College

115

Fortior1 Reflecto, Volume 2, 2025

om%@{ NOWIOS



Fortior1 Reflecto Volume 2, 2025

Torgton %m%to

R

.

35 IEENEE
2=

-~

| r} lll(|[1[

[ ]
(f|
Il

|  _,

WELCOME TO THE
AU
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